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COALITION  AGAINST  BRIGGS 
HARTFORD  GAY  RIGHTS. .  -  ALMOST 


State  Court  Leaves  Question  on  Ballot 


Groups  Join  Together  to  Fight  Initiative 


By  Jim  Marko 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  newly- 
formed  coalition  of  organizations  has 
agreed  to  combat  the  anti-gay  Briggs 
Initiative  here.  The  Bay  Area  Commit¬ 
tee  Against  the  Brings  Initiative,  Con¬ 
cerned  Voters  of  California  and  San 
Franciscans  United  have  met  and  laid 
the  groundwork  for  combining  their 
efforts  against  the  Initiative. 

Milk  Speaks 

San  Francisco  City  Supervisor  Har¬ 
vey  Milk  told  GCN  that  the  coalition 
“must  work  toward  breaking  down 
fear.”  With  the  groups  working  to¬ 
gether,  Milk,  part  of  the  leadership  of 
San  Franciscans  United,  said  there  can 
be  a  state-wide  media  campaign  against 
the  Initiative. 

“More  importantly,”  Milk  added, 
“is  the  door-to-door  registering  of  gay 
voters.  Every  poll  shows  us  that  the 
people  who  know  gay  people  will  vote 
with  us.” 

An  Army  of  Gays 

“We  want  an  army  of  gays  t&  come 
out  to  friends  and  relatives.  We  feel 
that  if  every  gay  person  came  out  to  a 
friend  or  relative,  we  can  win.  There 
are  roughly  half  a  million  gays  in  this 
state,  and  the  emphasis  must  be  direct¬ 
ed  toward  that  community  so  that  it 
f  will  campaign,”  Milk  said. 


Harvey  Milk 

Howard  Wallace,  with  the  Bay  Area 
Committee,  has  said  that  his  organiza¬ 
tion  has  always  encouraged  mutual 
fund-raising  and  cooperative  actions 
by  the  groups  opposed  to  the  Initiative. 
Support  for  the  coalition  also  came 
from  the  Don  Bradley  Associates, 
which  is  managing  the  media  campaign 
for  Concerned  Voters  of  California. 

Another  Setback 

Shortly  after  the  California  organi¬ 


zations  pledged  to  work  together 
against  Briggs,  there  was  yet  another 
setback  in  their  campaign.  The  Califor¬ 
nia  State  Supreme  Court  refused  to 
block  the  Initiative  from  appearing  on 
the  ballot. 

The  decision  was  based  on  a  petition 
filed  by  several  gay  organizations  and 
individuals  which  charged  that  political 
and  privacy  rights  are  denied  by  the 
mere  presence  of  the  question  on  the 
ballot.  The  court  ruled,  without  com¬ 
ment,  against  the  petition  filed  by  the 
California  Federation  of  Teachers, 
Lesbian  Schoolworkers,  Gay  Teachers, 
and  Schoolworkers  Coalition,  Gay 
Teachers  of  Los  Angeles,  the  Gay 
Academic  Union,  the  Pride  Founda¬ 
tion,  and  several  individuals. 

MCC  Challenge  Remains 

The  high  court  in  California  has  yet 
to  rule  on  another  petition  against 
Briggs  filed  by  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  The  MCC  action 
called  for  removal  of  the  measure  be¬ 
cause  of  its  denial  of  religious  freedom. 

The  church  group  claimed  that  gay 
school  employees  in  its  congregation 
are  fearful  that  their  religious  associa¬ 
tion  could  later  be  used  against  them  if 
the  Initiative  is  approved  in  November. 


Support  and  Optimism 

Despite  the  setbacks  there  has  been 
some  support  for  the  fight  against  the 
Briggs  question.  The  San  Francisco 
Bar  Association  rejected  the  Initiative 
as  has  the  2000  member  Barristers 
Club,  an  organization  of  attorneys 
under  36  years  of  age. 

The  Barristers  argued  that  the  Initia¬ 
tive  would  “cause  teachers  to  lose  their 
jobs  as  a  result  of  the  exercise  of  their 
rights  of  association  and  speech  or 
their  sexual  orientation,”  and  added,  it 
would  “punish  school  employees  for 
their  lifestyles  and/or  expressions  of 
their  political  and  personal  beliefs.” 

The  attorneys’  organization  also 
stated  that  the  vagueness  of  the  Initia¬ 
tive  would  “likely  lead  to  unclear  and 
unequal  enforcement.” 

City  Supervisor  Milk,  who 
welcomed  the  lawyers’  remarks,  re¬ 
mained  optimistic  about  the  battle 
against  Briggs.  “If  we  don’t  get  the  gay 
community  to  campaign,”  he  said, 
“we  are  in  trouble. 

“But  I  am  an  optimist  and  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  counter  the  filth  and  lies  that 
are  being  spread  by  the  Briggs  people... 
all  gays  have  got  to  come  out  and  fight 
this,”  Milk  said. 


Mayor  Athanson  Has  Reservations 

Hartford  Mayor  Vetoes  Passed  Ordinance 


By  Don  Zajac 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  On  Monday, 
July  26,  the  city  council  here  passed  a 
gay  rights  ordinance  by  a  vote  of  5  to  2. 
It  protected  the  rights  of  gay  city  em¬ 
ployees,  but  not  teachers,  and 
employees  of  any  company  doing  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  city.  However,  a  delayed 
airplane  flight  to  Greece  left  Mayor 
George  A.  Athanson  in  this  country 
long  enough  to  veto  the  measure. 

Athanson  Questions 

In  his  veto  message,  the  mayor 
questioned  the  means  by  which  the  or¬ 
dinance  would  be  enforced  and  the  ap¬ 
plicability  of  the  ordinance  to  the 
board  of  education.  “I  have  some  ser¬ 
ious  questions  on  whether  it  affects 


teachers,”  the  mayor  said. 

Athanson  also  felt  that  a  Fair  Em¬ 
ployment  Practices  Act  would  be  a 
fairer  and  more  comprehensive  means 
of  dealing  with  discrimination.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Athanson,  the  mayor  has 
five  days  to  veto  any  city  council  meas¬ 
ure  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  delay  in 
his  flight,  he  would  not  have  been  able 
to  act. 

Override  Unlikely 

Six  votes  will  be  needed  to  override 
the  veto  and  it  is  doubtful  this  can  be 
done.  Councilor  Richard  Suisman,  one 
of  the  anti-discrimination  measure’s 
co-sponsors,  will  be  out  of  the  country 
during  the  period  that  the  city  charter 
mandates  the  action  must  be  taken. 
Councilor  Barbara  Kennelly,  who  was 


absent  from  the  Monday  vote,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  supportive,  however,  and 
could  provide  the  sixth  vote  if  Suisman 
were  to  be  present. 

As  it  appears  now,  however,  the 
rights  ordinance  is  dead.  Deputy 
Mayor  Nicholas  Carbone,  the  other 
sponsor  of  the  measure,  stated  that  the 
ordinance  will  be  re-introduced.  “We 
will  have  a  gay  rights  ordinance,  it’s 
just  a  matter  of  time,”  he  said. 

Task  Force  Looks  Ahead 

The  Connecticut  Gay  Task  Force  has 
said  that  the  vetoed  ordinance  should 
be  “scrapped”  and  replaced  with  a 
comprehensive  one  that  would  include 
provisions  for  housing  and  public  ac¬ 
commodations.  The  new  ordinance,  the 
group  said,  should  also  include  all  min¬ 


orities  in  the  city,  not  merely  the  gay 
community. 

At  present  Hartford  does  not  have  a 
human  rights  ordinance  of  any  kind  on 
the  books.  The  citizens  of  Connect¬ 
icut’s  capital  must  rely  on  state  statutes 
when  dealing  with  cases  of 
discrimination. 

Thirty-One  Cities 

Hartford  would  have  been  one  of  32 
cities  in  the  country  if  the  ordinance 
was  not  vetoed  by  Mayor  Athanson. 
To  date,  31  American  cities  have  gay 
rights  ordinances,  while  four  counties 
have  passed  anti-discrimination  meas¬ 
ures.  The  most  recent  ordinances  have 
become  law  in  San  Francisco  and  Ing¬ 
ham  County,  Michigan. 


A  Therapist  Looks  for  Reasons  Behind  Recent  Attacks  on  Gays 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  On  July  5, 
1978,  at  least  six  men  were  savagely 
clubbed  with  baseball  bats  in  the  Ram¬ 
ble  section  of  Central  park  by  a  roving 
gang  of  young  thugs.  Five  of  the  men, 
including  Dick  Button,  a  sportscaster 
and  former  Olympic  skating 
champion,  were  hospitalized  with  frac¬ 
tured  skulls.  Even  though  the  Ramble 
is  a  well-known  homosexual  cruising 
area,  the  daily  papers  hesitated  at  first 
to  term  the  attacks  as  gay  related.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  reasons  for  hesitation, 
the  papers  could  not  avoid  the  gay  is¬ 
sue  for  long. 

Six  suspects,  four  adults  and  two  ju¬ 
veniles,  have  been  arrested  in  the  case. 
The  New  York  Times  stated,  “The  po¬ 
lice  said  the  suspects  showed  no  re¬ 


morse  and  even  boasted  that  they 
would  engage  in  similar  actions 
again.”  The  Times  quoted  one  suspect 
as  saying  that  all  the  Central  Park  vic¬ 
tims  were  homosexuals  and,  “We  went 
out  to  get  faggots,  because  we  hate 
them.” 

Michael  Moss  is  a  Jungian  psycho¬ 
therapist  in  private  practice  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village.  He  agreed  to  discuss  the 
Central  Park  case  and  the  psychology 
of  the  perpetrators  with  GCN. 

Moss  described  the  thugs  as  “psy¬ 
chotic  homophobes,”  who  experienced 
their  psychotic  outbreak  when  the  bar¬ 
riers  on  their  primitive  impulses  weak¬ 
ened.  They  succumbed  to  “the  sha¬ 
dow,  which  is  everything  in  one’s  psy¬ 
che  that  is  unacceptable  to  one’s  ego; 
such  things  as  are  repressed,  sup¬ 
pressed,  denied,  reviled,  hated,  every¬ 


thing  that  turns  you  off,  that  you  don’t 
want  to  admit  in  your  own  self.”  Such 
a  mental  state  is  “very  emotional,  ex¬ 
tremely  hot.” 

Moss  pointed  out,  too,  the  aspect  of 
the  gang  phenomenon  “in  which  the 
level  of  group  consciousness  is  lower 
than  that  of  [any]  individual  conscious¬ 
ness.”  The  crowd  phenomenon  is  that 
individual  rage  is  catalyzed  to  expres¬ 
sion. 

However,  “the  direct,  exact  quality 
of  the  phenomenon  is  that  they,  were 
worried  about  their  own  sexuality. 
Such  worries  center  on  and  compensate 
for  feelings  of  castration  and  ineffect¬ 
uality  by  exhibiting  macho  behavior. 

“The  craziness  begins  when  they 
start  bashing  heads,  which  is  a  real 
breakdown  in  the  psyche.  At  that 
point,  they’re  unable  to  stop  themsel¬ 


ves.  David  Berkowitz,  the  Son  of  Sam, 
was  doing  something  he  was  primed  to 
do,  but  he  acted  only  in  a  particular  sit¬ 
uation.  These  guys  went  into  the  park 
ready  to  do  battle  with  anyone  they 
thought  was  gay.  They  were  indiscrim¬ 
inate,  to  the  point  of  almost  beating  a 
short-haired  woman.  They  were  not, 
though,  psychotic  in  the  same  sense  as 
Berkowitz,  who  was  hearing  voices, 
but  they  were  immersed  in  the  group 
psychosis.” 

The  societal  aspects  of  the  case  were 
referred  to  by  Moss,  who  said, 
“Things  are  heating  up  now.  There’s  a 
gay  revolution  going  on.”  Moss,  who 
is  not  gay  himself,  said,  “Gays  want  to 
become  socially  acceptable,  to  become 
politically  powerful  and  to  gain  access 
to  the  media.  There  is  a  pressure  on  the 
Continued  on  Page  7 


NEWS  NOTES 


j  MATLOVICH  ON  NBC 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Just  one  week  after  GCN 
uestioned  NBC  about  the  delay  in  airing  "Sergeant 
latlovich  Versus  the  United  States  Air  Force,"  [see 
GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  1]  the  television  network  has  an- 
i  nounced  that  the  film  will  be  shown.  Most  NBC-TV 
I  stations  will  air  the  made-for-television  drama  at  9 
;  p.m.,.  Aug.  21 . 

Jim  Murray  of  NBC  told  GCN  that  the  network 
“made  some  revisions  in  the  August  schedule"  and 
decided  to  air  the  controversial  movie.  The  film  is 
based  on  the  life  of  Air  Force  Sgt.  Leonard  Matlo- 
|  vich  who  was  discharged  because  he  is  gay.  It  had 
j  been  completed  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Leonard  Matlovich,  however,  is  not  completely 
i  pleased  by  the  NBC  decision.  He  told  GCN  that 
there  is  some  indication  that  the  network  will  not 
be  promoting  the  program.  "If  that  turns  out  to  be 
true,"  Matlovich  said,  "I  will  scream  to  the  press 
about  censorship  by  fear.” 

SEATTLE  COULD  BE  NEXT 

SEATTLE  —  August  1  is  the  filing  deadline  for 
supporters  of  an  anti-gay  initiative  in  this  city. 
Initiative  13  supporters  are  continuing  their  efforts 
to  get  enough  signatures  to  qualify  for  the  Novem¬ 
ber  city  ballot.  The  measure,  supported  by  an 
organization  called  Save  Our  Moral  Ethics  (SOME), 
would  repeal  Seattle's  law  which  protects  gays 
from  discrimination  in  jobs  and  housing. 

Seattle  Citizens  to  Retain  Fair  Employment  has 
received  a  $2000  donation  from  the  Playboy  Foun¬ 
dation  to  help  in  its  fight  against  Initiative  13. 

ERA  TROUBLES 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Apparently  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  extension  measure,  passed  by 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee  last  week,  may 
have  a  difficult  time  getting  through  the  Senate. 

Republican  leader  Howard  Baker  said  that  he 
doubts  the  Senate  would  consider  the  legislation 
this  session.  Refusal  of  the  Senate  to  act  before  the 
mid-October  adjournment  would  almost  certainly 
doom  the  extension  bill. 

"I'm  not  sure  it  will  come  up  in  the  Senate," 
Baker  said.  T  rather  doubt  it  will."  The  Republican 
Senator  did  concede,  however,  that  he  had  not  dis¬ 
cussed  the  possibility  of  calling  up  the  measure 
with  Democratic  leader  Robert  Byrd. 

Without  the  extension,  the  ERA  would  have  to 
be  ratified  by  March  22,  1979.  Proponents  feel  that 
the  date  cannot  be  met  because  of  state  legislature 
timetables.  The  ERA  has  been  ratified  by  35  of  the 
38  states  required. 

CAPOTE:  KILL  ACCIDENTALLY 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Writer  Truman  Capote  said 
that  he  would  probably  end  up  killing  himself  "acci¬ 
dentally."  Appearing  on  a  local  New  York  tele¬ 
vision  talk  show  drunk  and  incoherent,  Capote  said 
that  he  "had  been  boozing  and  taking  drugs  for 
about  two  days  straight." 

The  author  added  that  he  was  suffering  from 
anxiety  and  that  "nothing  had  ever  jelled"  in  his 
life. 

D.C.  ANTI-REPEAL  EFFORT 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  City  Council  here 
recently  refused  to  vote  on  a  bill  containing  a 
provision  that  would  have  helped  gays  fight  a 
referendum  approving  discrimination  against 
minorities. 

Objections  to  the  bill,  which  was  drafted  by  the 
D.C.  Gay  Activists  Alliance,  came  from  the  legal 
counsel  and  the  Corporation  Council  of  the  District. 
They  argued  against  the  measure  as  "legally  insuf¬ 
ficient,"  claiming  that  restricting  the  type  of 
referenda  which  could  be  held  under  the  act  would 
"exceed  the  purpose  of  the  enabling  legislation 
and  that  it  indirectly  amends  the  City  Charter." 

Gay  leaders  filed  a  detailed  rebuttal  to  Council 
claims,  indicating  a  number  of  legal  precedents 
and  arguments  on  behalf  of  the  measure,  which 
won  the  support  of  the  Government  Operations 
Committee.  "We  are  convinced  that  our  legal  argu¬ 
ments  have  merit,"  the  GAA  brief  said,  "and  the 
Government  Operations  Committee  has  agreed. 
Yet  the  case  is  not  100%  clear  either  way." 

The  measure,  which  was  part  of  a  bill  required 
1  to  implement  the  new  voter-approved  Initiative 
Referendum  and  Recall  Act,  was  returned  to  the 
Government  Operations  Committee.  No  further 
action  is  expected  until  after  the  September 
primary  elections. 


GAY  VOTER  POWER 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay 
Legislation  is  gearing  up  its  voter  identification  and 
voter  turn-out  drive  for  the  month  of  August.  The 
registration  effort  begins  in  the  first  week  of 
August  with  major  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  20 
precincts  in  Wards  4  and  5  (Back  Bay  and  Beacon 
Hill)  of  the  city. 

MCGL  will  be  calling  as  many  people  as  pos¬ 
sible  between  Aug.  2  and  22  in  an  effort  to  register 
the  gay  vote. 

MCGL  has  also  announced  that  on  Aug.  12,  na¬ 
tional  gay  activist  Rev.  Troy  Perry  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  at  a  Community  Rally  and 
Celebration  of  Gay  Voter  Power.  The  rally,  to 
which  political  figures  supportive  of  gay  rights  have 
also  been  invited,  will  be  held  at  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  at  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  to  the  event  will 
be  $3. 

FCC  RULES  FOR  WGBH 

BOSTON  —  The  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission  has  denied  a  petition  filed  against  the 
public  television  station  here,  WGBH-TV,  for  broad¬ 
casting  obscene  programs.  The  petition  was  filed 
by  a  group  called  Morality  in  Media  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Inc. 

MMM  had  charged  that  the  station  had  run 
programming  which  depicted  homosexuality  in  a 
positive  light  [see  GCN  Vol.  5,  No.  35],  A 
documentary  on  State  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  was 
condemned  by  the  group  as  "promoting 
lesbianism,"  while  an  episode  of  "Monty  Python" 
was  cited  for  advocating  transvestism.  The  group 
also  cited  "Masterpiece  Theatre"  and  "Gay 
Brother"  for  advocating  "immorality." 

The  FCC  ruled  that  it  is  prohibited  by  the  First 
Amendment  and  by  its  law  from  censoring  broad¬ 
cast  matter.  The  ruling  stated  that  the  FCC  does  not 
attempt  to  direct  stations  in  the  selection  or 
presentation  of  their  programs. 

BROWN  APPOINTS  GOODSTEIN 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  California  Gov.  Jerry 
Brown,  keeping  a  promise  made  to  the  state's  gay 
community,  has  appointed  a  gay  person  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  his  administration.  Brown  announced  the 
appointment  of  David  Goodstein,  publisher  of  The 
Advocate,  to  the  new  state  advisory  council  on 
economic  development. 

Brown  has  been  continuing  efforts  to  secure 
gay  support  in  his  re-election  effort.  He  was 
rejected  by  the  Gay  Caucus  in  a  recent  California 
Democratic  Council  meeting  in  San  Diego.  The 
Democratic  governor  met  with  gay  activists  in  Los 
Angeles  recently  where  he  voiced  his  opposition  to 
the  anti-gay  Briggs  Initiative. 

Publisher  Goodstein  said  he  was  "honored" 
by  his  appointment.  "I  think  it  is  a  sign  of  the 
governor's  confidence  in  our  community  and  in  me 
that  he  would  make  such  an  appointment.  He's  not 
afraid  of  appointing  a  gay  to  a  committee  that 
deals  with  the  problems  of  the  entire  state," 
Goodstein  said. 

MINN.  CITY  DROPS  RIGHTS 

COON  RAPIDS,  MN  —  The  City  Council  here 
has  voted  to  drop  the  words  sexual  and  affectional 
preference  from  the  law  books.  The  council  voted 
3  to  2  against  a  recommendation  by  the  city's 
Human  Rights  Commission  to  keep  that  language  in 
the  law.  The  anti-discrimination  change  was  made 
in  1975. 

Last  summer  the  City  Council  of  Coon  Rapids 
rejected  a  human  rights  ordinance  similar  to  the 
one  voted  down  recently  by  voters  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  Up  until  the  recent  vote,  however,  city  hiring 
and  personnel  policies  contained  provisions  that 
prohibited  discrimination  based  on  sexual  or  affec¬ 
tional  preference. 

MOVE  AGAINST  OLD  LAWS 

PARIS,  France  —  The  second  chamber  of  the 
French  Parliament,  the  Senate,  has  passed  a  bill 
abolishing  all  the  existing  laws  against  male  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  government  itself  proposed  the 
change  in  the  law,  which  was  passed  unanimously. 

At  present  there  are  two  ages  of  consent  in 
France,  15  for  all  heterosexuals  and  lesbians,  18  for 
gay  men. 

Aleph,  the  Information  Center  on  Homosexual¬ 
ity,  issued  a  statement  welcoming  the  govern¬ 
ment  s  action.  Aleph  pledged  itself  to  continue 
fighting  for  gay  equality  to  areas  outside  the 
criminal  law. 

The  Senate  bill  is  expected  to  pass  before  the 
National  Assembly  some  time  in  the  fall.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  measure  will  be  approved. 


GAY  DAYS  IN  TORONTO 

TORONTO,  Canada  — r  The  gay  community 
here  will  sponsor  GAYDAYS,  a  celebration  of  gay 
history  and  culture,  from  Aug.  24  through  27.  Thirty 
to  35  gay  organizations  from  the  metropolitan  I 
area,  Ontario  and  the  rest  of  North  America  will 
gather  at  Queens  Park  to  "reaffirm  gay  liberation." 
David  Thcfrstad,  co-author  of  the  Homosexual 
Rights  Movement,  will  be  a  featured  guest  speaker 
at  the  event. 

Gordon  Montabor,  co-ordinator  of  the  festival,  5 
told  GCN,”  We  have  had  a  few  bad  times  in  the  city 
and  a  fair  amount  of  bad  press  coverage  with  the 
Body  Politic  case  in  particular.  What  we  are  trying 
to  do  is  reach  straight  people  as  well  as  gays  who 
are  not  affiliated  with  any  homosexual  groups." 

For  further  information  contact  Liberated  En-  : 
ergy,  4  Collier  St.,  Toronto  M4W  1L7  or  call  (416) 
961-4161. 

BOSTON/BOISE  MEETING 

BOSTON  —  Tom  Reeves  of  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee  has  thanked  the  community  for  its  sup¬ 
port  in  attendance  at  the  benefit  showing  of  the 
Rosa  von  Praunheim  film  "It's  Not  the  Homosexual 
.  .  ."  Some  200  people  attended  the  showing  of  the 
controversial  film. 

The  next  Boston/Boise  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  1  at  8  p.m.  at  the  Old  West  Church,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St. 

JAYCEES  ORDER  WOMEN  OUT 

TULSA,  OK  —  The  United  States  Jaycees  has 
ordered  all  women  out  of  its  group  by  Dec.  1. 
Women  members  in  any  chapters  must  leave  by 
that  date  or  the  chapters  will  face  revocation  of 
their  charters  in  the  all-male  organization. 

In  the  last  four  years,  delegates  to  the  annual 
Jaycees  meeting  have  twice  turned  down  proposals 
that  would  allow  women  full  membership  in  the 
organization. 

Three  years  ago  women  were  admitted  to 
some  state  chapters  under  a  "pilot  program,"  but 
Jaycees  President  Barry  L.  Kennedy  said  that  the 
bylaws  had  not  been  changed  and  that  the 
programs  must  be  halted. 

GAY  HORIZONS  ^  J 

CHICAGO  —  Gay  Horizons,  a  non-profit  com¬ 
munity  service  organization,  recently  received  its 
510-C(3)  tax-exempt  status.  This  means  that  people 
donating  funds  will  be  a*ble  to  itemize  those 
amounts  on  their  income  tax  returns. 

Under  section  501  -C(3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  Code,  private  individuals  as  well  as  govern¬ 
ment  organizations  will  find  it  easier  to  provide 
donations  to  Horizons  as  a  result  of  the  latter's 
recent  achievement. 

Very  few  gay  groups  in  the  nation  possess  such 
a  status.  It  is  mandatory,  however,  that  in  order  to 
retainit  .Horizons  must  continue  to  meet  its  social 
expectations  and  not  use  its  funds  for  such  recrea¬ 
tional  or  private  activities  as  a  drop-in  center, 
coffeehouse,  or  the  like. 

Programs  in  Horizons  benefited  by  the  501 -C(3) 
status  include  the  Gay/Lesbian  Switchboard,  Gay 
People's  CounselingService  women's  group  cater- 
ing  specifically  to  lesbians,  and  a  program  for 
alcoholics. 


S.F.  GAY  TV  SHOW 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  weekly  gay  television 
show  is  scheduled  to  begin  here  this  month.  Star¬ 
light  Magazine  will  be  aired  on  cable  Channel  6  and 
will  feature  segments  on  Brian  Bullard,  dancer  in 
the  Pacific  Ballet;  Ginny  Vida,  editor  of  Our  Right  to 
Love ;  the  local  softball  league  opening;  an  inter¬ 
view  with  San  Francisco  City  Councillor  Harvey 
Milk;  and  an  interview  with  people  in  the  street 
asking,  "What  would  like  to  see  on  a  gay  television 
show?" 

The  San  Francisco  cable  television  show  will  be 
the  second  gay  show  in  the  country.  Emerald  City 
can  be  seen  on  New  York  City's  cable  Channel  J. 

MORE  ON  CAPOTE 


magazine,  Truman  Capote  is  "distressed"  over  the 
two-part  article  on  his  "private  world"  which 
appeared  in  The  New  York  Times  Magazine. 

A  close  friend  of  Capote's  is  quoted  as  saying 
the  author  feels  the  "articles  portray  him  as  a  home 
wrecker."  Capote  is  also  apprently  upset  with  the 
many  friends  quoted  in  the  Times  piece. 

"All  of  us  thought  it  was  a  positive  piece.  But 
then  again,  Truman's  more  sensitive  than  most," 


the  friend  said. 
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Boston  Public  Library  Threatened  with  Suit 

Library  Permits  Speakers’  Bureau  Use  of  Hall 


By  Jim  Marko 

BOSTON  —  After  being  threatened 
with  a  lawsuit,  the  Boston  Public  Lib¬ 
rary  has  agreed  to  allow  the  Gay 
Speakers’  Bureau  use  of  a  lecture  hall. 
Attorney  John  Ward,  who  took  the 
case  for  the  Bureau  along  with 
Attorney  Michael  Avery,  told  GCN 
that  Library  Director  Phillip  McNiff 
called  him  on  July  26  to  inform  him  the 
group  could  use  the  Rabb  Lecture  Hall 
on  September  5 . 

It  was  Ward’s  contention  that  Mc- 
NifPs  refusal  was  unconstitutional  and 
he  was  prepared  to  charge  as  much  in 
the  planned  law  suit.  “Even  though  we 
did  not  have  to  go  to  court,”  Ward 
said,  “this  is  a  clear-cut  victory.” 

Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians 

•  On  April  17,  1978,  David  Peterson 
of  the  Speakers’  Bureau  requested,  in 
writing,  use  of  the  Rabb  Lecture  Hall 


Atty.  John  Ward 


at  the  library  for  May  3  or  May  10.  The 
organization  planned  on  presenting  a 
showing  of  “Straight  Talk  About  Les¬ 
bians,”  a  35-minute  slide  show  with 
sound. 

The  program,  Peterson  told  GCN,  is 
a  show  which  presents  and  refutes 
common  misconceptions  about 
lesbians,  focusing  on  lesbian  culture. 
“It  is  something  that  straight  people 
should  see,”  Peterson  said,  “because  it 
confronts  some  of  the  stereotypes  and 
myths  about  lesbians.” 

|  In  the  written  request  to  the  library, 
j|  Peterson  stated  that  the  dates  and 
J  times  requested  were  flexible.  As  a 
^  follow-up  to  the  letter,  he  also  made  a 
J  telephone  request  to  BPL  Assistant  Di- 
rector  J ohn  J .  Doherty  on  April  27 . 
BPL  Refusal 

In  a  letter  dated  May  1,  1978,  Doher¬ 


ty  turned  down  the  group’s  request  for 
the  lecture  hall.  Writing  that  the  library 
was  “unable  to  honor  your  request,” 
Doherty  added  that  the  meeting  rooms 
at  the  BPL  are  “primarily  for  library 
sponsored  programs  and  are  fully 
booked.” 

Peterson  said  the  bureau  was  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  refusal.  “I  think  that  it  is 
absurd  that  a  public  education  group 

—  any  group  like  the  Speakers’  Bureau 

—  would  have  to  threaten  a  lawsuit  to 
get  space.” 

Out  of  Court  Discussions 

Since  the  denial  by  the  BPL’s  Doher¬ 
ty,  Attorneys  Ward  and  Avery  engaged 
in  written  discussions  with  the  library 
staff  about  the  refusal. 

On  May  18,  1978,  Ward  hhd  Avery 
wrote  to  Doherty  pointing  out  “consti- 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Amnesty  International  Continues  Debate  on  Accepting  Gay  Prisoners 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

LONDON  —  The  British  section  of 
Amnesty  International  has  voted 
against  supporting  a  resolution  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  human  rights  organization’s 
mandate  to  include  cases  of  imprison¬ 
ment  for  “sexual  orientation  or  behav¬ 
ior.”  But  according  to  London’s  Gay 
News  the  decision  was  far  from  unan¬ 
imous  and  might  even  be  reconsidered. 

The  opposition  centered  principally 
around  the  use  of  the  term  “sexual  or¬ 
ientation  or  behavior.”  It  was  felt  that 
it  included  far  too  wide  a  range  of  sex¬ 
ual  acts  (adultery,  for  example)  to  be 
either  acceptable  to  the  international 
community  or  feasible  for  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  to  defend.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  is  already  overburdened  with 
cases,  it  was  argued,  and  would  be  even 
less  able  to  function  effectively  should 


it  take  up  the  cause  of  sexual  freedom 
“across  the  board.”  (Although  the  res¬ 
olution  excludes  child-adult  sexual  re¬ 
lationships.) 

Similar  arguments  were  raised 
against  the  resolution  when  it  was  in¬ 
troduced  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Am¬ 
nesty’s  International  Council  last  Sept¬ 
ember  [see  GCN,  Vol.  5,  No.  20]. 
Backed  mainly  by  the  French  and  Am¬ 
erican  delegations,  it  proved  highly 
controversial  and  was  at  that  time 
tabled  and  submitted  for  further  study 
to  the  International  Executive 
Committee.  The  committee  is  to  give 
its  report  before  the  final  vote  at  the 
upcoming  International  Council 
meeting  this  September  in  Cambridge, 
England. 

But  throughout  there  has  been  con¬ 


siderable  support  within  the  interna¬ 
tional  body  for  the  adoption  of  pri¬ 
soners  imprisoned  because  of  their  ho¬ 
mosexuality  (as  opposed  to  “sexual  be¬ 
havior”  in  general). 

Larry  Cox,  an  American  delegate  to 
last  year’s  International  Council  meet¬ 
ing,  told  GCN  that  it  is  his  impression 
that  “the  will  of  the  majority  is  to  take 
up  gay  cases.”  This  includes  the  British 
section,  the  chairperson  of  which,  Paul 
Oestreicher,  has  said,  “I  would  like 
Amnesty  to  find  some  way  of  helping 
people  who  are  genuinely  persecuted 
because  of  their  homosexuality  without 
getting  mixed  up  in  sexual  law  reform 
across  the  board.” 

Cox  is  confident  that  if  the  broad 
“sexual  orientation  or  behavior”  res¬ 
olution  fails,  something  will  be  worked 


out  to  cover  “homosexuality.”  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  persons  imprisoned  for 
their  homosexuality  will  be  taken  up  by 
the  organization  as  prisoners  of  consci¬ 
ence  in  so  far  as  what  is  seen  as  a  “fun¬ 
damental  human  right”  has  been 
violated.  The  most  notable  case  of  im¬ 
prisonment  for  homosexuality  is  that 
of  the  Russian  film  director  Sergei 
Paradzhanov,  released  in  January  after 
nearly  five  years  in  a  Soviet  labor 
camp.  His  case  was  apparently  what 
prompted  the  French  section  to  bring 
up  the  issue. 

Amnesty  International  is  interested 
in  any  information  readers  may  have 
about  other  cases  of  imprisonment  for 
homosexuality.  Their  New  York 
address  is  2112  Broadway,  New  York, 
NY  10023. 


Homophile  Community  Health  Service  Given  Major  Grant  by  State 


By  Lisa  Nussbaum 

BOSTON  —  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Service  (HCHS),  a 
state-licensed  outpatient  mental  health 
clinic,  recently  won  a  $40,000  contract 
from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Mental  Health.  This  $40,000  sum, 
effective  Sept.  1,  1978  through  June 
30,  1979,  represents  one  of  the  highest 
awards  ever  made  to  a  gay  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Sue  Rosen,  HCHS  Director  since 
last  August,  described  the  award  as  “a 
major  breakthrough  in  that  state  men¬ 
tal  health  services  are  now  beginning  to 
recognize  that  they  owe  something  to 
the  gay  client.”  The  money,  she  ex¬ 
plained,  will  permit  HCHS  to  enlarge 
its  clinical  staff,  with  the  larger  aim  of 
further  professionalizing  and  up¬ 
grading  the  quality  of  clinical  services. 

Since  its  inception  seven  and  a  half 
years  ago,  HCHS,  one  of  the  oldest 
mental  health  clinics  in  the  country, 
counted  heavily  on  a  volunteer  staff. 
Its  income  derived  almost  entirely  from 
the  low  to  moderate  fees  charged  to 
clients.  As  Rosen  put  it,  “We  survived 


for  these  years  on  the  strength  of  ded¬ 
icated  volunteers  and  the  willingness  of 
paid  people  to  get  paid  very  little  and 
work  very  hard.” 

After  working  with  a  low  budget  and 
great  deficiencies  over  the  years,  this 
money  will  begin  to  make  a  dent  in  re¬ 
lieving  those  deficiencies,  said  Rosen. 
“We’re  very  happy  about  it,”  she 
added. 

“More  and  more  we  are  discovering 
that  gay  people  want  quality  health 
care,”  observed  Rosen.  “Our  caseload 
has  jumped  over  30%  in  the  last  six 
months.  From  the  beginning  we’ve 
been  without  a  clinical  director.  To  fill 
these  gaps,  we  will  use  the  money  to 
enlarge  our  paid  staff,  including  hiring 
a  clinical  director.  We  want  to  keep  up 
with  the  demand  for  services  and  to 
improve  the  quality  of  these  servics.” 

Writing  of  the  contract,  insertion  of 
it  into  legislative  budget  hearings,  then 
its  subsequent  passage  culminated 
what  began  for  Rosen  as  sustained 
efforts  at  “shoring  up  HCHS’  finan¬ 
ces.”  Last  January,  Rosen  started  pol¬ 


iticking  through  the  mid-level  mental 
health  bureaucracy  to  get  leads  for 
funding  sources.  In  April,  with  the 
help  of  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  (D-Back 
Bay),  she  and  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Back  Bay)  met  with  Massachusetts 
Commissioner  of  Mental  Health  Dr. 
Robert  Okin. 

Prepared  to  document  “from 
ground  zero”  the  particular  needs  of 
gay  people  not  being  met  through  exist¬ 
ing  mental  health  channels,  Rosen 
found  Okin  very  responsive  to  these 
needs.  In  fact,  Rosen  explained,  “Okin 
made  many  of  the  arguments  to  me 
that  I  stood  ready  to  make  to  him.” 

Out  of  this  meeting,  Frank,  who  sits 
on  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Okin  agreed  on  a  figure  of 
$40,000.  Next  came  the  task  of  putting 
the  figure  in  writing,  in  the  form  of  a 
contract,  getting  the  approval  of  the 
Associate  Commissioner  of  Mental 
Health,  Mary  Jane  England,  and 
finally  having  it  inserted  into  the 
budget  hearings. 

As  the  contract  made  its  way  down 


the  line  and  through  those  hearings, 
gay  people  found  some  political  friends 
they  didn’t  know  they  had,  Rosen  com¬ 
mented. 

At  the  end  of  the  budget  contro¬ 
versy,  HCHS’  contract  (as  well  as 
other  social  service  contracts)  got 
trimmed  to  five-sixths  of  its  original 
size  —  from  $40,000  to  $33,333.  This 
trimming  meant  that  in  principle  the 
state  adhered  to  the  original  $40,000, 
but  in  practice  started  out  the  contract 
two  months  later  than  would  normally 
be  the  case  —  Sept.  1  instead  of  July  1. 
So,  this  year’s  award  represents  the 
minimum  sum  possible  when  the  con¬ 
tract  comes  up  for  renewal  next  June. 
“We  will,  however,  try  for  a  larger 
sum  at  that  time,”  Rosen  stated. 

Even  though  the  award,  “relatively 
speaking,  may  be  aN  drop  in  the 
bucket,”  Rosen  noted,  “it’s  a  start.  At 
the  very  least,  it  will  insure  our  serving 
the  gay  community  for  years  to  come.” 


Washington  Police  Investigate  Increase  in  Murders  of  Gays 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Police  here 
in  the  nation’s  capital  are  asking  the 
gay  community  for  information  about 
the  recent  murders  of  seven  gay  men. 
Homicide  detectives  reported  that  all 
the  men  were  known  to  frequent  bars 
and  other  spots  in  the  section  of  the 
city  near  13th  St.  and  New  York  Ave., 
N.W. 

Six  of  the  murders  have  occurred 
since  January,  while  the  first  happened 
last  September.  Investigators  say  all  of 
the  victims  are  believed  to  have  had 
their  assailants  in  their  homes  or  cars. 


The  victims  ranged  in  age  from  25  to 
68,  and  all  except  one  lived  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

The  investigators  of  the  murders  say 
they  have  yet  to  determine  whether  the 
killings  were  connected  to  the  hustler 
trade  in  that  area  of  the  city  or  whether 
an  outside  group  is  preying  on  gay  men 
in  the  New  York  Ave.  area. 

Lt.  Raymond  Pierson  of  the  District 
Homicide  Division  has  discounted  the 
theory  that  there  is  a  roaming  gang 
preying  on  lone  homosexuals.  “If  you 
think,”  he  said,  “the  bottom  line  is 


that  there’s  a  gang  out  killing  homo¬ 
sexuals,  my  answer  is  no.”  But  Lt. 
Pierson  told  the  Washington  newspa¬ 
per,  The  Blade,  “There  seems  to  be 
more  homosexual  killings,  and  I  don’t 
know  why.” 

Police  also  say  a  large  number  of 
robbery  and  assault  cases  known  to  be 
occurring  in  the  so-called  hustler  area 
go  unreported.  The  lack  of  reporting, 
according  to  police,  is  hindering  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  more  violent  crimes. 

People  with  knowledge  of  the  mur¬ 
ders,  the  victims,  or  any  other  infor¬ 


mation  are  urged  to  contact  investiga¬ 
tors  through  the  DC  Homicide  Divi¬ 
sion.  According  to  the  Blade,  all  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  kept  in  the  strictest  con¬ 
fidence. 

Those  people  who  are  reluctant  to 
speak  to  the  police  may  contact  the 
Blade  instead  at  (202)  785-3009. 

Police  identified  the  dead  men  as 
Roland  C.  Pratt,  Donald  M.  Cooper, 
Paul  Tonelli,  Charles  J.  Kirkland, 
Winston  T.  Williams,  all  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  Benjamin  Raines,  who  lived 
in  Virginia. 
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EDITORIAL 


Hunting  Gays':  No  Isolated  Incident 


“Queer  bashing,”  “fag  baiting,”  or  the  more  innocuous  Village  Voice’s 
“hunting  gays”  —  it’s  been  going  on  for  more  years  than  most  people  can 
remember.  During  the  night  of  July  5,  a  gang  of  bat  wielding  anti-gay  street  toughs 
from  New  York’s  East  Side  went  on  one  of  those  sprees  against  lone  gay  men. 
After  the  rampage,  five  men  ended  up  in  various  hospitals  with  serious  injuries. 

This  incident  may  have  gone  all  but  unreported  in  the  straight  media  in  New 
York,  save  for  the  fact  that  one  of  those  injured  was  Dick  Button,  a  former 
Olympic  ice  skater  and  now  sportscaster.  The  New  York  Times  put  the  beatings  on 
the  front  page  of  its  July  6  edition,  devoting  most  of  the  article  to  Button  and  his 
injuries. 

The  attack  occurred  in  the  Ramble  in  Central  Park.  The  Ramble  has  long  been 
a  gay  cruise  area,  and  it  has  long  been  the  scene  of  vicious  and  unwarranted 
attacks  by  young  men  as  sick  and  as  misguided  as  those  who  attacked  on  that  July 
5  night. 

There  was  little  note  in  the  Times  of  the  fact  that  gays  are  continually  victims 
of  violent  acts.  Gay  journalist  Arthur  Bell,  who  spends  his  Bell  Tells  space  in  the 
Village  Voice  on  his  latest  trip  to  Studio  54,  was  given  front  page  space  for  two 
weeks  running.  Bell  found  his  “exclusive  interviews”  with  the  victims  and  his 
morbid  interest  in  the  youth  gang  fit  topics  for  discussion.  He  avoided  the  larger 
issue  of  the  ever-increasing  violence  against  gays. 

It  is  not  enough  to  just  point  out  that  youth  gangs  are  roaming  the  streets  and 
parts  of  every  city  screaming,  “Let’s  kill  a  fag,”  or  “This  is  for  Anita.”  It  is  time 


that  we  look  into  the  reasons  behind  this  violence  and  the  obvious  hatred  of  gays. 

In  the  July  24  issue  of  New  York  magazine  (another  major  publication  which 
sensationalized  the  Central  Park  beatings),  reporter  Doug  Ireland  spoke  to  Dr. 
John  Money,  a  professor  of  medical  psychology  at  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

“In  every  case  of  this  type  I’ve  seen  in  30  years  of  work  in  this  field,  I  have 
found  such  young  men,  attracted  to  homosexuality  and  acting  it  out.  On  the  other, 
they  try  to  destroy  it,”  Money  said. 

Through  teachings  in  the  school  and  at  home  and  in  church,  children  learn 
that  gays  are  “sick”  and  “evil.”  Campaigns,  headed  by  legitimate  “stars”  and 
politicians,  are  waged  against  these  “sinners”  and  “perverts.”  Hatred  against  gays 
is  taught  in  the  most  blatant  and  subtle  ways  by  organizations  from  the  KKK  to  the 
Nazi  Party  to  the  Catholic  Church. 

It  is  not  enough  to  merely  decry  with  rightwous  outrage  the  attacks  on  a 
number  of  lone  gay  men  in  Central  Park.  We  must  fight  every  day  against  the 
insidious  anti-gay  attitude  that  has  become  as  American  as  the  deep-seated  hatred 
of  Third  World  people,  Hispanics,  so  many  minorities,  and  women. 

We  must  fight  on  every  front  against  ignorance  and  hatred.  We  must  stand  in 
the  face  of  anti-gay  legislation,  sermons  and  speeches.  Don’t  let  your  outrage  abate 
with  the  end  of  the  headlines  in  the  straight  media.  Be  aware  that  gay  people  are  the 
targets  of  oppression,  hatred  and  violence  every  day.  Stand  and  be  prepared  to 
battle  against  the  forces  that  would  club  you  down  in  a  park,  in  a  pulpit  or  in  a 
voting  booth. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should 
be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names 
will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


what's  in  a  name 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN  has  always  been  the  more  tolerant  (what 
a  word  to  need!)  of  the  two  main  components  of 
Boston’s  gay  press.  That  may  be  changing.  While 
Esplanade  won’t  publish  negative  letters  without 
“editing  in”  eviscerating  typo,  GCN  now  won’t 
publish  letters  signed  with  pseudonyms. 

Tacky-tacky-tacky.  Those  of  us  who  can’t 
yet  risk  having  our  names  published  must  step 
aside  to  make  room  for  (or  pretense  toward)  the 
“very-out”  folks.  Letters  hafta  be  signed  with  a 
name.  This  seems  an  unusual  policy  for  a  paper 
that  has  employed  the  likes  of  Kruk,  A.  Nolder 
Gay,  Satya  Littlesomething,  etc.  Selective 
vanity? 

1  firmly  believe  that  what  little  (if  any) 
“responsibility”  you  may  gain  by  signing  people 
“John  Smith”  (GCN  Community  Voices,  “Fuel¬ 
ing  Your  Own  Complaint,”  7/15/78)  is  cancelled 
by  the  smothering  effect  it  has  on  the  writer’s 
self-esteem.  Please  realize  this:  signing  one’s  full 
name  is  still  unthinkable  for  many  people.  A 
pseudonym  gives  “half-out”  people  a  way  to 
participate  without  being  anonymized.  “Name 
Withheld”  often  just  doesn’t  make  it.  One  may 
as  well  stop  writing. 

My  name  is  not  John  Smith.  My  name  is  also 
not  easy  to  send  to  a  gay  newspaper  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Please  rethink  your  no-masks  policy.  I 
would  preler  not  to  have  my  pride  “withheld” 
along  with  my  identity. 

Greenfox 

Boston 

Editor’s  Note:  Seems  to  be  some  confusion  here. 
GCN  runs  all  the  letters  we  receive  which  are 
" signed .  ”  We  have  never  had  a  policy  of  refus¬ 
ing  pseudonyms.  We  will  withhold  names ,  but  as 
noted  only  on  request.  /Is  for  "John  Smith’’  — 
that  was  the  name  signed  on  the  letter.  We 
withhold  no  "pride”  and  welcome  all  letters. 


setting  the  record 

Dear  GCN, 

As  one  of  the  few  people  mentioned  by  name 
in  Bill  Mulkern’s  saga  of  GCN  infighting  (“Fear 
and  Loathing  at  GCN,”  Vol.  6,  No.  1),  I  would 
like  to  set  the  record  “straight”  in  a  few  areas. 
First,  my  “unfortunate  editorial  squabbles”  with 
columnist  A.  Nolder  Gay  while  I  was  news  editor 
amounted  to  one  clear-headed  critique  of  the 
federal  government  by  A.  Nolder,  one  muddled 
defense  of  the  New  Deal  by  me,  and  one  rather 
cranky  rebuttal  by  A.  Nolder.  Our  “quarrel” 
was  strictly  one  of  ideas  and  not  personalities,  as 
Mulkern  suggests.  Lyn  Rosen  was  the  redoubt¬ 
able  A.  Nolder’s  editor,  and  the  only  time  I  had 
ever  spoken  with  him  up  till  that  point  was  to 
thank  him  for  some  wonderful  spiced  wine  which 
he  brought  to  GCN  layout  one  Christmas,  an 
event  probably  more  memorable  than  anyone’s 
views  on  government,  big- or  small. 

I’m  amazed  to  see  that  what  seems  like  years 
later,  the  Susan  Saxe  case  is  still  able  to  polarize 
virtually  everyone  who  still  remembers  who  she 
was.  Mulkern  quotes  one  anonymous  staff  writer 
as  saying  that  “the  editor  at  the  time  was -unable 
to  control  the  women  covering  Saxe,  and  they 
had  virtually  total  editorial  freedom.”  I  won’t 
elaborate  on  the  obvious  sexism  of  that  remark.  1 
would  like  to  add  that  it  was  one  woman  — 
Nancy  Wechsler  —  who  wrote  almost  all  the 
Saxe  pieces  and  did  a  fine  job.  Nancy  and  I 
worked  closely  on  the  Saxe  coverage,  spending 
long  hours  thrashing  out  what  was  “objective” 
and  what  was  “biased,”  but  in  the  end  it  was 
totally  my  decision  as  to  how  much  coverage  to 
give  the  Saxe  and  Grand  Jury  issues  and  where  to 
place  it  in  the  paper.  I  believed  at  the  time  and 
still  believe  that  our  coverage  of  a  lesbian 
feminist  revolutionary’s  experience  with  the 
judicial  and  prison  systems  in  this  country  was 
both  fascinating  and  enlightening.  It  might  have 
even  given  Andy  Young  pause. 


Now  on  to  the  dispute  over  whether  GCN 
should  have  gotten  involved  with  the  Club  Baths 
male  beauty  contest  (which  in  the  end  was  won 
by  a  straight  man).  Mulkern’s  article  gives  the 
impression  that -the  staff  was  split  along  male- 
female  lines,  with  the  men  supporting  the  con¬ 
test.  Not  true.  In  point  of  fact  several  of  the  men 
on  the  staff  at  that  time,  including  both  myself 
and  art  director  Steve  Blevins,  strongly  opposed 
GCN  involvement  in  the  contest.  And  the  Club 
Baths  management  was  hopping  mad  at  our 
decision  to  put  principles  before  pocketbook  and 
certainlydid  not  view  the  matter  as  “ridiculously 
trivial.”  One  further  comment:  Although  Joe 
Leo  was  in  the  forefront  of  trying  to  get  the 
contest  approved  and  this  propelled  him  on  his 
way  to  founding  Esplanade,  Leo  did  not  take  “a 
sizable  bloc”  of  writers  with  him.  In  fact  the  only 
writer  who  left  GCN  for  Esplanade  was  A. 
Nolder  Gay  and  this  was  a  long  time  later. 

Yours  in  Struggle, 

Neil  Miller 
Cambridge,  MA 

on  not  being 
'normal' 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  take  some  time  to  respond  to  a 
piece  of  malarkey  of  the  greatest  magnitude  I  can 
recall.  I  am  referring  to  a  Forum  column  written 
by  Kenneth  Ramandine  in  the  July  15  issue. 

I  fail  to  understand  how  “Becoming  Normal 
Citizens”  will  help  our  situation.  I  look  back 
over  the  past  two  centuries  in  history  and  recall 
that  all  gay  people  were  “normal  citizens”  in 
earlier  days.  Believe  me,  oppression  was  much 
more  intense  at  the  time  because  straight  people 
could  not  see  decent  role  models  —  we  were  all 
invisible.  The  only  gays  ever  seen  were  drag 
queens  and 'psychopathic  rapists  who  also  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  gay.  It  wasn’t  until  very  recently  that 
the  social  scientists  (often  upheld  as  objective 
and  fair)  began  to  think  of  us  as  maybe  a  little 
more  than  sick,  mentally  deranged,  perverts.  For 
a  long  time  we  took  all  the  shit  meant  for  the  few 
psychopaths  (child-molesters  and  the  like)  and 
those  few  “flaming  fags.” 


Mr.  Ramandine,  if  you  are  determined  to 
accept  the  apologetic  closet  society  has  chosen 
for  you,  you  would  also  do  well  to  realize  the  side 
effects  that  have  been  elicited  by  this  attitude  in 
the  past: 

—neighbors  who  find  out  accidentally,  break 
windows,  burn  houses,  or  sometimes  organize 
community  lynchings; 

— your  employer  would  be  likely  to  fire  you 
instantly; 

— walk  a  bit  too  close  to  your  lover  and  a  street 
gang  may  beat  and  knife  you. 

This  is  the  way  it  was  years  ago.  Is  this  what 
you  want  to  go  back  to?  I  don’t  call  this 
“living.”  Without  a  more  open  environment,  it 
could  happen  at  any  time. 

Pride  marches  are  very  necessary.  They  show 
the  public  that  we  have  self-confidence,  that  we 
look,  talk  and  walk  just  like  them.  More  import¬ 
antly,  marches  help  to  show  us  that  we’re  really 
not  that  alone.  We  feel  a  sense  of  unity,  therefore 
we  have  less  of  a  tendency  to  “give  up.” 

A  quote  from  Mr.  Ramandine  reads  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Why  should  we  ever  tell  anyone  we  are 
gay?  Do  straight  people  go  around  informing  us 
they’re  straight?”  Surely  you  jest!  We  are  most 
certainly  informed  every  day  that  these  people 
are  straight.  At  the  same  time,  we  are  being  given 
the  message  that  we  are  inferior.  As  an  example, 
no  one  seems  to  mind  when  the  guys  at  coffee 
break  discuss  how  excellent  their  girls  were  in  bed 
last  weekend,  and  then  how  many  “damn 
queers”  they  saw  on  a  recent  trip  to 
Provincetown,  and  how  they  would  never  do 
such  “dirty”  things.  Need  I  say  more? 

We  need  you  on  our  side.  By  accepting  a  “nor¬ 
mal”  lifestyle,  you  are  casting  a  vote  in  favor  of 
oppression  by  straights. 

Sincerely, 

Steve  Johnson 
Franklin,  MA 

OFFICE 

MANAGER/BOOKKEEPER 

Another  exciting  position  opens  up  at 
GCNl  Full  charge  bookkeeping,  office 
responsibilities  and  much,  much  more. 
We  need  a  sweet  disposition  and  an 
affinity  for  poverty.  $70/wk  plus. 
Contact  Richard  or  Mel  at  426-4469. 
Hurry! 
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SPEAKING  OUT _ 

Lesbian  Schoolworkers  Stand  Against  Briggs 


The  following  was  written  by  an  organization  called  Lesbian  Schoolworkers  in : 
San  Francisco.  It  is  the  group’s  response  to  California  State  Senator  John  Briggs’ 
anti-gay  initiative  which  provides  for  '  filing  charges  against  schoolteachers, 
teachers’  aides,  school  administrators  or  counselors  for  advocating,  soliciting, 
imposing,  encouraging  or  promoting  private  or  public  sexual  acts  defined  in  ..  . 
the  Penal  Code  between  persons  of  the  same  sex  ...” 

The  response  from  the  schoolworkers  appeared  in  the  July  issue  of  Gibbous 
Rising  and  GCN  thanks  that  publication  for  allowing  us  to  reprint. 

As  gay  schoolworkers,  we  are  a  potentially  positive  force  in  Education.  The 
schools  are  one  of  the  main  places  where  children  learn  the  differences  between  the 
roles  of  women  and  men  in  this  society.  Boys  learn  they  are  superior  to  girls.  They 
learn  to  have  more  confidence  in  themselves  and  their  bodies.  They  learn  to  be 
unemotional  and  patronizing  toward  women  who  are  “the  weaker  sex.”  They  are 
given  praise  for  assertive,  aggressive  behavior.  And  they  are  trained  for  jobs  with 
higher  status  and  higher  pay  than  “women’s  work.”  They  are  trained  to  take 
positions  of  authority  over  women  solely  because  they  are  men. 

Girls  learn  that  their  first  place  is  in  the  home  —  as  mothers  and  housewives. 
Their  jobs  outside  the  home  most  often  fit  in  the  same  category  —  clerical  workers, 
waitress,  teacher’s  aide,  teacher,  hospiiai  worker  —  taking  care  of  adults  and 
children  —  nurturing,  subservient,  relatively  powerless.  Women  are  taught  to 
accept  these  low  paid,  low  status  jobs  solely  because  we  are  women.  Most  women 
in  this  country  work  two  jobs.  Because  society  teaches  that  women’s  role  is 
primarily  in  the  home,  employers  can  get  away  with  paying  us  less  outside  the 
home.  This  is  obviously  to  their  advantage.  Women  who  demand  women’s  rights 
are  no  longer  accepting  this  inferior  status. 

As  schoolworkers,  we  are  supposed  to  play  a  major  role  in  maintaining  this 
system  and  its  divisions.  Groups  of  workers  who  don’t  conform  are  a  threat  to  the 
system  and  are  targeted  by  it.  Third  World  schoolworkers  and  communities  face 
repression  when  they  attempt  to  right  the  racism  of  the  school  system.  Now  we  are 
facing  repression  as  gay  schoolworkers. 

Gay  school  employees  do  not  conform  to  fixed  sex  roles  for  men  and  women. 
This  challenges  the  division  of  labor  between  women  and  men  which  threatens  the 
very  structure  of  women’s  oppression.  As  lesbians,  we  disprove  the  idea  that 
women  must  be  economically,  emotionally  and  sexually  dependent  on  men.  This 
directly  challenges  the  authority  of  men  over  women  throughout  U.S.  society  and 
is  therefore  dangerous  to  the  government.  The  profits  of  the  ruling  class  rely  on  the 
:  maintenance  of  men’s  authority  over  women.  We  know  this  threat  to  male 
supremacy  is  positive.  As  lesbian  schoolworkers,  we  are  committed  to  building  a 
^"school  system  and  a  society  that  does  not  have  these  divisions  based  on  race  and 
*  sex.  BUT,  in  order  to  be  the  best  possible  teachers  for  our  students,  we  MUST  have 
the  freedom  to  be  open  about  who  we  are. 

It  is  no  accident  that  the  Briggs  Initiative  is  happening  now.  The  militant 
struggles  of  Third  World  people  and  women  in  the  ’60s  won  affirmative  action, 
more  equal  education,  abortion  rights  and  other  progressive  demands.  Gay  women 


and  men  also  fought  back  against  our  oppression  and  gained  pride  in  our  gayness. 
In  the  past  few  years,  the  government  has  been  trying  to  take  away  these  gains.  The 
U.S.  economy  is  in  crisis.  As  nations  around  the  world  win  their  independence  from 
the  U.S.,  such  as  Vietnam  and  the  African  nations,  the  U.S.  economic  crisis  grows. 
There  are  cutbacks,  layoffs  and  rising  unemployment.  People  are  angry.  People 
are  frightened.  The  ruling  class  is  trying  to  use  this  situation  to  build  a  right  wing 
base  within  the  white  working  class  against  the  rights  of  Third  World  people, 
women  and  gay  people.  The  living  conditions  of  the  working  class  in  this  country 
are  atrocious.  We  suffer  from  inadequate  housing,  poor  medical  care  and  an 
inferior  educational  system.  People  are  angry  about  all  of  this,  and  the  government 
is  trying  to  channel  that  anger  against  those  who  have  the  least  control  over  the  way 
things  are  run.  The  ruling  class  is  trying  to  increase  economic  and  social  differences 
between  white  and  Third  World  people,  between  women  and  men.  They  are  trying 
to  win  public  support  for  such  actions  as  the  Bakke  decision,  anti-abortion,  forced 
sterilization,  anti-busing  and  Save  Our  Children  campaigns.  THEY  MUST  BE 
STOPPED. 

There  is  an  organized  alliance  of  conservative  forces  around  the  country  which 
is  using  local  right  wing  groups  to  support  the  government’s  goals.  The  KKK,  Nazi 
Party,  American  Labor  Party  and  John  Birch  Society  are  increasing  in  numbers 
and  becoming  much  more  visible.  They  are  united  in  their  attacks  against  Third 
World  people,  women  and  gay  people.  The  government  is  doing  nothing  publicly 
to  stop  these  right  wing  groups  while  covertly  encouraging  them.  The  racism  and 
sexism  of  these  groups  on  a  local  level  plays  right  into  the  hands  of  government 
strategy  on  a  national  level.  Another  aspect  of  this  strategy  is  to  give  all  these 
attacks  the  appearance  of  a  grassroots  campaign.  In  fact,  they  are  directed  and 
financed  from  the  top. 

Lesbian  Schoolworkers  has  been  working  within  the  Bay  Area  Gay  Teachers 
and  Schoolworkers  Coalition.  We  are  building  popular  support  against  the  Briggs 
Initiative.  We  have  been  speaking  on  radio  and  TV  and  to  community  groups.  We 
are  writing  and  distributing  literature  and  a  newsletter;  and  we  are  raising  money  to 
continue  with  our  work. 

As  gay  people  in  the  schools,  we  want  to  fight  for  more  than  the  rights  of  gay 
schoolworkers.  We  want  to  fight  for  the  rights  of  students,  parents  and  other 
school  employees.  We  want  to  join  in  the  struggle  for  quality,  anti-racist,  anti- 
sexist  education,  hiring  of  Third  World  staff,  bilingual  education,  community 
control,  and  the  many  other  demands  of  oppressed  groups  within  the  educational 
system. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  _ _ =^====== 


COMMUNITY  VOICES  cont. 


in  support  of 
native  americans 

To  the  Editor: 

Re.  Nancy  Walker’s  Humble  Pie  in  New 
Hampshire  (GCN  7/29/78). 

Even  in  the  spirit  of  humor  the  reference  to 
going  through  “hostile  Indian  territory”  is 
offensive,  because  it  is  inaccurate  and  reflects 
cultural  racism.  The  Native  Americans  were  very 
friendly  to  the  settlers  in  New  England  until  they 
learned  that  the  whites  were  “legally”  stealing 
their  land,  and  until  they  were  hired  to  fight  in 
the  white  man’s  wars.  It  is  the  whites  who  consci¬ 
ously  brought  smallpox  to  the  Native  Americans, 
and  who  invented  and  encouraged  scalping.  The 
town  of  Mashpee  has  yet  to  be  given  back  to  its 
rightful  owners.  We  must  be  careful  who  we  call 
hostile. 

On  Feb.  1 1  about  340  Native  Americans  and 
supporters  set  off  on  a  walk  from  Alcatraz, 
Calif.,  to  Washington,  D.C.  They  arrived  on 
July  15  and  made  pleas  to  the  government  to  pay 
attention  to  equal  rights  here  at  home. 

They  have  asked  that  certain  bills  not  be  made 
law.  The  Native  American  Equal  Opportunities 
Act  of  77  would  close  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  abrogate  the  trust  relationship  between 
the  Indian  peoples  and  the  government,  void  all 
Indian  treaties,  and  take  away  hunting,  fishing 
and  water  rights.  The  Omnibus  Indian  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Act  of  77  would  remove  all  tribal  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  non-Indians  and  further  limit  tribal 
jurisdiction  over  tribal  members.  The  Criminal 
Code  Reform  Act  of  77  (S-1437),  sometimes 
known  as  “Son  of  S-l,”  is  a  threat  to  the 
freedom  of  all  people,  and  it  specifically  would 
abolish  •  all  previous  treaties  between  Indian 
Nations  and  the  federal  government. 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  support  our  Native 
American  friends  with  letters  to  our  representa¬ 
tives  and  senators  telling  them  to  not  vote  lor 
these  bills,  and  stating  our  concern  for 
everyone’s  basic  human  rights. 

Demian 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


our  important 
work 

Dear  GCN  folks, 

Thanks  so  much  for  all  your  hard  work  — 
your  paper  is  greatly  appreciated  in  places  like 
Roanoke,  Virginia.  1  could  be  completely  open  if 
I  had  only  myself  to  consider  but  my  friend/ 
lover  is  in  a  profession  that  would  simply  not 
tolerate  a  lesbian  at  this  time  —  maybe  not  even 
in  our  lifetime.  We  have  a  few  close  friends  with 
whom  we  can  be  open  about  ourselves  but  our 
social  life  here  is  extremely  limited.  We  are  very 
glad  to  have  a  newspaper  that  tries  to  cover  the 
whole  spectrum  of  the  gay  community,  both 
male  and  female  and  nationally  and  internation¬ 
ally. 

For  those  who  wonder  if  it  was  relevant  to 
bother  with  Gay  Pride  Marches  after  the  set¬ 
backs  of  this  past  year  —  yes!  It  was  terribly 
important  for  those  of  us  living  in  the  smaller 
cities  and  towns,  where  there  are  no  gay  rights 
organizations  (and  even  if  there  were  my  friend 
couldn’t  join)  and  no  Gay  Pride  Marches. 

It  is  such  a  joy  to  see  gay  men  and  lesbians 
marching  somewhere,  even  if  we  can’t  march 
here.  I  know  it  must  seem  discouraging  some¬ 
times,  like  the  marches  don’t  seem  to  change 
anything,  but  1  think  they  do.  Every  time 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  seen  it  helps. 

The  Civil  Rights  Act  did  not  make  white 
people  forget  their  racism  and  the  law  cannot 
make  straights  like  or  understand  gay  people. 
The  struggle  for  humans  to  learn  to  accept  and 
maybe  even  like  those  who  are  different,  whether 
you’re  something  like  a  dolphin  who  swims  in  the 
sea,  or  another  human  being  who  happens  to  be 
a  different  color,  or  who  loves  people  of  the 
same  sex,  it  has  been  a  long  and  tedious  effort.  It 
is  a  common  trait  among  humans  to  show  fear 
and  anxiety  toward  anyone  or  anything  “differ¬ 
ent.”  We’re  getting  better  about  this,  but  it’s  a 
slow  process. 

So,  please,  GCN,  keep  up  your  very  important 
work. 

Name  Withheld  on  Request 
Roanoke,  VG 


a  long  way  to  go 

Dear  GCN, 

In  response  to  your  editorial  in  the  July  15 
issue,  I  would  suggest  that  you  examine  your 
statement  of  principles  —  that  GCN  “supports 
the  aims  of  feminism.  Third  World  and  other 
minority  struggles”  (emphasis  mine). 

It  may  be  news  to  you  that  women  are  a 
majority  —  52<7o.  We  are  not  a  minority,  and 
don’t  like  being  referred  to  as  such. 

1  have  seen  efforts  to  be  more  sensitive  to 
lesbian  and  Third  World  struggles  in  GCN; 
however,  I  suggest  that  there  is  still  a  long  way  to 
go. 


The  following  editorial  appeared  in 
the  New  Haven  Register,  June  23, 
1978.  It  was  headlined  “Do  Such  Polls 
Have  A  ny  Meaning? 

A  poll  taken  by  a  national  magazine 
of  some  800  high  school  students  has 
determined  that  Adolf  Hitler  and 
Anita  Bryant  are  considered  the  man 
and  woman  who  “have  done  the  most 
damage  in  the  world.” 

Now,  we  know  that  certain  people 
and  groups,  namely  those  fighting  for 
so-called  “gay  _  rights,”  will  say 
“Amen”  to  that  conclusion. 

However,  any  polling  result  that 
would  link  the  doings  of  Anita  Bryant 
with  the  evil  deeds  of  Adolf  Hitler 
proves  either  (1)  the  long  way  the 
survey  field  has  to  go  before  its  tech¬ 
niques  can  be  considered  valid  and  de¬ 
pendable,  or  (2)  the  superficiality  of 
thought  that  goes  into  the  answers. 

In  the  case  of  this  particular  poll,  it 
may  be  a  mixture  of  both. 


Thus  while  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
hiss  Ed  Mede’s  speech  at  the  Gay  Pride  Rally 
about  the  Revere  trials,  neither  did  the  lesbians 
like '  to  hear  about  all  the  gay  men  who 
accomplished  things  in  history  and  nothing 
about  the  lesbians. 

So  if  lesbians  seem  to  be  sensitive  sometimes, 
perhaps  the  gay  men  on  the  GCN  staff  could 
consider  why. 

As  the  majority  I  feel  it  would  make  more 
sense  to  hear  and  read  she  and  he;  women,  men 
and  children;  and  lesbian  and  gay  men  all  the 
time  rather  than  on  a  few  liberal  occasions. 

Sincerely, 

y  Virginia  Hodgdon 

Somerville,  MA 


We’re  not  about  to  defend  Miss  Bry¬ 
ant,  nor  do  we  feel  she  needs  any  de¬ 
fense.  But  it  has  to  be  a  sign  of  some¬ 
thing,  perhaps  the  easy  way  youths  are 
swayed  by  either  their  teachers  or  other 
influence,  in  adopting  judgements. 
Certainly  no  one  with  a  modicum  of 
common  sense  and  perhaps  even  a 
smattering  of  history  would  rate  her  as 
a  woman  who  has  harmed  the  world 
more  than  any  other. 

The  competency  of  such  polls  —  or 
of  the  students  who  participate  in  them 
—  comes  more  into  question,  however, 
in  the  response  to  the  question. 

‘‘If  you  could  give  a  prize  for 
achievement  in  religion,  to  which 
famous  person  would  you  give  the 
prize?” 

Ranked  first  was  Billy  Graham.  In 
second  place  was  God. 

If  you  think  God  should  have  been 
ranked  first,  you’re  wrong  too.  Read 
the  question  again.  God  was  not  a 
proper  answer. 
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DID  YOU  SEE? 


Italian  Journalist  Reports  on  Gay  Congress  Held  by  FUORI 


The  following  is  from  an  article 
which  appeared" in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Italian  political,  cultural  weekly 
“ Espresso .  ”  Written  by  Italian 
journalist  Giovanni  Mariotti,  the 
article  was  entitled  “From  Now  On 
We’ll  All  Be  Very  Gay:  The  Congress 
of  FUORI.  ’’FUORI  is  the  United  Ital¬ 
ian  Revolutionary  Homosexual  Front. 
Freely  translated,  the  word  “fuori”  is 
Italian  for  “come  out.  ” 

The  article  was  translated  from  the 
Italian  for  GCN  by  Mike  Riegle. 

TORINO  —  Does  homosexuality 
exist?  Maybe  it  doesn’t;  maybe  only 
“homosexualities”  exist:  masculine  or 
feminine,  open  or  closeted,  simply 
physically  affective  or  intercourse  de¬ 
pendent,  alternate  or  exclusive  forms 
of  affection.  The  diversi  [the  different 
ones  or  gays]  are  not  equal;  this  is 
partly  why  it  is  difficult  to  unite  them 
into  a  single  movement.  Nor  are  they 
repressed  and  discriminated  against  in 
the  same  degree.  Some  other  contradic¬ 
tions:  some  talk  about  being  gay  in  the 
streets,  but  don’t  dare  talk  about  it  at 
home;  one  who  promotes  or  develops 
gay  meeting  places  soon  feels  the  ang¬ 
uish  of  having  actually  created  a 
ghetto;  one  who  works  in  a  gay  poli¬ 
tical  movement  has  to  get  lesbians, 
insipid  gays,  closeted  gays,  and  gay 
people  of  all  other  temperaments  to 
work  together;  anyone  who  wants  to 
create  partito  frocio  [queer  party  — 
queer  is  the  phrase  used  by  most 
straight  Italians  who  dislike  gays]  will 
find  themselves  implicated  in  the  usual 
banalities  of  straight  politics,  that  ispn 
extremely  ordinary  relationships 
between  disagreeing  adults. 

1  was  thinking  this  following  the 
work  of  the  6th  National  Congress  of 
FUORI  at  Torino.  Born  6  years  ago. 


terato  a)  Partito 
SULLA  SESSOAUI 


Members  of  the  Italian  Gay  Rights  organization  FUORI 


7UORI  was  the  first  gay  political 
movement.  What  remains  of  it  today? 
Apart  from  the  symbol,  it  seems  to  me 
not  very  much.  There  wasn’t  anyone  in 
Torino,  or  rather  almost  no  one  (some 
50  people),  and  those  who  were  there 
were  in  disagreement  with  each  other. 

Revolutionary  gays?  Angelo  Pez- 
zana,  the  leader  of  FUORI,  admitted 
that  the  definition  does  not  correspond 
to  the  reality.  It’s  no  longer  a  case  of 
making  the  revolution  but  of  fighting 
against  discrimination  and  defending 
gay  rights  —  the  theme  of  the  Congress 
was  “Homosexual  Liberation  and 
Civil  Rights.”  Besides^  homosexuals 
are  found  in  all  classes' of  society,  so 
their  movement  has  to  cross  class  lines. 

Naturally,  the  question  of  civil  rights 
is  important  and  the  denunciation  of 
violence  against  homosexuals  is  inviol¬ 
able.  The  observations  made  by  Enzo 
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Dili 6  RUSSO  SAYS... 
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LAST  WEEK:  While  the  other  candidate  was  out  marching  in  the  streets, 

DELLO  RUSSO  spoke  to  the  parks  and  recreation  and  public 
works  commissioners , asking  that  our  pool  be  cleaned  and  made 
safe  for  our  children. 

LAST  YEAR  NOT 

LAST  MONTH:  While  the  other  candidate  was  speaking , DELLO  RUSSO  took  direct 

action  at  a  meeting  the  city's  planning  board  to  initiate  in 
the  North  End, the  Cambridge  permit  parking  plan  to  deter 
commuters  from  parking  in  the  city. 

SIX  YEARS  AGO, 

NOT  LAST  MONTH: While  the  other  candidate  made  appearances  on  T.V.  DELLO  RUSSO 
asked  the  licensing  board  to  stop  the  flow  of  liquor  licenses 
in  the  NorthEnd  Waterfront  area. 

TWO  YEARS  AGO:  DELLO  RUSSO  was  the  recording  secretary  and  member  of  the. 

executive  council  for  the  Knights  of  Columbus  before  and  during 
the  construction  of  the  elderly  housing  projects. 

LAST  YEAR  NOT 

LAST  MONTH:  While  the  other  candidate  made  appearances , DELLO  RUSSO  discussed 

a  more  suitable  site  for  the  Charles  Street  jail  with  the  Sheriff 

FOUR  YEARS  AGO : THE  OTHER  CANDIDATE  RECEIVED  $225,000  in  grants.  DELLO  RUSSO 

asks  how  long  will  it  take  to  open  this  recreational  facility. 

THERE ' S  A  BIG  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  A_  PERSON  WHO  PLAYS  TO  THE 
GRANDSTAND , AND  ONE  WHO  WORKS  QUIETLY  AND  EFFECTIVLEY. 


* 


D£UO  AUSSO 

DEMOCRAT 
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Francone,  at  the  Congress,  in  his 
report  “Information  and  Homosexual¬ 
ity”  were  correct.  He  said  that  no  one 
would  be  surprised  these  days  to  read 
in  the  sensationalist  press,  “Horrible 
crime  in  the  squalid  world  of  homosex¬ 
uals.”  They  would  be  surprised  to 
find,  however,  he  continued, 
“Horrible  crime  in  the  squalid  world 
of  employees.”  If  anything,  the 
objection  that  might  be  made  about  the 
new  reformist  FUORI  (and  also  the 
League  for  Personal  Sexual  Rights, 
whose  formation  was  announced  by 
Angelo  Pezzana  during  the  Congress) 
is  another.  Can  a  movement  which 
concerns  itself  mainly  with  pleasures, 
aim  itself  especially  at  civil  rights, 
which  have  always  involved,  as  a 
necessary  complement,  a  whole  series 
of  duties?  Can  a  homosexual 
movement  present  itself  in  a  primarily 


combative  form? 

If  I  had  to  summarize  my  impres¬ 
sions  as  a  journalist,  I  would  say  the 
homosexual  movement  risks  letting  it¬ 
self  be  overwhelmed  by  the  general 
malaise  of  these  years — even  though  it 
would  be  necessary  to  take  into  ac¬ 
count  not  only  FUORI  but  the  num¬ 
erous  other  homosexual  groups  of 
which  I  know  nothing,  like  the  Sappho 
Brigades  of  Torino,  the  many  collect¬ 
's  ives  in  Milan,  the  gay,  socialist  collect- 
®  ives  in  Bologna. 

Homosexuals  seek  legislative 
changes,  but  laws  do  not  touch  the  pro¬ 
found  structure  of  prejudices.  They  are 
adopting  a  defensive  strategy,  but  to 
me  it  seems  that  they  should  be  adopt¬ 
ing  a  more  aggressive  strategy.  They 
should  ask  themselves  how  their  sexual 
feelings  relate  to  tne  general  erotic 
economy  of  the  society.  Note,  for 
example,  how  group  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  lead  many  heterosexuals  to  have 
some  contact  with  a  homosexual 
experience.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
most  important  task  of  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  remains  that  of  proclaiming  its 
own  pleasure,  of  showing  that 
pleasure,  and  of  making  it  flourish  in 
all  its  varieties. 

I  am  a  heterosexual  and  I  have  the 
instinctive  reactions  of  all  heterosex¬ 
uals.  Hidden  in  a  corner  of  the  stage  at 
the  Congress,  I  was  afraid  of  being 
taken  for  a  strange  and  bearded  queen. 
This  is  a  typical  vileness  from  which  a 
non-closeted  homosexual  would  have 
liberated  himself.  Maybe  it  would  take 
only  a  little  effort  to  destroy  such 
ridiculous  fears —  making  homosexual 
kissing  as  public  as  heterosexual 
kissing.  Anyone  who  is  as  familiar, 
from  childhood,  with  the  tendernesses 
Continued  on  page  9 


Hair  Cutting  Party 

Monday ,  August  28 
4  till  8pm 
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for  men  and  women 
80  Charles  St. 

Boston  (Beacon  Hill)  742-0210 


Have  your  hair  cut  and  styled  ($12) 

ALL  PROCEEDS 
TO  BENEFIT 

gay  community  news 

Refreshments  served  compliments  of 
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ADVERTISING  CONSULTANT 

739-2200 


Pride  Week  Committee  Issues  Accounting  of  Activities 


BOSTON  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Week  Committee  here  has  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  $364.98  for  the  10th  Annivers¬ 
ary  Stonewall  Rebellion  Gay  Pride 
Week  in  1979. 

The  Committee  has  issued  a  com¬ 
plete  accounting  of  this  year’s  activi¬ 
ties.  Total  income  from  the  celebration 
was  $3007.42.  The  report  shows  that 
there  was  just  over  $1400  left  from  Gay 
Pride  1977;  $1046.50  was  raised  at  this 
year’s  rally;  the  film  benefit  brought  in 
$354;  $145  was  collected  at  the  dance; 
the  workshops  garnered  $25;  and  the 


Town  Hall  Meeting  at  Fanueil  Hall 
brought  in  $35.97. 

The  total  expenses  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  ’78  were  $2642.44.  The  larg¬ 
est  single  expense  this  year  was  the 
$1100  spent  on  the  rally  stage  and 
sound  system. 

John  Mitzel  of  the  Committee  told 
GCN  that  the  expense  was  incurred  on 
the  stage  this  year  because  the 
Committee  was  unable  to  get  the  Park- 
man  Bandstand  on  the  Boston 
Common.  The  free  public  stand  was 
reserved  for  a  Boycott  JP  Stevens  rally. 


Mitzel  recommended  that  next  year’s 
Gay  Pride  organizers  “should  set  a 
date  and  obtain  a  permit  [for  the  band¬ 
stand]  early.  .  .  like  December  of  this 
year  at  the  latest.’’ 

The  breakdown  of  other  expenses  at 
this  year’s  week  were  as  follows:  post¬ 
age,  $54.25;  phone,  $2.55;  movie  pro¬ 
jector  rental,  $20;  printing,  $366.99; 
envelopes,  $12.80;  buckets,  $7.46;  bal¬ 
loons,  $21.48;  typesetting,  $28.35;  tal¬ 
ent  at  the  rally,  $150;  film  rental, 
$131.65;  Fanueil  Hall  rental  and  secur¬ 
ity,  $187;  two  bullhorns,  $276.21; 


workshop  expenses,  $109;  dance  hall 
rental,  $50;  mobile  child  care  unit  for 
parade,  $64.86;  miscellaneous,  $59.84. 

Next  year  being  the  10th  Anniver 
sa.y  of  the  riot  at  the  Stonewall  in  New 
York’s  Greenwich  Village,  John  Mitzel 
has  urged  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  week 
members  to  “think  about  fundraising 
during  the  year.”  He  also  pointed  out 
that  although  there  were  pledges  from 
members  of  the  gay  business  commun¬ 
ity  this  year,  no  contributions  were 
made. 


Speakers’  Bureau  and  Library  Continued  from  Page  1 


tutional  violations  inherent”  in  the  de¬ 
nial  of  the  use  of  the  lecture  hall. 

The  attorneys  contended  that  library 
policy  permitted  use  of  lecture  facilities 
“by  organizations  for  public  meetings 
of  an  educational,  philanthropic,  or 
civic  nature.”  The  attorneys  added 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Bureau’s  re¬ 
quest,  the  library  facilities  were  avail¬ 
able  to  and  used  by  non-library  organ¬ 
izations  for  lectures  and  slide  shows. 

On  July  20,  Attorney  Ward  wrote  to 
City  of  Boston  Attorney  Harold  J. 


Carroll,  who  represented  the  library. 
Ward  again  requested  the  Rabb 
Lecture  Hall,  for  the  Speakers’ 
Bureau,  for  September  5.  Ward  stated 
that  he  would  seek  a  restraining  order 
against  the  BPL  if  the  matter  could  not 
be  solved  without  litigation. 

A  First  Amendment  Question 

Ward  told  GCN  he  was  pleased  by 
the  call  from  McNiff  ending  the  threat 
of  the  law  suit.  “They  certainly  would 
not  have  done  it  without  that  threat,” 
he  said. 


Attacks  Against  Gays  Continued  from  Page  1 


community  by  a  special  social  interest 
group,  as  also  happens  with  other  min¬ 
ority  groups,  which  is  disturbing  to 
that  community  or  society.  In  chal¬ 
lenging  power,  you  run  against  those 
not  wanting  to  give  up  that  power.  In 
this  sense,  those  guys  were  an  exponent 
of  society  to  beat  down  the  gays. 

“The  more  the  battle  is  heated  up, 
the  more  occurrences  like  this  you  can 
expect.  So,  more  resolution  is  needed. 

“The  goal  of  activism  is  to  change 
society’s  views.  There  are  also  sexually 


repressed  people  having  a  very  irration¬ 
al  emotional  reaction  to  this  goal.  Be- 
haviorally,  everyone  has  been  pro¬ 
grammed  to  be  heterosexual.  Individu¬ 
als  see  things  in  others  [gays]  that  they 
fear  in  themselves. 

“Particularly  in  New  York,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  you  have  to  be  aggressive.  ‘Fag¬ 
got’  is  considered  weak,  ineffectual, 
and  nonassertive.  Gays  need  to  point 
out  that  they’re  successful,  creative, 
and  assertive,  that  they  are  good  teach¬ 
ers  and  good  attorneys,  and  successful 


FLEA  MARKET 

somauuiicRC 

295  Franklin  Street 
Aug.  6th  l-8pm 

Anyone  wishing  to 
set  up  a  booth  should  call: 

423-7730 

50c  admission 
which  will  be  donated  to 

GCN 

Refreshments  will  be  sold 

by  the 

COMMITTEE  FOR  GAY  YOUTH 


Pointing  out  that  the  “law  was 
abundantly  clear”  and  in  favor  of  the 
Speakers’  Bureau  in  the  dispute,  Ward 
added  that  it  has  already  been  noted 
that  the  government  cannot  discrimin¬ 
ate  against  a  forum  on  the  basis  of  con¬ 
tent,  “under  the  equal  protection 
clause  and  the  First  Amendment.” 

In  a  1972  case  [ Police  Dept.  vs.  Mos¬ 
ley],  which  Ward  was  planning  on 
using  in  his  brief  against  the  library, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that, 
“The  government  may  not  grant  the 


in  fields  demanding  discipline.” 

Part  of  the  problem  with  social  res¬ 
olution  will  be  eased  when  more  gays 
and  lesbians  become  personally  self- 
accepting  and  come  out  of  the  closets, 

Moss  suggested. 

“Many  individual  men  and  women 
with  homosexual  preferences  feel  tre¬ 
mendous  feelings  of  inferiority,  both 
personal  and  public.”  Such  people  are 
so  intense  and  unconscious  of  these 
feelings  that  other  people  feel  the  un¬ 
consciousness,  too,  in  a  “participation 
mystique.”  Such  situations  can  trigger 
highly  emotional' fights. 

“Gays  (or  anyone  else)  who  have  a 

Happy  First  Anniversary  Big  D 
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Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 

$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

Also,  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 
353-1550 

Dr.  Richard  T.  Montross 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 

'Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees. 


Alan  Haymon  Productions.  Inc.  Presents 

EXCLUSIVE  1  NIGHT  ENGAGEMENT 

CLEO 
LAINE 

AND  JOHN 
DANKWORTH 

BERKLEE  * 
PERFORMANCE  CENTER 
SAT..  AUG.  5  7  P.M. 

S3  50  S9  50  AT  BOX  OFFICE  (266  1400)  STRAWBERRIES.  0UT-0F  TOWN  CONCERT 
CHARGE  (CA!  .  426-8181)  SEND  MAIL  ORDERS  TO  BERKLEE  PERFORMANCE  CENTER 
*141.  ROYLSTCN  ST  BOSTON.  M A 
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CHARLES  RIVER  PLAZA 

173  CAMBRIDGE  STREET  (617)  523-5195 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02114 


use  of  a  forum  to  people  whose  views  it 
finds  acceptable,  but  deny  use  to  those 
wishing  to  express  less  favored  or  more 
controversial  views. 

“.  .  .  [the  government]  may  not  se¬ 
lect  which  issues  are  worth  discussing 
or  debating  in  public  facilities.  ...  once 
a  forum  is  opened  up  to  assembly  to 
some  groups,  the  government  may  not 
prohibit  others  from  speaking  or  as¬ 
sembling  on  the  basis  of  what  they  in¬ 
tend  to  say.  Exclusion  from  a  public 
forum  may  not  be  justified  by  content 
alone.” 


way  of  being,”  Moss  noted,  “which  is 
not  accepted  or  that  they  feel  is  wrong 
about  themselves,  can  deny,  overcom¬ 
pensate  for,  or  become  defensive  about 
this  way  of  being.  The  most  common 
development  is  paranoia,  the  fear  of 
being  found  out  and  punished. 

“Coming  out  of  the  closet  forces 
others  to  accept  that  one  is  not  just  a 
sexual  being.  Showing  gayness  in  this 
different  light  would  force  others  to 
look  at  their  own  homosexuality.” 
Moss  aptly  stated,  “Be  an  individual 
solution  to  the  social  problem.” 


NEW  YORK.  NEW  YORK 


By  Harold  Pickett 
NEW  YORK  —  The  “Gay  Pride 
Day”  March,  June  25,  in  NYC  should 
be  renamed  “Gay  Shame  Day.”  When 
gay  rights  bills  across  the  country  are 
being  defeated  and  the  national  media 
reports  political  “shifts  to  the  Right,” 
when  they  themselves  are  creating 
those  shifts  by  their  own  propaganda, 
a  mere  85,000  marchers  from  up  and 
down  the  whole  FastCoast  is  pathetic. 
We  know  there  must  be  at  least  a 
million  in  the  combined  city  bars  and 
discos  on  just  about  any  Saturday 
night,  so  when  it  comes  to  a  daylight 
march,  “shame”  wins  out  by  almost  a 
5-1  margin. 

When  you  add  bullshit  to  shame,  the 
numbers  are  likely  to  decrease  even 
further  for  future  marches.  The 
amount  of  bullshit  this  year  was  almost 
overwhelming. 

I  opposed  GCN’s  decision  to  run  the 
cover  photo  and  two  front  page  photos 
along  with  the  headline  “New  York 
March  Sees  Arrests”  (Vol.  5,  No.  51). 
A  far  more  suitable  cover  photo  would 
have  shown  any  number  of  the  un¬ 
ashamed,  self-loving,  free  women  and 
men  marching  with  smiling  faces. 
Also,  I  did  not  write  the  three 
paragraphs  referring  to  the  arrests  in 
the  “Nationwide”  article. 

Over  the  years,  I’ve  observed  the 
side-tracking,  disruptive,^  counter¬ 
productive  efforts  of  four  or  five  indi¬ 
viduals  at  numerouus  meetings  and 
events.  A  couple  of  them,  in  particular, 
seem  to  enjoy  the  role  of  professional 
victim  and  thrive  on  the  hostility  they 
generate.  It’s  an  amazing  process  to 
watch. 

The  half-dozen  participants  in  “Gay 


Walk  for  Freedom”  (GWF)  did  not 
“lead”  this  year’s  New  York  march. 
Rather,  they  did  not  want  to  be  part  of 
the  Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day 
Committee  march.  CSLDC  agreed 
with  these  people  and  with  the  police 
that  the  group  could  walk  ahead  of  the 
community  march.  Part  of  the  mutual 
agreement  was  that  GWF  would  keep 
at  least  one  block  ahead  of  the  regular 
march’s  lead  banners.  (When  one 
considers  the  broad  range  of  the  com¬ 
munity  with  its  diverse  members, 
oppressions,  and  perspectives,  the 
subject  of  “lead  banners”  is  no  small 
matter  easily  arrived  at  or  dismissed.) 
The  Fifth  Avenue  march  was,  itself, 
illegal;  there  was  no  permit.  Any 
individual  marcher  or  CSLDC  repre¬ 
sentative  could  have  been  arrested  at 
any  time. 

Its  wishes  granted,  GWF  did  not 
keep  its  agreement.  The  group  fell 
back,  shortening  the  distance  between 
it  and  CSLDC.  Police,  maintaining  the 
original  agreement,  urged  GWF  for¬ 
ward  and  when  they  resisted  marching 
ahead,  a  police  officer  shoved.  GWF 
marchers  then  sat  down  in  the  street, 
willing  to  block  the  85,000  marchers 
behind  them.  Police  arrested  two  GWF 
members,  took  them  to  the  station, 
gave  them  summonses,  and  released 
them,  all  within  an  hour.  Had  the 
police  not  removed  the  sit-downers 
from  the  street,  CSLDC  marshals 
would  have  had  to  do  so  themselves. 
GWF  might  have  preferred  that  occur¬ 
rence.  They  could  have  more  effect¬ 
ively  accused  the  lesbian  marshals  of 
oppression  and  persecution.  As  it  was, 
they  tried  to  accuse  first  CSLDC  and 
then  the  lesbian  marshals  of  instigating 
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On  Tiie  Villa qc  Square 
Bellows  Falls,  Vermont 

56  Rooms  Dining  Room  Coffee  Shop 
Piano  Bar  Disco  Bar 

2  hrs.  from  Boston 

Far  further  information  and  reservations  write 
of  call  John  or  Andrew  1 -S02-463-3Q66. 


LINDEN  LODGE 


IN  THE  HEART  OF  OLD  O  GUN  QUIT 

24  Shore  RcL,  Ogunquit 
Where  the  Interesting  People  Stay 

Free  Continental  Breakfast 

(20 7)  646-2181 


the  police  action.  Actions  such  as 
GWF’s  belong  in  provocateur  manuals 
instead  of  those  for  gay  liberation. 

It  was  fortunate  that  most  of  those 
marching  up  to  Central  Park  did  not 
stay  in  Sheep  Meadow  for  the  whole 
rally.  It’s  difficult  enough  to  get  people 
involved  in  political  actions,  but  when 
you  bore  them  to  death  with  endless 
speakers  and  entertainers  who  can’t 
perform  well  under  poor  conditions, 
it’s  a  safe  bet  they  won’t  be  first  in  line 
again  next  year.  It’s  about  time  to 
admit  that  three-hour  rallies  just  don’t 
work. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Christopher 
Street  Festival  was  viewed  by  many 
activists  as  counter  to  the  march  and 
having  been  instituted  by  the  bars. 
After  one  year,  the  Festival  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  an  “institution.”  Indica¬ 
tions  are  that  relations  between 
CSLDC  and  the  Festival  will  be  even 
closer  next  year.  Maybe  it’s  time  to 
limit  entertainment  to  the  activities  of 
the  Festival.  After  the  march  has  made 
its  political  point,  and  after  one  or  two 
short  speeches,  the  Central  Park  rally 
could  easily  dismiss  in  under  an  hour. 
Let  our  activists  speak  from  the  stage 
downtown  where  people  are  free  to 
come  and  go,  expressing  interest  when 
they  wish  to  do  so,  but  without  feeling 
trapped. 

I’m  amazed  at  some  of  the  speaker’s 
egos  this  year,  outraged  when  they 
weren’t  scheduled  to  speak  first.  Every 
group  has  important  concerns  and 
needs;  and  every  group  and  individual 
is  important.  However,  when  speakers 
do  not  stick  to  the  main  issue  of  gay 
rights,  but  instead  harangue  and  abuse 
the  audience,  many  of  whom  may  be 
attending  a  rally  for  their  very  first 
time,  we  can  bet  they  will  only  alienate 


people  and  lose  support  for  their  other 
issues.  This  is  regardless  of  how  legit¬ 
imate  these  other  concerns  may  be. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  is  not  the 
day  to  complicate  and  to  divide. 

CSLDC  and  its  member  groups  de¬ 
serve  our  thanks  and  appreciation  for 
the  work  they’ve  done  on  behalf  of  the 


entire  lesbian  and  gay  community.  It’s 
too  easy  to  just  sit  back  and  complain. 


New  York’s  CSLDC  March 


Pm  MEETING  of  the 

GAY  BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION 

The  GBA  will  hold  a  general  meeting 
and  party  at: 

THE  POOL  SPLASH 


THE  RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 

Tuesday,  August  8th 
4:00pm — Pool  Party,  Cash  Bar 
6:00pm — Buffet 

8:30pm — General  Meeting  &  Speakers 

(Including  Elaine  Noble,  Barbara  Gittings, 
and  the  Greater  Gotham  Business  Council)  | 
$3.oo  at  the  door  -  | 

This  is  an  open  meeting  and  \ 

Everyone  is  urged  to  attend. 

I 

FOR  INFORMATION  ON 
MEMBERSHIP,  REFERRALS, 
AND  THE  POOL  SPLASH- 
CALL:  247-3431  J 

The  Gay  Business  Association 
102  Charles  St.  Box  129 
Boston,  Mass.  02114 

“ Gay  Business  Is  Good  Business  ” 
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CONNTACT 


By  Nick  Olcott 

NEW  HAVEN  —  Members  of  the 
Connecticut  Gay  Task  Force  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  starting  a  prison  project  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  conditions  gay  inmates  in 
the  State’s  correctional  facilities  face 
and  to  work  to  change  them.  The  proj¬ 
ect  will  focus  initially  on  conditions  in 
the  E  Block  of  Somers  state  prison,  but 
the  members  hope  to  find  out  what  the 
situation  is  in  other  prisons.  They  hope 
in  addition  to  investigate  the  prisons’ 
policy  regarding  transsexuals  and 
transvestites;  at  present,  inmates  are 
assigned  to  facilities  according  to  the 
biological  sex  given  in  their  identifica¬ 


tion,  although  that  may  not  agree  with 
their  own  sexual  identification. 

At  the  Connecticut  Correctional 
,  Facility  at  Somers,  openly  gay  men, 
transsexuals,  transvestites,  and  very  ef¬ 
feminate  men,  whether  gay  or  straight, 
have  been  assigned  to  a  segregated  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  prison,  the  E  Block.  While 
such  segregation  does  protect  these  in¬ 
mates  from  sexual  harassment  and  as¬ 
sault  by  straight  inmates  in  the  general 
prison  population,  conditions  in  the  E 
Block  are  worse  than  in  other  sections 
of  the  prison.  The  E  Block  is  also  used 
for  inmates  who  have  been  disruptive 
or  have  endangered  other  people.  Gay 


inmates  may  find  themselves  in  a  segre¬ 
gated  facility  with  just  those  inmates 
who  harassed  others  in  other  parts  of 
the  prison.  The  E  Block,  in  addition, 
has  no  access  to  the  recreational  facil¬ 
ities  of  the  prison  and  may  not  use  the 
gymnasium.  There  are  no  educational 
programs  for  inmates  assigned  to  this 
block,  and  no  work  programs  are 
available.  Because  one  must  work  in 
order  to  earn  parole  points,  gay  men 
assigned  to  the  E  Block  have  virtually 
no  chance  to  receive  parole. 

The  C.G.T.F.  prison  project  hopes 
to  set  up  a  counseling  program  for  the 
inmates  .and  to  work  for  the 


establishment  of  work  and  parole  pos¬ 
sibilities  in  the  E  Block.  They  also  plan 
to  set  up  a  library  of  gay  literature  and 
resource  materials  to  be  made  available 
to  the  inmates. 

The  project  initiators  need  people  to 
help  with  these  tasks.  Particularly 
needed  are  gay  men  who  could  work  as 
counselors  for  the  inmates.  Anyone 
who  can  help  or  who  has  additional  in¬ 
formation  about  the  other  prisons  in 
Connecticut  should  contact  the 
C.G.T.F.  Prison  Project,  Dai  Thomp¬ 
son,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven,  CT 
06505. 


Legal  Action  Against  Police  Considered  After  Milwaukee  Raids 


MILWAUKEE,  WI  —  The  Gay 
People’s  Union  in  this  city  is  consider¬ 
ing  legal  action  against  the  Milwaukee 
Police  Dept,  after  raids  on  two  gay 
clubs  the  night  of  July  15.  The  group 
announced  that  it  had  discussed  legal 
action  with  Attorney  Gilda  Shellow 
against  the  right  of  police  to  raid 
private  clubs. 

Attorney  Shellow  is  representing  the 
1 1  men  arrested  in  the  raids  on  Le  Club 
Finlandia  and  the  Club  Bath  Milwau¬ 
kee.  She  told  a  meeting  of  the  Gay 
People’s  Union,  “From  the  pattern  it 
would  appear  that  there  is  some  kind 
of  campaign  being  launched,  and  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  it’s  ill-advised.” 

Shellow  said  that  it  was  a  “very  mis¬ 
taken”  ordering  of  priorities  to  allo¬ 
cate  police  resources  to  raids  on  gay 
clubs. 

|  According  to  Gay  People’s  Union 
chairperson  Alyn  Hess,  the  weekend 


raids  raised  “a  major  constitutional 
definition  of  what  is  privacy  in  the  city 
of  Milwaukee.”  He  added  that  the  po¬ 
lice  in  the  city  “were  changing  all  the 
rules.”  The  Finlandia  Club  has  been  in 
existence  for  at  least  13  years  and  po¬ 
lice  apparently  knew  of  its  existence. 

“It’s  been  an  open  secret.  These 
clubs  are  not  unique  to  Milwaukee, 
and  all  of  a  sudden  this  happens,” 
Hess  said. 

The  raids  on  the  clubs  prompted 
charges  of  harassment  and  a  campaign 
against  gays.  The  July  15  raids  fol¬ 
lowed  a  raid  on  the  Broadway  Health 
Club  in  May. 

According  to  police  the  investigation 
of  the  clubs  began  after  officers  re¬ 
ceived  information  about  child  porn¬ 
ography  and  sexual  activity  with  min¬ 
ors.  In  all  three  raids,  however,  no 
minors  were  found. 


Appreciation 

Party  for 
Barney  Frank 

Sat.,  Aug.  2  12  noon  till . . . 

at  the 

RANDOLPH 
COUNTRY  CLUB 

POOL  PARTY, 
ENTERTAINMENT,  ETC. 

Hosted  by  Bob  White 

TICKETS:  $5.00 
BUSES  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE 
TELEPHONE:  961-2415 

Paid  for  by  the 
COMMITTEE  TO  RE-ELECT 
BARNEY  FRANK 


The  raids  in  Milwaukee  were  hand¬ 
led  by  undercover  police  officers  who 
first  joined  the  clubs.  They  then  sum¬ 
moned  uniformed  officers  after  ob¬ 
serving  what  they  termed  “illegal  sex¬ 
ual  acts.”  Police  charged  that,  aside 
from  a  steam  room  at  the  Club  Baths 
and  a  sauna  at  Finlandia,  there  was 
“no  equipment  one  would  usually  find 
at  a  health  club.” 

Nine  of  the  1 1  men  charged  in  the 


raids  have  been  placed  in  a  “diversion¬ 
ary  program.”  One  case  was  dismissed 
and  the  other  was  continued.  Under 
the  terms  of  the  program,  the  men  will 
not  be  charged  officially  if  they  are  not 
arrested  during  the  next  six  months. 
All  the  men  were  booked  on  charges  of 
“sexual  perversion  and  lewd  and  lasci¬ 
vious  behavior”  which  are  misdemean¬ 
ors. 


FUORI 


Continued  from  Page  6 


of  persons  of  the  same  sex  —  in  parks, 
on  buses,  in  the  streets  —  as  he  is  fam¬ 
iliar  with  those  between  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  might  not  have  the  unpleasant 
feeling  that  I  had  at  the  Congress  (and 
that  many  others  like  me,  I  suppose, 
would  have  had). 

Even  though,  at  the  Congress  of 
FUORI  there  was  almost  no  one  in  at¬ 
tendance,  those  who  attended  the  even¬ 
ing  show  of  gay  films  were  many.  Was 


it  an  exclusively  gay  audience?  I  don’t 
think  so.  It  was  an  audience  curious  to 
see  homosexuality  made  public.  Maybe 
it  was  an  audience  which  sought,  in 
those  showings,  the  phantom  of  a  re¬ 
pressed  part  of  their  own  sexuality.  In 
the  end,  in  spite  of  everything, 
homosexuality  is  no  longer  as  isolated 
or  separated  as  some  homosexuals 
seem  to  believe. 


J.  Edward  LaVelle 


Raffaello  LaMantia 
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Two  Park  Square 
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eminist- oriented  services 
to  our  community 


Cap’n  Lorenz 
Perkins  House 
U.S.  Rte.  1  North  Main  St. 
Ogunquit,  Me. 
207-646-7825 

a  charming  colonial  inn  with 
elegant  dining  at  its  best 

walking  distance  to  the  beach 
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Artists  in  Revolt 

By  Tony  Domenick 


The  content  of  most  contemporary 
visual  art  can  be  described  as  bleak, 
pessimistic  and,  in  some  cases, 
shocking  and  scandalous  because  it 
depicts  the  reality  of  everyday  life. 
Contemporary  philosopher  William 
Barrett  accurately  describes  the 
modern  art  form: 

Modern  art  has  been  an  immense 
movement  toward  the  destruction  of 
received  and  traditional  forms.  The 
positive  side  of  this  has  been  an  immense 
expansion  of  the  possibilities  of  art. 

This  philosophy  is  applicable  to,  and 
unconsciously  incorporated  into  the  art 
work  of  three  relatively  unknown  but 
promising  artists:  Steve  Blevins, 
Walter  Tomasino  and  Steven  Giuliano. 

An  exhibition  of  montage  entitled 
Can’t  You  Think  of  Anything  Else  by 
Steve  Blevins  is  currently  on  display  in 
Boston,  at  Chaps,  through  Aug.  8.  A 
segment  of  his  montage  collection  is 
featured  in  a  four-page  spread  in  the 
August  issue  of  Blueboy.  Montage  is  a 
collage  format  juxtaposing  illustra¬ 
tions,  and  Blevins  uses  pictures  taken 
from  such  magazines  as  Life,  Punch, 
and  American  Home  along  with 
contemporary  gay  pornography. 


view  them  humorously. 

The  emphasis  in  his  montage  is  not 
on  satire  but  on  the  shock  value.  For 
example,  in  almost  every  photograph 
phallic  symbols  are  incorporated  while 
characters  in  the  illustrations  look  on 
with  different  facial  expressions.  “One 
of  the  things  I  think  is  exclusive  in  my 
work  is  that  not  all  of  the  montages  can 
be  easily  detected,”  Blevins  said.  “You 
have  to  look  at  them  carefully  before 
you  realize  there  is  a  cock  where  there 
should  be  a  gatepost  or  that  there  is 
something  obscene  on  the  television 
set.  I  think  part  of  the  appeal  of  these 
montages  is  that  they  are  very  sexual  to 
begin  with,  especially  [the  pictures] 
from  the  wartime  era.  If  you  were  gay 
then  and  looked  at  those  illustrations 
of  men  touching  other  men  and  women 
touching  other  women,  you  would 
probably  find  them  very  sexy.”  With 
the  current  accessibility  of  pornog¬ 
raphy,  Blevins  thought  it  would  be 
humorous  to  combine  the  stark  realism 
of  nudity  and  sex  with  the  subtle  sexual 
implications  from  magazine  illustra¬ 
tions. 

Although  one  of  the  overriding 
images  in  his  work  is  gay-oriented, 


Montage  by  Steven  Blevins 


In  the  living  room  of  his  duplex 
apartment  in  Boston’s  South  End, 
Blevins,  discussed  the  purpose  of  this 
montage  and  the  themes  illustrated  in 
his  work: 

“It  started  out  as  a  kind  of  joke.  I 
think  some  of  us  are  preoccupied  with 
sex  and  when  we  look  at  other  people 
and  objects,  we  can  find  ourselves 
viewing  them  in  a  sexual  way.  I  have 
always  found  extremity  to  be  very 
funny  —  that  is,  extremes  taken  to  an 
absurd  level  where  the  person  is 
shocked  at  what  they  are  seeing.  There 
is  a  naughtiness  that  we  attribute  to 
sex,  that  thinking  about  it  would  be 
bad.  I  think  everybody  thinks  about 
sex  though,  so  in  a  sense  my  work  is  a 
parody  on  myself  because  I  do  thirik 
about  it  [sex]  a  lot.” 

Initially  when  Blevins  began  work  on  . 
his  first  series  of  montage  last  Febru¬ 
ary,  he  realized  the  potential  for  design 
that  the  concept  held,  so  as  he  progres-, ' 
sed  he  was  able  to  judge  both  the  qual¬ 
ity  and  shock  value  of  each  individual 
piece.  He  has  some  works  that  involve* 
children  that  he  decided  not  to  show  * 
because  he  did  not  think  people  would* 


with  an  emphasis  on  the  male  genitals, 
he  does  not  view  his  work  solely  in 
terms  of  a  gay  audience. “I  think 
straight  people  can  enjoy  them  as  well, 
although  they  will  see  them  differently 
than  gays.  I  don’t  think  artists  should 
gear  their  work  to  a  specific  segment  of 
the  population.  The  more  people  that 
an  artist’s  work  speaks  to,  the  better  it 
is.” 

Of  all  the  professions,  the  arts  seem 
to  be  an  area  where  gays  can  be  candid 
about  their  sexuality.  However,  the 
decision  to  label  oneself  as  a  gay  artist 
is  a  personal  one.  Blevins  considers 
himself  an  artist  who  is  gay:  “My 
homosexuality  is  part  of  my  experience 
which  I  draw  upon  and  create.  I  think 
people  who  are  gay  first  and  artists 
second  are  cashing  in  on  their  sexual¬ 
ity.” 

The  focus  in  the  art  work  of  Walter 
Tomasino  and  Steven  Giuliano  is  as 
blatantly  shocking  as  Blevin’s  but  more 
dramatic  in  content.  Alienation, 
•anxiety  and  frustration  are  the  key 
■  themes  in  their  black  and  white  block- 
type  prints  featured  recently  at  the 
'Bromfield  Gallery  in  downtown 


Pacino  by  Steven  Giuliano 


Boston.  The  exhibition  was  dedicated 
to  Nada,  their  underground  style  of 
art.  Nada  has  its  derivation  in  the  Dada 
movement,  the  irrational  art  philos¬ 
ophy  that  came  out  of  the  revolt 
against  World  War  I. 

Sitting  in  the  bare  Bromfield  Gallery 
with  only  a  few  chairs,  a  desk  and  a 
radio,  Tomasino  and  Giuliano  eagerly 
discussed  their  art  and  the  ex- 
pressionistic  point  of  view  it  incor¬ 
porates.  “The  purpose  of  Nada  is  to 
break  all  types  of  conformity  and  con¬ 
vention,  especially  the  social  and  poli¬ 
tical  structures  of  art,”  Tomasino  told 
me.  “I  am  influenced  by  the  German 
Expressionists  because  I  like  their  hon¬ 
esty,  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  break 
down  modern  art  and  go  beyond  it.” 

The  titles  below  each  print  depict  the 
nihilistic  philosophy  of  the  Nada 
movement.  As  Blevins  had  done, 
Tomasino  and  Giuliano  alscycxplore  a 
sexual  theme.  “Dog  Eating  Itself,” 
“Mute  Love,”  and  “Thighs”  convey  a 
sexual  and  perhaps  narcissistic  ele¬ 
ment.  “Alienation  Crisis,”  “Horse 
Anxiety,”  and  “Mourning  Men”  con¬ 
vey  a  negative  feeling  associated  with 
existence. 

“If  Nada  has  a  meaning,”  Toma¬ 
sino  said,  “it’s  meaning  is  meaningless. 
We  choose  our  themes  from  our  own 
reality.  The  nice,  pretty  things  in  life 
are  not  what  is  real.” 

Most  public  reaction  to  their  art  has 
been  negative;  many  people  find  the 


reality  of  Nada  distasteful.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  the  reaction  to  the  exhibition, 
Tomasino  said,  “We  have  gotten  reac¬ 
tions  from  some  people  such  as  your 
work  isn’t  pretty  and  pleasing  to  the 
eye.  For  me,  anyone  can  have  a  sun¬ 
shine  in  the  park  scene.  I  see  that  as  an 
avoidance  because  people  are  dodging 
the  reality  in  their  own  life.  I  think  this 
is  true  because  they  are  not  capable  of 
facing  themselves.  They  just  want  to  be 
entertained.” 

The  attitude  of  Tomasino  and  Giuli¬ 
ano  toward  their  art  is  indicative  of  the 
outlook  of  the  Nada  philosophy.  Since 
their  art  does  not  follow  a  traditional 
format,  they  do  not  establish  any 
standards  or  guidelines.  Giuliano  re¬ 
marked,  “I  think  the  concept  and  idea 
behind  the  work  of  art  is  the  art  rather 
than  the  quality  of  the  work  produced. 
For  me  the  attitude  is  the  art.”  The 
artists  left  mistakes  on  the  prints  to 
reflect  their  philosophy  that  a  piece  of 
art  must  be  raw. 

Although  the  themes  depicted  in 
their  art  are  characteristic  of  gay  life 
from  the  standard  psychological  point 
of  view  (in  the  sense  that  it  deals  with 
alienation,  anxiety,  and  narcissism), 
Tomasino  does  not  see  any  direct 
homosexual  implications  in  their  work': 
“Even  though  some  of  our  shapes  are 
phallic,  we  are  not  dealing  with  homo¬ 
sexuality.  I  think  so  many  gay  people 
take  the  attitude  that  they  are  the  only 

Continued  on  Page  14 
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Dog  Eating  Itself,  by  Walter  Tomasino 


Poetry  Is  Alive  and  Well  in  NYC 


By  Harold  Pickett 

Poetry  is  a  neglected  art,  not  only  by 
the  general  population,  but  by  gays  as 
well.  How  often  do  we  see  a  magazine 
cover  photo  accompanying  the  pre¬ 
miere  of  a  new  poetry  volume?  A  few 
people  may  recall  Allen  Ginsberg. 
Others,  when  hearing  the  word  “po¬ 
etry”,  may  conjure  up  the  image  of 
Rod  McKuen.  Apart  from  a  small  mi¬ 
nority,  this  seems  to  be  the  general 
awareness  of  poetry  in  America  today. 

In  New  York  City,  Shirley  Powell  is 
changing  this.  Her  first  volume  of 
poems  and  short  stories,  Parachutes, 
was  published  almost  four  years  ago. 
Powell  is  currently,  as  she’s  done  in  the 
past,  conducting  poetry  workshops  for 
other  writers.  Womansong,  an  anthol¬ 
ogy  of  women’s  poetry  compiled  by 
Powell  and  published  by  The  Poet’s 
Press,  resulted  from  a  workshop  series 
of  readings  begun  in  1971  by  Lucille 
Iverson  at  New  York  University.  In 
1973,  Powell  began  acting  as  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  series,  which  continued 
until  1974. 

Shirley  Powell  has  had  numerous 
poems  published  in  scattered,  small 
journals  and  work  included  in  May  Eve 
Anthology,  a  collection  of  superna¬ 
tural  poetry.  She  has  two  manuscripts 
presently  out  ot  publishers  and  she  fre¬ 
quently  attends  public  readings,  usu¬ 
ally  participating  in  the  events. 

In  fact,  it’s  the  public  readings  that 
have  established  Powell  as  such  a 
prominent  figure.  Almost  more  than 
any  other  New  York  poet,  she  has 
reached  beyond  the  usual  poetry  cir¬ 
cles,  touching  a  much  broader  audi¬ 
ence  that  includes  college  students  and 
lesbian  and  gay  groups.  When  Powell 
reads  her  excellently  crafted  poems, 
they  swirl  in  a  living  dimension  of 
subtle  nuances  and  haunting  melody. 
The  images  unfold  in  a  far  richer  tex¬ 
ture  than  the  printed  page  provides.  Or 
possibly,  it’s  just  that  Powell,  herself, 
conjures  a  witching  magic  so  effective 
that  her  own  familiar  muse  touches  us, 
too,  when  her  poetry  potions  are  of¬ 
fered.  It’s  an  understatement  to  say 
that  Powell’s  poetry  is  exceptional;  it  is 
divine. 

Shirley  Powell  came  to  New  York 
from  a  small  town  in  Ohio.  She  says  “I 
wanted  very  much  to  find  other  poets 
and  the  only  way  I  knew  to  do  that  was 
to  go, to  readings.”  She  began  doing 
just  that.  “The  first  reading  I  attended 
v/as  over  on  Sixth  Avenue,  upstairs. 
There  were  three  poets,  a  woman  and 
two  men,  who  called  themselves  ‘con¬ 
crete  poets’.  They  would  each  read  a 
line  from  a  page  and  then  turn  the  page 
over  and  that  would  be  the  poem. 
Then,  they’d  read  another  line  from 
another  page.  It  seemed  very  strange  to 
me.  One  of  the  poets,  the  woman,  was 
dressed  in  a  tuxedo.  Her  name  was 
Patti  Smith.”  This  was  in  the  fall  of 
’71. 

This  was  an  exciting  time  for  Powell 
“when  the  women’s  movement  was 
just  beginning  to  get  really  strong.  One 
of  the  early  poetry  readings  I  attended 
was  at  New  York  University.  There 
were  hundreds  of  women.  It  seemed  so 
marvelous  to  me  that  there  were  so 
many  women  present  and  they  were  all 
interested  in  poetry.” 

At  that  same  event,  she  first  heard 
Barbara  Holland  read  poetry  and 
acknowledges  that  Holland  “had  quite 
a  bit  of  influence  on  me  in  the  begin¬ 
ning.  She  was  the  first  person  I  heard 
who  I  could  think  of  as  a  real  poet.” 
Later,  Holland  wrote  the  beautiful  and 
almost  mystical  introduction  to  Pow¬ 
ell’s  poetry  volume,  Parachutes. 

By  attending  readings,  Powell  be¬ 


Shirley  Powell 


came  known  by  the  poets.  Often,  there 
were  open  readings  where  people  at¬ 
tending  would  be  able  to  read  from 
their  own  works.  She  participated  in 
these  open  readings  and  was  eventually 
asked  to  do  feature  readings. 

Her  audience  grew  and  one  year  she 
counted  “between  twenty-five  and 
thirty  readings”  that  she  gave.  “I  don’t 
think  I’ll  have  that  many  this  year  .  .  . 
because  I’m  not  going  to  as  many  read¬ 
ings  now  as  I  was.  I  thought  maybe  I 
was  reading  too  often,  because  there  is 
a  saturation  point  unless  you’re  read¬ 
ing  in  very  scattered  areas.” 

Though  her  work  isn’t  “gay”,  Pow¬ 
ell  has  a  large  gay  audience.  Parachutes 
was  published  by  Mouth  of  the  Dragon 
Press  which,  beginning  in  1974,  pub¬ 
lished  quarterly  a  journal  of  gay  male 
poetry.  Andrew  Bifrost,  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  Mouth  of  the  Dragon,  ar¬ 
ranged  readings  before  gay  groups  on 
several  college  campuses  even  before 
Powell’s  book  was  published.  They 
were  immensely  successful. 

Powell  said  that  “gay  men,  especi¬ 
ally,  are  receptive  to  my  work.”  With 
lesbians,  though,  “It  depends  on  how 
political  they  are.  Sometimes,  they  feel 
offended  that  I  don’t  use  the  platform 
that  I  have  to  promote  more  political 
ideas.  On  college  campuses,  sometimes 
lesbian  groups  are  small  and  they  feel 
the  need  for  a  lot  of  support.  I  can  un¬ 
derstand,  though.” 


Before  Parachute  was  published, 
Andrew  Bifrost  remarked  that  she  was 
taking  a  chance  being  published  by  a 
gay  press  and  maybe  she  wouldn’t 
want  that.  Powell  admits  “I  did  have 
some  reservations  because  I  knew  he 
would  be  taking  the  book  to  book¬ 
stores  and  they  would  be  thinking  of 
him  as  a  gay  publisher.  They  might  put 
the  book  on  the  gay  shelves  and  per¬ 
haps  people  would  buy  it  with  some 
disappointment  because  it  wouldn’t  be 
what  they  thought  it  was  going  to  be.  I 
was  somewhat  concerned  about  that.” 

As  an  artist,  she  knows  how  impor¬ 
tant  support  from  others  can  be.  Her 
family  was  “fiercely  non-intellectual. 
Poetry  would  scare  the  shit  out  of 
them.  I  felt  very  lonely  as  far  as  the 
writing  was  concerned  and  in  some 
other  ways  I  felt  alienated.”  Things 
were  better  when  she  reached  college, 
but  still,  she  says  “I’ve  never  really  felt 
like  a  member  of  the  group.  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  felt  somewhat  different.” 

Powell’s  earlier  poems  were  mostly 
lyrics.  She  later  began  writing  in  a 
more  narrative  style.  From  that,  she 
began  writing  more  short  stories.  The 
poems,  she  says,  “are  closest  to  me.  I 
reveal  myself  more  in  the  poems.  I  try 
to  be  as  honest  as  I  can  and  to  talk  seri¬ 
ously  about  something  that  has  mean¬ 
ing  to  me,  that  has  an  emctional  tie  to 
me  in  some  way.  In  the  sl  ort  stories, 
I’m  very  interested  in  susper  se,  very  in¬ 
terested  in  what’s  real  and  what  isn’t 
real  and  how  one  person  in  life  can  get 
from  the  real,  as  we  call  it,  into  some¬ 
thing  else  that  we  call  unreal.  Fantasy 
interests  me  in  writing  the  short 
stories.”  - 

Some  of  the  poems  have  a  surreal 
quality.  Speaking  of  these  poems, 
Powell  says,  “I  suppose  there  are  sym¬ 
bols,  too,  in  them,  but  they’re  rather 
unconscious  symbols.  I  don’t  think  in 
those  terms  when  I’m  writing.” 

She  discussed  writing  her  poem  “At 
The  Bar”,  which  was  written  late  at 
night.  “I  stayed  at  home,  thinking 
‘Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  we  could 
really  get  in  touch  with  everything.' 
There’s  so  much  all  around  us  that  we 
could  communicate  and  express  if  we 
could  just  get  in  touch  with  it.”  She 
had  a  feeling  to  write  that  night,  “so,  I 
very  deliberately  started  writing.  I 


wrote  about  six  poems  and  each  jone 
was  sort  of  scarier  than  the  previous 
one.  Finally,  I  came  to  the  end  poem:  i 
was  living  on  the  top  floor  of  a  walk-up 
building  that  had  a  skylight.  I  wrote 
about  someone  calling  me  and  I  swam 
up  through  the  skylight  to  the  voice.  I 
got  very  spooked  by  that  poem  and  i 
couldn’t  write  anymore  for  quite 
awhile.” 

Powell’s  short  stories  reveal  a  surreal 
exploration  of  the  distinctions  and 
blurs  between  “sanity”  and  “insan¬ 
ity”.  Sometimes  people  begin  to  won¬ 
der  about  Powell,  herself. 


AT  THE  BAR 

It  was  one  of  those  nights 
when  I  was  standing  at  the  bar 
I  saw  a  man  bring  his  hallucination 
in 

It  sat  beside  him  (next  to  me) 

He  didn’t  buy  it  a  drink 
but  patted  it  from  time  to  time 
when  it  seemed  restless 
Just  one  more  drink  and  we’ll  go  home 

he  said 

A  shadow  seemed  to  grow  there 
I  saw  a  tear  fall  on  the  bar 
Wait  here,  he  told  it  and  went  back 

to  the  men’s  room 

I  watched  it  for  him 

After  awhile  I  touched  its  hand 

And  that  was  the  beginning 

the  edge 
of  all  the  rooms 
that  I  keep  going  through 

— from  Parachutes 
Mouth  of  the  Dragon  Press 

“I  remember  I  wrote  a  story  one 
time,”  she  says,  “about  a  woman  who 
kept  seeing  herself:  she  had  a  double 
and  the  double  would  come  up  the 
stairs  after  her.  At  the  end,  the  double 
takes  over  her  life.  I  was  interviewed 
one  time  on  radio  station  WBAI  and 
the  woman  who  interviewed  me  had 
heard  me  read  this  story.  She  practic¬ 
ally  asked  me  if  I  was  crazy! 

“There  was  a  woman  I  knew  at  the 
Continued  on  Page  15 


HUDSON  RIVER 


The  Hudson  is  like  silk 
caught  by  the  cinch  of  bridge. 

Ships  rend 

her  seamless  reaches. 

Your  eyes  discover  me, 

your  hand 

is  like  a  whisper  on  my  cheek. 

Our  closeness  is  the  ride  of  river 
on  the  thrust  of  shore. 

As  land  becomes  river, 

you 

become  me. 

The  Hudson  slows, 
building  islands. 

Its  hunger  for  the  stop  of  land 
is  like  the  hot  ache 
tangled  in  my  legs 
for  your  sweet  flesh. 

1  know  your  gestures,  every  glance 
from  long  ago 

when  this  silk  river  first  folded  its  deep  sheen 
across  the  searching  nakedness 

of  land. 

— Shirley  Powell 
Parachutes 


THERE  IS  A  BOX 
There  is  a  box  of  salt 

with  a  girl  on  it 
she  has  an  umbrella 

and  a  box  of  salt 
under  her  arm 
with  a  girl  on  it 
she  has  an  umbrella 

and  a  box  of  salt 
under  her  arm 
with  a  girl  on  it 
she 

and  poems  are  like  that 

they  keep  being  themselves 
forever 

they  keep  wrapping 

and  unwrapping 
and  there  are  poems 
inside  them 
that  look  like  them 
until  the  last  shred  of  skin 
is  peeled  away 

by  that  time  the  poet 

should  be  dead 
but  even  then 
she  will  give 

one  more  twitch 

— Shirley  Powell 
Parachutes 
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INTERVIEW _ _ 

Women  Protest  Columnist’s  View  of  Rape 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 


Pete  Dexter,  columnist  for  the  Philadelphia  Daily  News,  one  of  the  city’s  four 
dailies,  has  come  under  fire  from  gay  and  women’s  groups  protesting  two  columns 
dealing  with  a  speakout  on  violence  against  women  held  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  speakout  was  organized  by  several  area  groups,  including 
Wages  for  Housework  and  Wages  Due  Lesbians.  Dexter,  in  both  columns, 
recounted  how  he  was  “thrown  out”  of  the  forum,  and  complained  that  the 
women  were  accusing  all  men  of  being  rapists.  The  organizers  of  the  forum,  on  the 
other  hand,  assert  that  they  mentioned  in  their  press  release  (a  copy  of  which 
Dexter  had  with  him  that  night)  that  the  event  would  be  open  to  women  only.  They 
urged  the  press  to  send  female  reporters. 


Dexter  also  accuses  the  organizers  of 
the  forum  of  being  “tough-talking  Ms. 
Magazine  revolutionaries”  who  are 
Tiurting  the  feminist  cause.  He  also 
makes  snide  comments  about  lesbians. 

Pat  Albright  of  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
and  Mary  Hawryshkiw  of  Wages  for 
Housework  Committee  have  organized 
the  protest  against  Pete  Dexter. 
Support  has  come  from  as  far  away  as 
Boston.  Their  demands  are  that  1) 
Dexter  be  fired;  2)  a  page  devoted  to 
what  women  are  doing  against  rape  be 
written  by  women  involved  with  that 
struggle;  and  3)  that  the  women  who 
write  this  page  be  paid  for  it.  Thus  far, 
the  Daily  News  has  not  agreed  to  any 
of  the  demands.  A  petition  has  been 
drawn  up  by  the  two  women  and 
national  support  is  being  sought.  GCN 
has  endorsed  the  protest  against  Pete 
Dexter  organized  by  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  and  Wages  for  Housework. 

I  spoke  with  Ms.  Albright  and  Ms. 
Hawryshkiw  in  Philadelphia,  about  the 
Dexter  columns  and  the  events  leading 
up  to  them. 

TA:  What  exactly  happened  at  the 
speakout?  Pete  Dexter  says  he  was 
“thrown  out.”  Was  he? 

MH:  That’s  inacurate.  He  says  he 
was  thrown  out  in  two  minutes.  What 
happened  is  that  when  he  came  in,  he 
was  greeted  by  the  women  chairing  the 
forum.  I  might  add  that  before  this,  on 
the  press  release  we  sent  out  to  all  the 
press,  we  said  the  forum  and  speakout 
would  be  opened  only  to  women. 
Women  journalists  were  welcomed  and 
male  members  of  the  press  who 
wanted  to  find  out  what  was  happening 
could  come  at  seven  and  could  come  to 
the  reception  afterwards.  He  came  with 
a  press  release  in  his  hand  and  he  was 
told  that... if  you  want  an  interview 
you’d  better  come  in  now  with  your 


questions  because  you’ll  be  asked 
leave  when  the  forum  begins.  He  just 
sat  there  until  the  thing  started  and 
then  we  went  and  told  him  (he  had  to 
leave)  and 

PA:  he  made  a  fuss  as  if  he  didn’t 
know. 

TA:  After  he  left,  did  he  come  back 
at  any  point  to  interview  anybody? 

MH:  He  called  at  the  Wages  for 
Housework  Committee  office  the  next 
day  and  he  interviewed  Selma  James 
for  well  over  an  hour.  (Ms.  James  is  an 
internationally  known  speaker  from 
Wages  for  Housework,  and  one  of  the 
keynote  speakers  at  the  forum.)  He  got 
a  lot  of  information  from  her. 

TA:  What  are  the  specific  comments 
from  Dexter’s  two  columns  that  you 
object  to?  / 

PA:  One  that  would  hit  you  over  the 
head  immediately  is  in  the  article  where 
he  writes,  “I  looked  around  the  room 
and  I  couldn’t  see  anybody  I 
remembered  raping.”  We  asked  him 
what  he  meant  by  this,  is  he  admitting 
to  rape;  is  he  making  a  sick  joke?  It  has 
to  be  one  or  the  other.  Either  way,  it’s 
totally  unacceptable  to  have  something 
like  this  in  print. 

MH:  And  later  in  that  same 
paragraph,  he  goes  on  to  say:  “As  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  they  were  looking  for 
rapists  there  were  a  couple  of  their  own 
people  who  looked  more  experienced 
than  I  did.”  Man,  this  kind  of  slander 
of  women  and  of  trying  to  discredit  us 
by  how  we  look  or  whatever  is 
something  that  certain  male  members 
of  the  press  have  been  trying  to  do 
since  the  beginning  of  the  women’s 
movement.  And  throughout  Dexter’s 
columns,  there’s  such  a  blatant  anti¬ 
lesbianism.  We  found,  in  talking  to 
one  woman,  that  he  wrote  a  column 
several  months  ago  about  a  protest 
women  did  over  a  violent  window 
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display  downtown  —  and  he  described 
this  woman  as  “a  bulldyke  who  looked 
like  she  could  play  fullback  for  the 
Chicago  Bears.” 

PA:  And  there’s  a  line  in  the  first 
article  where  he  says,  “I  closed  my  eyes 
while  Ms.  James  went  on  a  while  about 
rape  in  marriage  and  violence  against 
black  women”  and  so  on.  This  is  an 
outrage.  Wecan  not  afford  to  close 
our  eyes  to  these  things  as  he  can  and 
to  make  light  of  rape  as  he  consistently 
does. 

TA:  What  about  the  second  column 
—  the  response  thing  he  did  to  the 
protest? 

MN:  The  second  column  is  even 
worse.  His  anti-lesbianism  is  even  more 
apparent.  He  makes  references  to 
“hysterical  lesbians.”  We  called  him 
on  the  numbers.  He  said  there  were 
only  30  people  there,  and  we  said  there 
were  at  least  50.  Dexter  writes,  “As  to 
the  number  30,  that’s  how  many  heads 
I  counted... Where,  I  wonder,  could  20 
missing  heads  have  been  at  a  meeting 
of  lesbians?” 

Now,  we’re  really  shocked  the  Daily 
News  could  print  this  crap.  Gilman 
Spencer  (editor,  Daily  News)  himself 
agreed  that  it  was  in  very  poor  taste. 

TA:  How  do  you  feel  about 
Spencer’s  comment  that  Dexter’s 
column  has  to  be  taken  with  a  sense  of 
humor? 

PA:  To  women,  rape  is  no  joke. 
There’s  no  way  we  can  look  at  it  with  a 


sense  of  humor.  It’s  not  the  sort  of 
thing  you  can  joke  about. 

TA:  You  met  with  the  Daily  News. 
What  happened  at  that  meeting? 

MH:  They  agreed  to  print  the 
apology.  They’re  continuing  to  say 
that  they’re  not  going  to  fire  him  .  .  . 
but  I  think  public  pressure  is  mounting. 
Yesterday  there  was  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  Daily  News  —  40  people 
representing  Puerto  Rican,  black,  and 
white  community  groups.  They  met 
with  Dexter  to  protest  a  column  he  did 
which  was  filled  with  all  sorts  of  racist 
slurs.  It  was  about  a  white  couple  in  a 
Puerto  Rican  neighborhood. 

TA:  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to 
contact  this  group? 

MH:  Yes,  we’ve  called  all  the 
newspapers  to  find  out  who  it  is.  We 
found  out  they’re  going  to  be  meeting 
with  the  editors  again.  So  if  we  don’t 
find  out  (who  they  are)  before  then, 
we’ll  go  down  and  meet  them 
ourselves.  We  certainly  support  them. 

TA:  One  of  your  demands  is  that 
Dexter  be  fired.  Do  you  think  this  is  a 
reasonable  demand,  looking  at  it  from 
the  Daily  News’  position? 

MH:  Yes.  Spencer  himself  said  he’d 
keep  Dexter  or  any  columnist  until 
what  he  writes  becomes  so  offensive 
that  he  can’t  keep  him  anymore.  We’re 
saying  that,  as  women,  as  Puerto 
Ricans,  the  public  sensibility  has  been 
offended  and  we’re  saying  enough  of 

Continued  on  Page  14 
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FILM 


The  Bitter  Process  of  Socialization 


It  Is  Not  the  Homosexual  Who 
Is  Perverse,  But  the  Situation  in 
Which  He  Lives 

Written  and  Directed  by  Rosa  Von 
Praunheim. 

Reviewed  by  George  Foster 

“I  don’t  think  you  have  brought 
health  into  this  at  all.  People  are  more 
human  than  that.  The  people  in  the 
film  are  caricatures  of  us.” 

‘‘How  do  you  think  we  act  in  real 
life?”  countered  Rosa  Von  Praun¬ 
heim,  the  director  of  It’s  Not  the 
Homosexual  Who  Is  Perverse,  But  the 
Situation  In  Which  He  Lives.  The  film 
had  just  had  its  Boston  premiere  in  a 
tightly  packed  room  at  the  South 
Station  Cinema  as  part  of  a  benefit  for 
the  Boston/Boise  Committee. 

The  movie,  which  begins  a  commer¬ 
cial  run  in  Boston  this  fall,  portrays  the 
misery  and  self-deception  of  German 
homosexuals  in  1970.  Rosa  Von 
Praunheim,  with  20  films  to  his  credit 
and  a  Cannes  prize,  takes  a  lot  of  abuse 
when  he  personally  defends  this 
controversial  film  to  saddened  or 
enraged  audiences. 

But  that’s  because  Von  Praunheim 
cares  about  the  movement  and  gay  self¬ 
oppression.  That  caring  was  evident  as 
the  director,  microphone  in  hand, 
listened  to  others  praise  or  damn  his 
work.  At  1  a.m.  Von  Praunheim,  who 
had  just  completed  a  documentary  on 
the  gay  movement  in  this  country,  was 
still  arguing  with  remnants  of  the 
audience  that  lingered  outside  the 
theater.  He  has  defended  his  movie  in 
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Rosa  Von  Praunheim 

this  manner  before.  A  film  clip,  now 
part  of  the  movie,  shows  his  attempt  to 
placate  an  angry  New  York  audience. 

But  what  is  it  about  It’s  Not  the 
Homosexual  Who  Is  Perverse,  But  the 
Situation  In  Which  He  Lives,  that 
provokes  this  reaction?  In  contrast  to  a 
picture  like  Word  Is  Out  Von  Praun- 
heim’s  film  is  neither  adocumentarynor 
sentimentally  positive  about  the  gay 
experience.  Rather  the  movie  resembles 
a  distorted  mirror  that  jolts  an  audi¬ 
ence  into  thinking  about  itself.  It 
attacks  the  complacency  of  homosex¬ 
uals  who  define  their  existence  around 
a  boring  and  impersonal  sexuality. 
Reaction  to  the  film  at  South  Station 
Cinema  was  intense,  though  more 
favorable  than  its  New  York  reception. 
One  man  said  that  he  hoped  straights 
would  not  be  allowed  to  see  the  movie. 
Von  Praunheim  replied  that  the  rear- 
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tion  from  heterosexuals  was  usually 
positive  because  they  could  share  in  the 
larger  sense  of  oppression. 

The  movie  generates  discomfort  be¬ 
cause  its  narration  and  visual  style  are 
dissimilar.  Danielle  and  Clement  are 
walking  down  the  street  as  the  film 
opens.  Danielle,  our  hero,  begins  his 
gay  existence  as  a  slick  but  pensive 
young  man  looking  for  a  lover.  Cle¬ 
ment,  exhibiting  a  leather  jacket  and 
athletic  build,  gives  Danielle  a  mouth 
watering  French  kiss  one  minute  into 
the  film. 

This  fast  paced  style  precludes  dia¬ 
logue  between  the  new  lovers.  Instead 
the  omniscient  narrator,  a  strongly 
homophobic  sociologist,  starts  a  run¬ 
ning  clinical  commentary  on  what  the 
men  are  attempting.  He  calls  their 
relationship  a  sad  imitation  of  a  con¬ 
ventional  marriage.  The  message  of  the 
film  lies  somewhere  between  the  screen 
image  and  this  narrative. 

The  narrator  comes  forth  with  such 
gems  as,  ‘‘Fags  don’t  like  to  get  their 
hands  dirty,”  and  “After  a  love  affair, 
they  are  left  only  with  a  sense  of  lone¬ 
liness.”  These  statements  are  easy  to 
reject.  But  the  narrator  also  says, 
“Fags  use  culture  as  an  opportunity  to 
get  together,”  and  “Fags  have  sexual 
freedom,  but  they  don’t  derive  satis¬ 
faction  from  it.”  The  insidious  effect 
of  the  narrator,  whose  monotonic 
voice  dominates  the  soundtrack,  is  to 
mix  homophobic  prejudice  with  half- 
truths  until  it  hurts. 

The  visual'  impact  of  Von  Praun- 
heim’s  film  is  striking  when  he  paro¬ 
dies  gay  self-oppression.  He  explores 


the  world  of  hustlers,  tea  rooms,  queer 
baiting,  and  “piss-elegant”  bars.  In 
one  scene,  members  of  a  motorcycle 
gang  paw  each  other’s  leather  jackets 
until  it’s  clear  that  their  fetishism  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  loving  one  another. 

At  the  story’s  conclusion  Danielle 
has  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  sordid  side 
of  life.  He  joins  a  commune  of  young 
men  dedicated  to  living  unoppressed 
lives.  As  Danielle  lies  naked  before  the 
seated  circle  of  his  naked  peers  a  comic 
question  arises.  Is  gay  activism  Daniel¬ 
le’s  triumph  over  his  former  life  or  is 
political  rhetoric  just  a  refined  excuse 
for  a  sex  orgy? 

As  Danielle  grows  older  he  progres¬ 
ses  through  various  stages  of  gay  life. 
His  clothing  becomes  more  outra¬ 
geous.  The  gesture  of  ageing  fairies 
who  surround  him  are  completely 
graceless.  Anita  Bryant  could  not  have 
done  a  better  job  blocking  out  the  sets. 
The  crazy  costumes  and  tight  crotches 
convey  no  sense  of  celebration.  Rather 
they  point  to  the  jaded  commercial 
absurdity  of  the  homosexual  pose. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  film  the 
audience  rejected  the  screen  images. 
But  towards  the  end  I  and  others  at 
South  Station  Cinema  were  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  similarities  between  Danielle 
and  ourselves.  Von  Praunheim  ach¬ 
ieves  this  disturbing  effect  by  stilted 
exaggeration.  The  scenes  are  gaudy 
and  ugly  despite  the  beefcake  actors.  It 
is  perhaps  for  this  reason  that  the  very 
end  of  the  film  is  a  clip  of  a  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  parade,  a  necessary  balance 
to  the  Clockwork  Orange  atmosphere 
of  the  movie  proper. 

But  a  more  serious  weakness  than 
these  exaggerations  is  Von  Praun- 
heim’s  decision  to  ignore  the  positive 
Continued  on  page  16 
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INTERVIEW  cont. 


this. 

TA:  What  I’m  asking  is  where  do 
you  draw  the  line.  A  lot  of  whites 
would  like  to  fire  Chuck  Stone  (a  black 
Daily  News  columnist)  for  instance  be¬ 
cause  he  attacks  their  racism. 

MH:  When  you  take  something  like 
rape,  there’s  no  question  of  numbers. 
There’s  no  woman  who  sees  it  as  a 
joke.  Every  woman  is  offended  by 
that. 

TA:  And  the  other  two  demands  — 
how  receptive  was  the  paper  to  those? 

MH:  Well,  Spencer  talked  about 
how  they’ve  been  considering  a  female 
columnist,  on  the  level  of  Dexter  and 
Stone  and  all  those  others.  But  that’s 
not  quite  what  we  wanted.  We  want  a 
space  that  different  women’s  groups 
could  share  to  write  about  the  activities 
we’re  involved  with. 

PA:  The  numerous  stories  about 
rape  that  they  print  on  the  front  page 
are  in  gruesome  detail  in  order  to  sell 
the  paper.  And  these  kind  of  articles 
have  really  damaged  us.  They’ve  been 
detrimental  to  our  fight  against  rape. 

TA:  How  is  this  front  page 
sensationalism  detrimental  to  your 
struggle  against  rape? 

PA:  The  struggle  against  rape  is 
every  bit  as  pervasive  as  rape.  In 
covering  the  rapes  you  divide  that  fight 
because  every  woman  is  fighting  rape 
in  whatever  way  she  can,  and  by  only 
having  the  gruesome  details  and  so  on, 
you  don’t  see  the  power  building 
around  you  to  fight  it. 

MH:  It’s  also  the  way  they  portray 
individual  fights  against  rape.  A 
woman  was  telling  us  about  a  story  in 
one  of  the  papers.  The  headline  was 
something  like  “Woman  throws  acid  in 
man’s  face.’’  The  woman  (in  the 
story)  was  raped  by  a  man.  She  was  at 


Continued  from  Page  12 

her  house  and  the  man  came  back  and 
was  attacking  her  again,  and  she  threw 
acid  or  hot  water  or  something  in  his 
face,  and  it  wasn’t  mentioned  until  the 
end  of  the  story  (that  she  had  been 
raped).  It  made  it  appear  that  she  was 
some  crazy  off-the-wall  bitch  who  was 
completely  unprovoked  and  attacking 
this  poor  man. 

TA:  Dexter  makes  an  issue  out  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  speakers  at  the 
forum  from  Wages  for  Housework. 
Did  these  speakers  tie  in  their  struggle 
with  the  issue  of  violence  against 
women? 

MH:  I  think  if  you  read  Pamela 
Smith’s  article  in  the  Philadelphia 
Tribune,  she  sees  the  connection  very 
clearly.  Also,  it  wasn’t  a  forum  on 
wages  for  housework.  It  was  a  forum 


on  violence  and,  of  course,  money  — 
women  having  access  to  it  —  is  very 
important  in  fighting  violence,  and 
that  really  came  out  in  the  meeting. 
What  we  were  doing  was  coming 
together  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Philadelphia  area  to  talk  about 
violence  against  women  in  a  way  that 
we  haven’t  done  before.  And  we 
overcame  all  sorts  of  barriers.  Dexter 
disregards  that  and  picks  up  on  one 
issue  which  the  forum  wasn’t  about. 
He  also  attacks  lesbians.  Dexter’s 
columns  are  ample  evidence  of  why  we 


PA:  That’s  not  what  we  were  saying. 
Not  all  men  are  rapists. 

MH:  In  Pamela  Smith’s  article,  she 
says,  “A  woman’s  sex  life  is  many 
times  wrecked  and  rarely  will  she  be 
able  to  talk  about  the  whole  sordid 
affair  unless  it  is  among  other  women 
who  have  shared  similar  experiences.” 
That  was  precisely  the  reason  the 
forum  was  only  open  to  women.  We 
wanted  everyone  to  feel  free  to  talk 
about  their  experiences  and  to  figure 
out  what  to  do  about  them. 

TA:  Where  do  you  go  now  with  the 


To  women,  rape  is  no  joke.  There’s  no  way  we  can 
look  at  it  with  a  sense  of  humor. 


didn’t  want  a  male  journalist. 

TA:  Dexter  says  that  the  rationale  he 
was  given  for  why  he  was  being  asked 
to  leave  was  that  women  were 
uncomfortable  speaking  about  rape  to 
the  perpetuators  of  that  crime  —  men. 
He  says  this  implies  all  men  are  rapists. 
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Walter  Tomasino  and  Steven  Giuliano 
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ones  who  are  persecuted,  but  that  isn’t 
true.  There  are  so  many  other  groups 
who  face  more  pain  than  gays.” 

These  men  do  not  believe  art  should 
be  placed  in  a  category  or  labelled  to 
follow  societal  standards.  Tomasino 
defines  art  in  terms  of  his  movement: 
“Nada  is  the  bastard  child  of  the  Ab¬ 
stract  Expressionists,”  and  sees  him¬ 
self  as  capable  of  producing  art  but  not 
an  artist,  per  se.  “There  is  no  such 
thing  as  gay  art  and  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  straight  art.  To  label  my  art  as 
gay  is  insulting.  I  think  when  any 
group  is  pushing  itself  for  mass  accept¬ 
ance,  they  fall  short  of  themselves  by 
labelling  themselves  and  becoming 
sensational.” 

Giuliano  went  even  further  and  stat¬ 
ed,  “I  don’t  consider  myself  to  be  any¬ 
thing.  I  think  when  you  call  yourself  an 
artist  you  confine  yourself  to  a  role 
too.  I  go  by  my  own  standards.” 


Tell  them  you  saw 
it  in  GCN! 
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fight  against  Dexter? 

MH:  What  we’re  doing  in  the 
meantime  is  spreading  the  word  every¬ 
where.  We’re  also  continuing  to  circu¬ 
late  the  petitions,  and  getting  endorse¬ 
ments  from  other  groups. 


Now  that  their  exhibition  in  Boston 
is  over,  Tomasino  and  Giuliano  hope 
to  go  to  galleries  in  New  York  City 
where,  according  to  Tomasino,  “they 
will  be  more  receptive  to  us  than  they 
are  here.” 

All  three  artists’  works  go  beyond 
the  term  Gay  Art  not  only  because  of 
their  refusal  to  be  associated  with  the 
label  but  because  the  intent  behind  the 
art  form  itself  goes  beyond  the  label.  It 
is  clear  that  the  ideas  influencing  their 
art  reflect  a  basic  philosophy  of  mod¬ 
ern  art  where  there  is  a  revolt  against 
the  rules  of  a  society  in  which  the 
individual  is  a  stranger. 
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FILM 


Latent  Lesbians  on  Film 


Getting  Ready 

Written  and  Directed  by  Janet  Meyers. 
Filmed  by  Sally  Heckel. 

Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 

Janet  Meyers’  first  film,  Getting 
Ready,  was  recently  shown  at  Boston 
University  through  the  efforts  of 
Pomegranate  Productions.  Basically, 
the  film  is  about  a  friendship  that 
develops  between  two  teenaged  girls. 
Janet  Meyers  describes  her  film  as 
“autoemotional”  rather  than  autobio¬ 
graphical.  Women  will  be  able  to  relate 
to  her  filmed  scenes  of  high  school 
culture  shock  and  emotional  energy. 

As  a  lesbian  woman  who  came  out  to 
some  degree  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  I 
watched,  the  budding  “friendship”  in 
Getting  Ready  with  keen  interest.  Val 
and  Diana,  the  two  young  women  in 
the  film,  do  not  have  boyfriends  as  do 
their  peers.  Val’s  mother  “comforts” 
her  with  “Well,  maybe  you’ll  have  one 
soon.”  A  boy  does  eventually  ask  her 
out  on  a  date;  he  is  awkward  and 
pushy,  unsure  of  how  to  control  his 
society-dictated  role  of  aggressor. 

Val,  much  to  the  indignation  of  her 
parents,  is  more  content  to  be  with  her 
friend,  Diana,  than  her  oafish  boy¬ 
friend.  Together  they  ride  bikes,  run 
along  the  beach  and  read  poetry  to  one 
another.  Parents  continually  interfere 
with  the  combined  friendship,  as  well 
as  the  girls’  own  individuality.  With 
her  loping  gait,  one  is  told  not  to  “act 
like  a  farmboy.”  Diana’s  father  throws 
an  offensive  slap,  stating  that  his 
daughter  is  really  “getting  to  need  that 
bra.”  The  remark  sends  Diana  scam- 
P  .pering  into  the  bathroom  where  she 


disrobes  to  examine  her  body.  Her 
father  has  made  her  feel  shame  for  her 


body,  an  emotion  that  brings  pain  and 
confusion  in  the  wake  of  puberty. 


Indeed,  men  downplay  women’s 
bodies  throughout  the  film.  In  a  class¬ 
room  scene,  a  salesman  from  a  femin¬ 
ine  products  company  has  shown  a 
film  about  menstruation  to  the  young 
girls.  The  Modess  man,  with  hoof-in- 
mouth,  contradicts  himself  amazingly 
with  a  rap  on  modern  times  and  how 
women  should  not  suffer  shame  for  the 
myths  surrounding  menstruation; 
then,  ends  his  spiel  with  a  pitch  for  his 
products  claiming,  “No  one  but  you 
need  ever  know.”  The  girls  ignore  him 
totally,  cracking  gum  and  reading 
Emily  Dickinson.  Besides,  as  they 
comment  later,  what  does  he  know 
about  menstruation  anyway? 


Since  Jean  Cocteau’s  Orpheus,  I 
have  been  fascinated  by  particular 
filmmakers’  expertise  with  incorporat¬ 
ing  mirrors  into  films.  Not  once  have  1 
noticed  a  trace  of  the  filmmaker’s 
camera  reflected  in  glass.  Mirrors  play 
a  heavy-handed  role  in  Meyers’  film. 
In  one  scene,  the  girls  have  chanced 
upon  an  antique  mirror  in  an  aban¬ 
doned  house.  Gazing  into  it,  they  wish 
that  people  would  find  them  beautiful. 
The  comment  is  a  futile  gesture;  the 
girls  realize  they  do  not  conform  to 
their  high  school  world,  yet  wish  their 
society  would  accept  them  for  what 
they  are. 

In  what  is  perhaps  the  film’s  most 
memorable  scene,  a  mirror  puts  a  sud¬ 
den  halt  to  a  timid,  first  kiss.  Val  is 
sleeping  over  at  Diana’s  house.  After  a 
long  day’s  activity,  Val  is  sleeping 
restfully  while  Diana  watches  her.  We 
can  sense  Diana’s  tenderness  mixed 
with  indecision.  She  moves  slowly, 
intentionally,  about  to  kiss  the  sleeping 

Shirley  Powell 

Continued  from  Page  1 1 

time  when  I  wrote  that  story.  She  had  a 
lot  of  mental  trouble  but  I  didn’t  know 
about  that.  She  seemed  perfectly  fine 
to  me,  a  very  matronly,  ordinary 
woman.  Yet,  she  seemed  to  be  drifting 
off  into  losing  her  mind.  It  upset  me 
quite  alot.  I  think  I  wrote  the  story  to 
sort  of  explain  that  to  myself,  to  say 
‘This  is  what  I  think  it  might  be  like.  It 
is  a  little  scary  to  get  into  those  things 
because  you  realize  you’re  getting  into 
your  own  fears  and  your  own  way  of 
looking  at  madness,  or  your  own  brand 
of  madness.” 

Shirley  Powell  appears  happy  and 
fulfilled  these  days.  She’s  in  love  and 


Val.  Then  she  catches  sight  of  her 
reflection  in  a  mirror.  She  stops 
immediately,  and  changes  her  loving 
gesture  to  a  mere  stroke  of  Val’s  hair. 
Again  the  mirror  acts  as  society’s  all- 
seeing  eye.  It  is  there  to  remind  the  girls 
that  they  are  seen  by  others  and 
pressured  to  conform  to  rigid  ideals. 

Getting  Ready  is  a  feminist  film  rich 
in  adolescent  anguish,  sensuality,  and  a 
boost  of  nostalgia  for  those  of  us 
beyond  our  teen  years.  The  film  ends 
on  a  positive  note,  celebrating  the  girls’ 
friendship.  Its  moods  are  heightened 
with  music  by  Alix  Dobkin.  Getting 
Ready  will  be  part  of  the  National 
Women’s  Film  Circuit,  a  package  of 
about  five  women-produced  films 
which  should  be  making  its  way  to 
Boston  later  this  year.  Also,  the  film 
will  “quite  possibly”  be  shown  on 
PBS-TV  this  winter.  Be  sure  to  watch 
for  it.  It  is  a  film  well  worth  seeing  and 
a  fine  first  effort  for  Janet  Meyers. 


enjoys  domesticity.  “I  recommend  it  to 
everybody.  If  you  live  in  a  more  secure 
kind  of  environment  with  someone 
that  you  care  about  and  also  have 
things  that  you  can  share,  you  can  be 
very  much  strengthened  by  that.  You 
can  go  out  from  a  strong  center.  It’s 
made  a  big  difference  to  me.” 

Shirley  Powell  has  made  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  to  a  lot  of  people,  herself.  She  is  a 
rare  artist  who  is  exceptionally  tal¬ 
ented,  even  inspired.  She  is  honest  and 
pure  in  pursuing  her  art. 

Poetry  is  alive  and  well  in  New  York 
City. 

Parachutes  may  be  ordered  for  $2.50 
from  PARACHUTES,  77  Columbia 
St.,  Apt.  20L,  NY,  NY.  10002. 
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Bruce  Dale 

DIRECTED  BY 

Andy  Procopio 

BOSTON  ARTS  GROUP 
THEATER  II 

367  BOYLSTON  ST  267-7196 

AUG  3  -  AUG  20  THUR  -  SUN 
AIR-CONDITIONED 


ft HEATER 

Tennessee  Full  Force 

in  P’town 


Kingdom  of  Earth 

by  Tennessee  Williams 
directed  by  Charles  Horne 
at  Provincetown  Town  Hall 
Provincetown,  Mass.;  through  Aug.  I 

Reviewed  by  Melvin  Frankel 

Among  other  things,  Provincetown 
is  wonderful  for  the  professional 
theatre  company  at  its  Town  Hall.  The 
company  has  taken  a  difficult  Tenn¬ 
essee  Williams  play,  Kingdom  of 
Earth,  that  failed  in  its  1968  Broadway 
opening,  and  has  shaken  it  up  to  reveal 
the  true  drama. 

Written  after  The  Night  of  the 
Iguana,  which  many  claim  was 
Williams’  last  significant  work,  its 
claustrophobic  aspect  was  singled  out, 
on  Broadway;  its  title  changed  to  The 
Seven  Descents  of  Myrtle ;  its  length 
shortened  by  twenty  minutes;  the  light¬ 
ing  kept  dim,  even  in  the  opening 
scene.  But  the  opening  is  filled  with  the 
quality  of  a  campy  put-on,  though  a 
timid  director  might  not  chance  getting 
his  audience  giddy  since  the  play  soon 
turns  grizzly. 

Director  of  the  Provincetown  pro¬ 
duction,  Charles  Horne  realizes  that 
here,  Williams’  famous  poetic  lan¬ 
guage  and  full-flesh  characters  are  not 
only  stripped  to  the  bone,  but  are 
turned  in  on  themselves  with  a  sarcastic 
bite.  No  chance  for  the  audience  to  sit 
back  with  the  heroine  and  dream  of 
romantic  love.  Myrtle  hasn’t  got  the 
necessary  power  of  reflection,  as 
Blanche  does  in  Streetcar,  and,  al¬ 
though  Myrtle  also  has  a  connection 
with  ill-famed  night  life,  it  seems  she 
was  never  young,  slim,  and,  siren 
enough  to  do  anything  but  get  in  cos¬ 
tume  and  introduce  the  other  girls. 
And,  here  she  is,  newly  wed,  in  the 
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home  of  her  first  and  only  husband, 
Lot,  an  asexual  beanpole.  After  he  re¬ 
peatedly  points  out  the  delicacy  of  the 
parlor  furniture,  and  the  delicacy  of  his 
deceased  mother,  Myrtle  tells  him  he’s 
got  a  mother  fixation,  yet,  offers  to  be 
his  mother,  if  he’ll  only  let  her! 

And  so,  as  this  production  starts. 
Lot  (bravely  not  underplayed  by 
Michael  Oakes)  and  Myrtle  are  set  in 
comic  high  relief,  in  the  delicately 
furnished  parlor,  against  Lot’s  half- 
brother,  Chicken,  in  the  next  room,  in 
a  rough-hewn  kitchen.  The  first  gesture 
in  the  play,  is  Lot’s  unzipping  his  fly, 
ready  to  masturbate  to  a  girlie  picture. 
He  leans  on  the  door  and  grunts  for 
Myrtle.  This  Chicken,  as  played  by  Lee 
Taicher,  is  a  silent  but  menacing  ani¬ 
mal,  almost  too  fierce  a  villain  for  the 
characters  in  the  next  room;  he  leads 
the  audience  to  expect  a  clash  between 
the  absurdity  there  and  his  own  stark 
drama. 

Mary  Shelley  develops  a  perfect 
balancing  act  in  her  portrayal  of 
Myrtle.  She  appears  like  Carol 
Burnett,  just  short  of  yanking  at  her 
ear  lobe,  when  her  husband’s  two  di¬ 
mensions  poke  her  in  the  ribs.  She  can 
also  be  intense  as  a  1950s  “Miss,” 
headed  for  a  crash  course  at  finishing 
school,  when  her  husband  insists  he 
might  not  be  all  the  man  she  needs. 

With  these  theatrical  set-ups,  the  in¬ 
congruities  begin  to  pile  up  believably, 
helped  by  the  juxtaposed,  but  back- 
woods  styles  of  kitchen  and  parlor,  de¬ 
signed  by  Wilton  Duckworth,  and  the 
increasingly-eerie  music  by  Richard 
Busch,  with  Janis  Joplin  blues  to  ease 
us  into  the  intermission. 

Myrtle’s  show-biz  aspect  is  subdued 
by  her  intensity,  as  Chicken,  in  her  pres¬ 
ence,  drowns  a  cat  under  a  trap  in  the 
kitchen  floor  (this  might  be  seen  as  an 
exorcism  of  both  her  girlishness  and  of 
the  comic  opening).  He  tells  her  that 
his  name  has  nothing  to  do  with  cowar¬ 
dice;  but,  once  there  was  a  flood  in  his 
house,  and,  to  survive,  he  drank  the 
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blood  of  a  chicken  on  the  roof. 

Lot  tells  Myrtle  that  he  knew  he  had 
a  fatal  illness  when  he  married  her,  and 
did  so  to  have  her  inherit  his  house  and 
not  let  it  fall  to  his  half-brother  who  he 
believes  is  also  half  human  since 
Chicken’s  mother  was  black.  Lot’s 
mother  believed  this,  making  an  empty 
house  of  prejudice  and  of  thin  layers 
which  Chicken  peels  away  by  forcing 
Myrtle  to  steal  from  Lot  both  the  deed 
to  the  house  and  her  marriage  license. 
In  an  acting  coup.  Chicken  forces  him¬ 
self  sexually  on  Myrtle  in  a  way  that 


makes  it  seem  that  Myrtle  has  lost  her 
prejudice  for  his  black  blood,  free  of 
social  misconceptions,  yet  with  little 
left  but  raw  instinct. 

All  Chicken  can  offer  her  is  a  place 
on  the  roof  as  the  next  flood  comes,  a 
place  to  roost  with  chickens.  The  comic 
high  relief  now  bestrides  grizzly  reality 
like  a  charred  skeleton,  with  one  thing 
sure:  a  theatre  company  has  brought  to 
life  a  stern  vision. 

This  production  closes  Aug.  1,  but, 
certainly,  it  would  be  no  gamble  to 
attend  the  company’s  next  show. 


Standing  room  only  at  the  South  Station  Cinema  in  Boston 


VON  PRAUNHEIM 

Continued  from  Page  13 
aspects  of  a  gay  lifestyle.  Some 
homosexuals  lead  quiet,  unobtrusive 
lives  and  have  never  seen  the  inside  of  a 
bar.  Others  confine  sex-hunting  to  a 
portion  of  their  life,  thus  freeing 
themselves  to  accomplish  much. 

But  Von  Praunheim  reasons  that 
oppression  is  economic,  deeply  rooted, 
and  a  question  of  degree.  For  him,  the 
respectable  bourgeois  individual  or 
great  artist  is  a  farce.  He  dislikes  the 
Marxist  label,  but  cannot  escape  it. 
The  bourgeois  individual  or  artist 


participates  in  his  own  oppression 
instead  of  overcoming  it.  Oppression, 
defined  broadly,  is  that  combination  of 
heterosexual  aggression  and  capitalistic 
values  that  strangles  independence. 

The  anger  that  some  of  us  feel  to¬ 
wards  the  film  is  not  without  justifi¬ 
cation.  But  its  stimulus  to  self-exam¬ 
ination  compensates  for  any  artistic 
weakness.  As  one  person  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  said,  “We’ve  been  trying  to 
present  sanitized  faggots  and  lesbians 
to  the  world  for  too  long.”  It  bears 
repeating  that  Rosa  Von  Paunheim 
cares  about  the  gay  movement.  His 
film  is  disturbing,  yet  brilliant. 
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by  C.  V  Peters 
directed  by  Jan  Kirschner 

July  26  -  August  5 
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PEOPLE.  PLACES  &  FLINGS 


By  Lee  Stone 

Gay  Youth  .  .  .  there  is  a  place  for 
you!  The  Committee  for  Gay  Youth  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church  has  all  types 
of  activities  and  rap  sessions.  There  is  a 
Talent  Show  planned  on  July  31  from 
7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  and  on  Wednesday, 
Aug.  2  there  is  a  rap  session  about 
drugs  and  alcohol,  same  times  as  the 
social  evening.  There  is  no  reason  to 
feel  isolated  .  .  .  join  in  the  experience 
of  knowing  yourself  better  as  a  Gay 
person!  All  gay  youth  under  21  wel¬ 
come. 

Mary  Faith,  a  Boston  favorite,  will 
be  appearing  at  Sporters  as  usual.  Her 
fond  manner  and  knowledge  of  nearly 
every  Broadway  musical  score  has  en¬ 
deared  her  to  a  generation  or  more  of 
Boston  gays.  So  let’s  hope  she  keeps 
touching  those  ivories  for  years  to 
come! 

Amaranth  is  sponsoring  a  slide  show 
in  Cambridge  called  Straight  Talk 
About  Lesbians  on  Sunday,  Aug.  13. 
This  woman’s  group  has  done  much  to 
bring  a  variety  of  activities  to  lesbian 
women,  from  picnics  to  dances,  out¬ 
ings  in  the  country  to  in-town  counsel¬ 
ling  and  rap  sessions  all  to  improve  the 
quality  of  lesbian  life  and  advance  the 
women’s  movement.  They  are  located 
at  134  Hampshire  St.  in  Cambridge, 
for  women  only. 

The  Blevins  show  of  photographic 
art  at  Chaps  is  one  of  the  real  treats  in 
town...  if  he  would  have  priced  the  col¬ 
lages  and  had  a  cash  box  handy,  he 
would  have  bared  the  walls  in  the  first 
evening...  I  did  not  know  him  when  he 
worked  for  GCN,  so  this  is  strictly  im¬ 
personal...  What  a  great  future  he  has 
in  store!  My  favorite  pic  is  the  one  of 
'  the  magician.  It  behooves  you  to  stop 
in  and  see  this  exhibit  any  night! 

The  bloom  is  definitely  off  the  rose 


at  The  Other  Side...  what  started  out  as 
a  good  idea  has  turned  into  a  pit. 
Will  there  ever  be  a  place  restaurant 
and  bar  workers  can  go  after  hours 
without  being  hassled  by  hoodlums  of 
every  description?  Will  there  be  a  place 
where  gay  youth  can  go  without  being 
pressured  into  drug  trips  (and  the  qual- 


barmen  at  Chaps  are  some  of  the  fast¬ 
est,  they  don’t  have  to  contend  with 
mixed  drinks  the  way  the  Eagles  guys 
do. 

Don’t  forget  the  Flea  Market  and... 
a  benefit  for  GCN  being  thrown  by  the 
sisters  at  Somewhere.  You  might  want 
to  contact  them  to  find  out  how  to  ex- 


Barney  Frank 

ity  of  the  acid  being  sold  is  supposed  to 
be  dangerous)?  The  door  men  at  the 
place  seem  to  let  in  who  they  want  and 
refuse  entrance  to  Disco  Tina  and 
Leana  Harlow  one  night  while  letting 
in  other  “OK  drags”.  So  if  you  do  de¬ 
cide  to  take  a  stroll  by  The  Other  Side, 
wear  armor  and  a  helmet,  and  carry  a 
mace...  traditional  or  canned! 

Lines,  mind  you!  Veritable  lines  at 
the  Eagle  and  Alter  Eagle  on  Saturday 
night  last!  It  was  like  the  first  two 
weeks  at  Darts!  Once  you  got  in,  it  was 
back  to  back,  belly  to  belly  but  the  bar¬ 
tenders  led  by  the  ever  genial  Mike 
managed  to  keep  up.  And  though  the 


Mary  Faith 

hibit  wares  or,  perhaps,  crafts.  The 
benefit  will  be  on  Sunday  August  6th... 
check  the  ad  or  call  Somewhere  for 
times.  Thanks  again ,  Sisters! 

The  rage  of  the  Ogunquit  Gays  is 
Anabel’s.  I’ve  yet  to  get  up  there  but 
will  be  writing  more  once  I’ve  seen  it 
first  hand! 

There  is  a  treat  in  store  for  Lenny 
Bruce  fans,  albeit  a  painful  one.  Off 
The  Wall  Theater  will  present  two 
pieces  of  film  dealing  with  the  late 
comedian.  The  Lenny  Bruce  Perform¬ 
ance  Film,  Lenny’s  next  to  the  last  per- 
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then  stop  in  at 
WAYNE* S  COUNTRY 

Maine's  only  GAY  adult  bookstore 
(Open  noon-2  A. M. -Daily) 

We  are  proud  to  announce  our 


escort  service 

Send  name  and  address  and  $3*00 
for  brochure  and  details  to : 

WAYNE'S  COUNTRY 
61  FOREST  AVENUE* 
PORTLAND,  MAINE  04102 

*  located  under 
Roland's  Tavern 
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In  Cambridge,  the 
Women’s  restaurant  is: 

Amarath 

134  Hampshire  St. 
354-8371 

Lesbian  owned  and  run. 

Fine  whole  food  and  womanly 
entertainment.  Serving  dinners, 
pizza,  salads,  sandwiches,  and 
desserts  from: 

5:30  -  10pm 

Every  night  except  Monday 


formance,  full  of  bright  wit  and  sad 
wanderings,  fills  this  lengthy  show  pro¬ 
duced  by  John  Magnuson.  The  Lenny 
Bruce  on  T.  V.  segment  shows  Bruce  in 
his  younger  days  and  even  contains  a 
pilot  he  did  for  television.  I  have  exper¬ 
ienced  the  first  film  and  as  a  Bruceo- 
phile  am  dying  to  see  the  other.  The 
showings  will  start  on  Wednesday, 
August  2nd,  and  you  should  call  for 
the  times  and  prices,  as  they  vary  from 
show  to  show.  The  number  to  call  is 
547-5255  and  there  are  $1  to  $3  shows, 
so  it  should  be  within  everybody’s  bud¬ 
get. 

Again  a  reminder  about  Barney 
Frank  Night  at  Tony  Bosco’s  House 
Restaurant  and  Bar...  you  can  dine  at 
6:00  p.m.  or  drop  in  for  cocktails  at 
8:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  July  31,  call 
783-3151  for  details  and  prices. 

Beacon  Tours  will  sponsor  a  Wind¬ 
jammer  Cruise  from  Tortolla  on  Sept. 
19.  For  more  info  contact  David  at 
Beacon  Tours  and  watch  this  column 
for  an  update. 

Two  ex-Bostonians,  both  well- 
known  for  their  media  work  here,  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  brink  of  new  careers.  Real 
Paper  writer  Andrew  Kopkind  and 
GCN  photographer  John  Scagliotti  ap¬ 
peared  in  an  outdoor  production  of 
Alice  in  Wonderland,  which  took  place 
in  a  meadow  near  the  Southern  Ver¬ 
mont  town  where  they  live.  One  GCN 
contributor  on  the  scene  described 
Kopkind’s  acting  debut,  as  the  child- 
abusing  Duchess  as  “triumphant”  and 
praised  Scagliotti ’s  Oh!  Mouse  as  a 
“powerful  portrayal  of  one  rodent’s 
oppression.”  Although  the  local 
production  ran  four  performances, 
there  are  at  present  no  plans  to  take  it 
to  Broadway. 

Comment  of  the  week  goes  to  the 
Carnival’s  Joanna  Lee,  and  I  quote... 
“If  Disco  Tina  gets  any  bigger,  they’ll 
have  to  call  him  Discoteque!”  Well... 
bye  for  now,  and  remember  to  register 
to  vote! 


The  National  Edition 
includes  listings  for  the 
entire  U.S.  as  well  as 
Canada.  Published 
November  and  May;  $5 
third  class  mail,  $6  first 
class  mail;  outside  North 
America  $7. 

The  quarterly  NYC/NJ 
Edition  covers  New  York 
City.  Long  Island,  and 
New  Jersey.  Features 
include  bar  and  cruising 
notes,  and  a  special 
section,  "Women's 
Gayellow  Pages.''  $1.50; 
$2  by  mail. 
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There  is  no  charge  for  a 
basic  Gayellow  Pages 
entry.  Write  for  an 
application. 
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NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries  - 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 

Located  in  the  Heart  of  the  New  South  End 


Flowers  and  Plants  For 
All  Occasions 


All  Major 
Credit  Cards 
Accepted 

478  Columbus  Ave.  Boston 


Flowers  Wired 
Anywhere  In  The 
World 

Delivered  Locally 

247-3500 


Side  Street  Bookshop 

Catering  to  the  Discriminating  Male. 
Largest  Selection  of  Male  Mags  and 
Private  Viewing  Booths. 

Get  Acquainted  Special 

A  FREE  BOTTLE  of  LOCKER  ROOM 

with  every  $10  purchase. 

(Accompanied  with  this  Ad) 

Store  Hours:  11am  to  11pm  Open  6  days  a  week 

338-9227 

18  LaGrange  St.  Boston,  Ma. 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
I  did  a  very  stupid  thing, 
the  note  I  wrote 
I  didn't  bring, 

And  so  this  one  will  have  to  do. 

It's  hot  as  hell,  but  I  love  you. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

L  AND  J  IN  NH 

Don’t  rub  it  in.  We’ve  suffered  and 
sweltered  and  not  slept  and  can’t  get 
away  and  work  all  night  and  day.  Glad 
pup  mended  so  well  and  cheerfully.  Miss 
you  and  love  you.  Regards  to  all  up  there. 
Porcupine  and  Mousie  with  a  little  help 
f rom  our  boy  friend. _ 

ARTHUR  EIZE 

Let  the  punishment  fit  the  crime  etc.  All 
those  people  to  choose  from,  surely  we 
can  get  some  bright  enough  to  file, 
strong  enough  to  get  the  fourth  copy 
decent.  Maybe  we’ll  all  work  ourselves  to 
death. ...  If  I  had  a  choice,  I'd  rather  do  it 
that  way.  Ansa. _ 

STAN 

Do  you  ever  read  your  messages  here? 
You  never  mention  them,  but  I  assume 
you  get  the  rag  or  you  couldn’t  mention 
my  articles.  We  miss  you  too.  God  knows 
what  will  happen  next.  Keep  in  touch. 
With  love,  N  and  P. _ 

BARBARA  G 
NEW??????? 


GWF  35  attr  intel  fern  seeks  similar  for 
friendship  and  poss.  relationship.  All 
sincere  replies  answered.  Box  142,  102 
Charles  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (6-3) 

GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta¬ 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02114.  _ (48) 

gp\aTpartygoers 

Sundry  and  assorted  articles  of  food, 
clothing  and  play  where  left  at  P. 
Bennett's  house  last  Sunday— call  her  (at 
259-0063)  to  collect.  There's  no  room  in 
the  closet. _ _ _ (PB) 

VERMONT  GWM 

would  like  to  meet  or  correspond  with 
others  in  NE.  Interests  incl  photography, 
music,  hiking,  swimming.  Gets  lonely  up 
here,  so  please  write.  GCN  Box  922. 
_ (4) 

GWF  good  looking,  sensual,  athletic, 
artistic  seeks  honest  rich  same.  Are  you 
tired  of  the  bar  scene  also?  Send  photo. 
P.O.  Box  16294,  MPLS,  MN  55416.  (4) 

BRENDA  AND  CRIS 

Escape  Boston’s  snows  and  return  north 
for  Toronto  Gay  Days!  Aug.  24  to  27.  You 
can  take  me  dancing  in  Queens  Park. 
Rod,  George,  Ron,  Pierre  and  Pauline  will 
all  be  there.  You  can  fly  my  balloons. 
Invite  all  your  friends  from  Beacon  Hill, 
Bunker  Hill,  Fort  Hill  and  Bromfield  St. 
See  you  there!!  Love  and  Peace,  Elgin. 
_ (3) 

“KATIE” 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
a  GROUP  COUNSELING 

For  Quincy  and  Newton  call  472-1331 
For  Blackitone  Valley  or  Narrogamett  Bay  Area 
CALI  (617)  183-8220  FOR  APPT. 


PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 

661-6975. _ _ 

COUNSELING  — IND.  AND  COUPLE 
Experienced  nurse  therapist.  Counseling 
at  reasonable  fees  by  appt.  Call  J. 
Lawrence,  825-3368  Mon.  &  Wed.  after  6, 
or  weekends.  Evening  appts  only.  (2  + ) 
GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 
Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 
Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  739-2200.  A  Board 
Member  of  the  Gay  Business  Associa 
tion.  (c) 


KOALA  BEAR 
HAIR  CUTTERS 


Queensbury  St.  sublet,  sunny  1  b  rm  apt 
sanded  hardwood  fls.  Newly  painted 
w/eat-in  kit.  $190/mo  avail  9/1.  Lou 
367-21 14  after  5:30. _ (1  +) 

Fine  feminist  lesbian  seeks  rmmt  for 
Sept.  1st.  2  bdr-Bri/Brookline  apt.  Rent 
140/mo  inc  util  plus  half  sec  close  to 
trans  call  Kalki,  734-5275. _ (3) 

$50  REWARD 

3  GM,  non-smoking,  seek  spacious, 
sunny  3  br  apt  Harvard/Inman  area.  Large 
kitchen  a  plus.  Unrenovated  OK. 
776-6377, _  (3) 

Just  bought  Victorian  Monster  in  JP  2 
blocks  from  MBTA.  Want  3  or  4  people  to 
share  2nd  and  3rd  fl.  Low  rent  in 
exchange  for  help  with  painting  painting 
painting.  Call  Bill  after  6pm.  (617) 
522-4678. _ (3) 

SOUTH  END 

1  rm  ktch  share  bath  $120  all  util,  entire 
floor  $230  mo  incl  all  util.  Call  247-0570. 
_ (6) 

Partially  turn  apt,  2  bed,  Irge  kitchen,  par- 
lor+ dining  room.  $250  unheated. 
567-6455. _ (3  +  ) 

Pru  area— clean  furnished  private  room 
with  kitchenette.  Call  267-7422  after  5  pm 
or  weekends.  _ (4) 

Large  2  room  basement  studio  apt  in 
owner-occupied  Brookline  townhouse 
near  Beacon  St.  trolley  line.  Includes  heat 
+  parking  and  has  separate  entrance. 
Available  9/1,  $232  per  mo.  232-8054. 

_ (3+J 


SEEK  ROOMMATE  WITH  APART 
GM  28  seeks  other  mature,  responsible 
person(s)  to  share  their  apt,  or  find  one 
together.  For  Sept  1 .  Please  call  267-9464 

even  mgs. _ • _ (2) 

CAMBRIDGE 

Easygoing  gay  man,  24,  Harvard  student, 
sks  living  situation  w/friendly  person(s) 
by  9/1.  Contact  Dan  at  266-6316  after  8pm 
wkdays.  Let's  look  for  apt  together.  (2  + ) 
ROOMMATE  WANTED 
No.  Sh.  male  needs  roommate  for  apt, 
own  room.  Very  clean  not  a  sex  ad.  Call  7 
to  10pm  774-8268.  $45/wk  includes  utils. 
No  meals  erxt. _  (3) 

G  or  Bi  F  to  share  6  rm  Somerville  apt.  w/f 
Pref  artistic/intellectual  interests,  24  +  . 
Nr  Harvard/Inman  Sqs.  $75+ util.  Aug.  1. 
Call  776-0884. _ (3) 

GM  27  needs  roommate  for  2  bedroom 
apt  in  S.  New  Hampshire.  $133/mo  pool  & 
tennis.  Call  Bill  (603)  434-4260  after  6. 

_ (3) 

F  rmte  wanted  Irge  apt  Camb  near  MTA 
$20/wk  a  friend  needed  age  29 +  .  Call 
Michel  only  492-7815. _ (3) 

GM  prof  35  well  ed  seeks  other(s)  mature 
&  responsible  to  share  their  apt  or  find 
one  together  by  Sept  1.  Boston — NW. 
Please  call  965-3998. _ (4) 

Mature  GWM  with  quiet  tastes  and  1 
small  dog  sks  same  to  share  private 
home  north  of  Boston  own  bedroom  must 
be  employed.  No  drugs,  rent  negotiable. 
Call  Leon  (617)  322-5397  after  7  pm. 

(2  +  ) 


Submissive  Boston  w  slender  GM  seeks 
any  huge  master  from  Providence  and 
vicinity  with  phone  and  pad.  GCN  Box 
919.  _ 

SEXY  CHUBBY-CHASER  WANTED 
for  sexy  GM  chubette,  sometimes  utterly 
loving  and  adorable,  sometimes  mean 
and  evil  tempered.  Always  interesting. 
Wanna  try??  GCN  Box  918. 

GF  62  black  seeks  GF  for  honest  lasting 
relationship.  Respectable,  own  home, 
car.  No  drug  users,  any  race,  any  age. 
GCN  Box  921. _ (3) 

SNAGGLE  TOOTH 

How  come  you  never  give  me  even  a 
teeny  snarl  any  more?  Aren’t  you  inter¬ 
ested  in  S&M  since  your  old  flame  got 
back  in  town??  Call  me,  pis.  I  haven't 
moved  or  changed  #’s.  Rick. _ (2) 

CONNECTICUT  BIS  OR  GAYS 
BiWM  moving  soon  to  CT  sks  new 
friends.  I  am  well-educ  prof,  29  yrs,  5’  1 1 , 
180,  nice  bid,  decent  Iks,  clean-shaven, 
straight  appearing.  I  prefer  intel),  prof 
men.  Please  write  to  POB  53,  Groveland, 
MA  01834.  Thanks. _ (1  +  ) 

RELOCATE  TO  WEST  TEXAS!! 

GWM  41,  5’1 1  ”,  150  lbs,  est  bus  man 
seeks  young  “compatible”  male  “stud”, 
as  live-in  companion.  Free  room  &  board 
plus  possible  other  fringe  benefits.  Send1 
full  resume.  Those  sending  photo  get' 
first  priority.  Any  pen  pals  write  too!  GCN1 
Box  91 7, _ (6) 

JEFF 

Yng  blond  good  looking  Jeff  who  I  met  at 
MRLN  Bch  1st  Aug  and  1st  Apr  I  was  with 
Paul.  We’re  from  Toronto  we  are  coming 
to  Bos  and  I  want  to  get  it  on  with  you.  Pis 
send  phone  address  and  photo  hope  you 
remember  me— Bil I.  GCN  Box  916 _ (3) 

GAY  HOUSEBOY-LOVER  WANTED 
By  BiWM  26  married  masc  attr  sine  have 
3  small  kids.  Need  help  around  house  in 
return  for  free  rooming-in  with  meals. 
Seek  slim  attr  GWM  18-20.  Live  in 
Newport  near  beaches.  PO  Box  291, 
Middletown,  Rl  02840.  (1  +) 

TIGHT  PANTS  &  SENSE  OF  HUMOR 
Looking  for  a  man  with  the  aesthetic  of 
Peter  Berlin  and  sensibility  of  F. 
Lebowitz.  I’m  tall,  attrac.  male,  28, 
delighting  in  20th  century  costumery 
(leotards,  skin-tight  jeans  and  whitev 
pants,  bikinis,  etc.).  Also  appreciate, 
sardonic  humor  and  sense  of  absurd.. 
GCN  Box  913. _ (1  +  >; 

HELP!  HANDSOME  YOUNG  MAN  | 
GWM  19  handsome  muse  athlete  nds  in¬ 
come  make  me  serious  offers.  Interview? 
Dropped  out  ivy  Ige  to  write  interested  in 
all  arts  sports  cooking.  GCN  Box  914.  (3) 

WE  MAY  NEED  EACH  OTHER??!! 

20  6’1"  140  GWM  is  fed  up  with  the  bar 
scene  &  1  nite  stands.  Live  at  home  with 
Dad.  Someone  in  similar  situation  ideal 
for  relationship.  Live  in  suburbs  and  have 
own  car.  Write  GCN  Box  912.  No  S&M. 

_ _ . _ 0+)j 

Exp  reliable  man  for  house  cleaning, 
plant  watering,  pet  feeding.  Call  Rob 
723-5990. _ (2) 

RECOVERING  OUR  PAST 
Lesbians,  I  am  doing  research  on  our  past 
50  yrs— coming  out,  family,  work,  closets 
—all  aspects  of  the  lesbian  experience.  I 
would  like  to  speak  or  write  to  women 
who  considered  themselves  lesbians  be- 
fore  1970.  GCN  Box  920. _ (7) 

PORTSMOUTH,  NH 

Looking  for  an  apartment  in  town  to  share 
with  person-persons.  I  am  stable  & 
reliable.  Drop  me  a  note  and  I  will  call. 
Don  Perry,  POB  1394,  Portsmouth,  NH 
03801.  (9) 

Healthy,  well-adjusted  GM  seeks  same 
for  enjoyable,  adult  relationship.  Nothing 
sleazy,  stupid,  warped  or  in  any  way 
kinky.  Must  be  intelligent,  flexible  and 
possessed  of  a  sense  of  humor.  Write 

GCN  Box  874.  (37) 
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Lost  your  note.  Pis  write  again,  c/o  GCN 
w/phone  number.  Wd  be  nice  to  talk.  Pat 
’72. _ (PK) 

20  yr  old  gay  man  in  So.  East  NH  seeks 
other  gay  people  to  share  thoughts  & 
ideas.  Life  in  NH  with  Gov  Mel  can  be 
very  depressing.  Write  M.  A.  Norton,  RFD 
1,Amesbury,  MA  01913.  _ (3) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 

4603)  224-5600  Concord 


253  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
247-7441  Open  Evenings 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367  1822  evenings, 
_ (GH) 

HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Gays  strengthening  fellow  gays.  App 
daily,  evening,  weekends,  call  any  time 
(617)  661-1578.  Ethical,  confidential,  w/20 
yrs  counseling  experience.  (1) 


APARTMENTS 


JP  5  rm  apt  in  lesbian  owned  and  occu¬ 
pied  house.  Suitable  for  2  or  3  lesbians  or 
2  lesbians  and  a  child  (over  6  yrs.).  $160 
per  mo.  522-1526  Kara. _ (6-2) 

PROVIDENCE  EAST  SIDE 
Lg  furn  rm  quiet  St,  busline.  Share 
kitchen,  bathrm,  laundry  with  lesbian 
couple.  Phone,  air  cond,  walk  to  Brown 
R.I.S.D.  Mature  lesbian  nonsmoker.  $130 
per  mo.  GCN  Box  911. _ (6-4) 


ROOMMATES 


Beautiful  Somerville  house,  6  bdrms,  yard 
&  garden,  spacious  Ivng  rm,  is  Ikng  for 
occupants.  One  gay  man,  Ikng  for  other 
gays,  straights,  men/women  to  share 
house,  living  expenses,  fun.  Rent  $80/mo 
each  +  utils.  On  bus  lines  to  Lechmere, 
Harvard  Sq.,  Cent.  Sq.  Phone  Eric 
426-4469  or  628-1 038. _ (ER) 

GM  31  looking  for  place  for  Sept.  1 ,  seeks 
roommate  to  find  apt.  together.  Prefer 
Allston  or  Camb.  Call  Andy  731-8824 
mornings8-10. _ (3  + ) 

GWM  3o  sks  rmate  2  share  large, 
modern  2  br  apt  in  Malden  Sq.  (12  min  2 
Pru  or  2  blocks  2  MBTA.)  $130  per  mo 
includes  h  hw  elec.  324-7057. _ (3  +  ) 

Quiet,  responsible  lesbian  seeks  same 
for  comfortable  suburban  apt.  Conv  to 
Bos  (train,  car),  Ige  yd,  $165  inc  heat. 
246-1988  early  eves. _ (4) 

Third  housemate  wanted,  Roxbury  Cros¬ 
sing  area.  Rent  $70+ util.  Call  427-3835. 

(3  +  ) 


iSIFIEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSE 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  arc  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  arc  10  a.nt.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  isachargeof  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If.  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $  1 .00/6  weeks  $ _ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks  $ _ 

Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $ _ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  $ _ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....  $ _ 

Please  Print  Neatly. 

City _ State _ 


Address _ Zip  . _ Phone 


_ 

Signature  _ 

Account  No. _ 

Expiration  Date 


□ 


VISA 


MASTER  CHARGE 


Natick  —  protl  BiWM  27  seeks  same  for  3 
bedroom  home  avail  now  $1 70/mo 
includes  util.  Call  877-8693.  References 
or  write  occ  PO  Box  1266,  Fram,  MA 
_ (2  +  ) 

For  Sept.  1:  Woman  looking  to  share  apt 
w/females,  Boston  or  Cambridge.  Near 
transit  a  must.  Have  apt?  Or  we  can  find 
one.  Affording  $130/mo.  for  rent.  Call 
“Yama"  day  661-6975;  night  266-2045. 

Vegetarian  lesbian  or  gay  man  for  a  bal¬ 
anced,  beautiful  straight  and  gay  home 
(3M)  in  Winchester  (near  Arlington),  15 
min  to  Boston,  35  by  bike  or  bus.  Support, 
trees,  tennis,  track,  garden,  darkroom, 
$100.729-5668. _ (dd) 

MORE  THAN  A  PLACE  TO  LIVE 
3  gay  men  looking  for  4th  to  share  4-story 
townhouse  near  Roxbury  Crossing.  Your 
share  $80-90/month.  442-2061.  (HS) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


OFFICE  MANAGER/BOOKKEEPER 
Another  exciting  position  opens  up  at 
GCN!  Full  charge  bookkeeping,  office 
responsibilities  and  much,  much  more. 
We  need  a  sweet  disposition  and  an  affin¬ 
ity  for  poverty.  $70/wk  plus.  Contact 
Richard  or  Mel  at  426-4469.  Hurry! 

Wanted  GM  for  general  work  4-4  hrs/day 
around  cottages.  Rest  of  day  for  swim¬ 
ming,  boating  &  fishing.  Rm  &  meals  & 
small  salary.  Must  be  neat  &  friendly. 
Write  W.  Kopenga,  POB  437,  So.  Casco, 
ME. _ (3) 

Live  Disco  bands  wanted  to  play  at 
DiRocco's  call  Bill  1-649-9186,  Wed,  Thur, 
cri  or  Sat  7-9pm. _ (4 1 


INSTRUCTION 


MAKE  MORE  MONEY 
being  more  effective,  authentic,  inde¬ 
pendent  in  this  job  or  a  better  one.  Gay 
Executive  Seminars  in  major  cities  are 
small  groups  for  men  in  business  and 
professions.  Management  Training  Insti¬ 
tute,  50  Pinckney  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. 

(3) 


REAL  ESTATE 


Elegant  8  rm  col  in  Braintree.  3-4  bdrms, 
Ige  ultra  mod  kit,  sunken  fam  rm,  2  car 
gar,  in-ground  pool.  High  80’s.  Robert 
Stone  Realty,  843-4600. _ (3) 


MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs — Local  Rates  354-2184 


MISCELLANEOUS 

I  would  like  to  start  a  group  w/otf)er 
lesbian  women  who  cut  themselves /to 
support  one  another  in  stopping  please 
write  CR  PO  Box  6050,  Boston,  Mass. 
02209.  _ J3) 


RESORTS 


BIG  SEBAGO  AREA 
Cottages  $80  to  $175  weekly  on  Crooked 
River  flowing  into  Sebago  Lake.  Friendly 
neighbors  —  swimming,  boating  &  fish¬ 
ing.  Call  1-207-693-3260. _ (4) 

RENAISSANCE  APT  P-TOWN 
Weeky  rates,  fully  furnished,  parking,  1 
studio  apt,  2  1-bedrm  apt,  lg  rms.  Newly 
decorated,  lg  bath,  kite,  cozy,  clean. 
Lovers  delight.  Reservations  a  must. 
Historic  West  End — charming.  Guys  and 
gals.  48  Commercial  St.  02657.  487-3083. 

 (4) 


CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE,  P-TOWN 
For  the  GAY  MALE  coming  to  Province 
town,  CARL'S  is  comfortable,  friendly, 
nexpensive  and  offers  complimentary 
coffee,  ice,  mixers  and  more,  from  $14. 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE,  68  Bradford  St., 
Provincetown,  MA.  02657.  Tel.  487-1650 

(8/27) 


THE  ONLY  PLACE  FOR  YOU 
to  stay  in  Provincetown  the  only  "Exclu¬ 
sive”  swimming  pool  area— luxury  apts  & 
rms,  but  modest  rates— easy  walking  to 
everything  &  our  own  parking.  Caper  Inn, 
14  Mechanic  St.  (617)  487-1777.  (3) 


classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIED 


PENPALS 


MARTHA'S  VINEYARD  GAY? 

Yes,  San  Fran  M  has  lovely  home  in  Oak 
Bluffs,  rooms  are  comfortable  &  inex¬ 
pensive,  comp,  coffee.  Everyone  wel¬ 
come.  Call  (617)  693-9422  ask  for  Phil. 
Rooms  by  the  wk  discounted. _ (5) 


DEXTER'S  IN  P’TOWN 
New  Guest  House  in  town  offering  rea¬ 
sonable  rates,  comfort,  privacy,  conti¬ 
nental  breakfast,  BYOB  setups,  parking. 
Two  blocks  to  town  center.  Dexter’s,  6 
Conwell  St.,  P'Town,  MA  02657.  Phone 
(617)487-1911. _ (7) 


GAY  GUESTHOUSE 
on  large  lake  in  N.  Maine.  Fish,  swim, 
canoe  etc.  in  unspoiled  wilderness  area. 
For  information  write  Jack’s  Guesthouse, 
Chesuncook  Village,  Greenville,  ME 
04441.  _ (6) 


Caution:  Ripped  off  by  GWM  at  Raiford.  1 
year  of  correspondence,  1  yr  of  love  and  a 
bus  ticket.  Will  sell  all  letters  $100.00.  A 
good  story,  good  buy.  Write  B.  B.  Tribou, 
Box  56,  T urner,  Maine  04282. _ (3) 

Wanted,  GWM,  honest,  slim,  young,  shy 
by  nature.  Will  offer  home,  liberty,  love. 
Only  those  honest  and  really  interested 
reply.  No  ripoffs.  Stung  once,  not  again. 
Will  answer  all.  Bryant  Tribou,  PO  Box  56, 
Turner,  ME  04282.  _ (3) 


PRISONERS 


FOR  SALE 


Thomas  electric  organ  with  rhythm  sec¬ 
tion.  used  very  little,  nearly  new.  Six  in¬ 
struction  books.  Cost  $1300;  will  sell  for 
b.o.  over  $1000.  Call  661-6976,  ask  for 
Ron,  between  10  and  4. 


For  sale,  a  variety  of  apartment  furnish¬ 
ings,  etc.  For  information  call  (617) 
277-1670.  Moving— must  sell. _ (3) 


Queen  size  mattress,  boxspring  frame, 
and  king  size  waterbed  mattress,  $75. 
GCN  Box  899.  (TG) 


WANTED 


We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
Dick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  Richard 
at  426-4469. _ (c) 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
aaint,  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  Richard  at  426-4469  (c) 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ _ _ (c) 

5 '11 ",  155,  black  hair,  brn  eyes.  Sidney 
Davis  010501,  W-3-N-8,  P  O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091 .  _ (3) 


Black  M,  22,  very  lonely,  needs  friends. 
Will  ans  all.  David  M.  Harris  144-405,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (3) 


Black  male  prisoner  seeks  correspond¬ 
ence.  Will  ans.  all.  Willie  Valentine 
039293,  P.O.  Box  221  S.W.U.,  Raiford,  FI 
32083,  D-71-120. _ (2) 


GWM  18,  nobody  to  write  to,  rejected  by 
family  for  being  gay,  will  write  to  anyone 
who  cares  to  correspond.  6’,  170,  It  brn  hr, 
green  eyes  and  friendly.  Norman  Dean 
021832,  P-3-N-8,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091  (2) 

wnite  male  5’10”,  190  lbs.  brn  hair  &  eyes, 
looking  for  correspondence  with  foxy  t.v. 
or  t.s.  photo  a  must.  Kenneth  Jeffer  No. 
058585,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 
_ (2) 

Would  like  a  few  brothers  (“jocks”  or 
otherwise  —  I  go  both  ways)  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  I  am  G/W/28  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  5’10”,  180  lbs,  fair  complexion.  I  am 
a  “true”  Scorpio  and  am  extremely  pas¬ 
sionate  and  horny.  There  is  no  censor¬ 
ship  here — by  right  of  the  Federal  Court. 
Dean  J.  McKeever,  Wisconsin  State 
Prison  c/o  Box  C  Drawer  8841,  Waupun, 
Wl/  53963  _ (?) 


Yng  GM  in  prison  seeks  correspondent. 
Honest  &  sincere.  5'2”,  100,  blond,  blue, 

18  yrs.  old.  Will  answer  all.  Terry  Crutch¬ 
field,  039230,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091,  P-3-N-5.  (2) 

I’m  presently  confined  in  Fla.  State 
Prison  and  wld  like  to  estblish  relations 
with  a  “real  Queen.”  I’m  5’1 1  ”,  180  lbs., 
brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  good  looking, 
nice  physique,  adequately  endowed  and 
proficient  in  bed.  Will  exchange  photos.  . 
Wilbur  Bolius,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091  (2) 

Will  correspond  with  people  of  any 
national,  religous  or  philosophical 
background,  interested  in  chess,  poetry, 
music.  Curtis  Walton  142-562,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  Ditto  for 
Keith  Williams,  143-489,  same  address. 

(3) 

5 ’9".  Lonely.  Please  write  Larry  Troy, 
022401 ,  N-2-N-1 5,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
3209  L  (3) 

GWM,  black  hair,  brown  eyes,  5 ’8",  160, 

21  yrs.  Willie  Rawlins,  A-029762,  P-1-S-14, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (3) 

5 ’9",  39  yrs,  150.  Butch,  desire  friend¬ 
ship.  Writing  a  novel.  Like  to  paint 
flowers,  etc.  Henry  J.  Mitchell 
027157-16-2217,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  (3) 

Bi,  20,  5' 11 ",  blond,  blue  eyes,  155.  Eddie 
Flaherty  050705,  P.O.  Box  340,  HI -Cl -253, 
Sharpes,  FL  32959.  (3) 

20,  blond,  brown  eyes,  5 '9",  150.  Billy 
Dean  Dukes,  A-055596,  W-1-S-7,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (3) 

WM  wishes  to  correspond  w/  someone 
who  cares.  Danny  Lee  Goforth,  032929, 
61-211,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. 

(3) 

24,  brn  h,  blu  eyes,  5 '10",  146.  Richard  A. 
Miller  A-039323,  E-55,  P.O.  Box  221, 
Raiford,  FL  32083.  (3) 

Bi  wants  discreet  gay  or  bi  not  to  play 
games,  together  person,  no  nonsense. 
Joe  Andrew  Swiecicki  041362,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (3) 

31  yr  old  would  like  to  receive  mail  from 
gays.  Robert  W.  McDonald  027279, 
W-1-N-1,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(3) 

WM  wishes  to  correspond  with  someone  who 
sincerely  cares.  Will  ans  all  letters.  Mark 
Blanton  037127  —  72-114,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford, 
FL  32083.  (3) 

WM  22,  brn  hair,  gray  eyes,  5 '11 ",  155.  All 
gay  ferns  please  write.  Wesley  Johnson 
055448,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(3) 

.  -* 

ORGANIZATIONS 


In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  ,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 


AFFIRMATION 


(47) 


GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 

D.m.  (201)  343-6402. _ 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity  /  Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30  p.m.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14.  Tel.  536-6518. _ (35) 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109. 
(206)  282-5798.  MembershiD  $5.00. 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church.  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 
742-2100.  '  (D49) 


PUBLICATIONS 


Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30306. 

_ _ _ Lc>. 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus.  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge.  MA  02138.  (c) 

The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 

(8) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T  V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  Sta.,  NYC  10017. 

BOSTON  GAY  HEALTH  PROJECT 
BRIDGEVAN 

V.D.  SCREENING  RESULTS  ON 
TESTS  JULY  5,  1978 
THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  HAVE 
AN  ABNORMAL  TEST  AND  NEED 
TO  CALL  RON  VACHON  AT 
267-7573  TO  ARRANGE  FOR. 
TREATMENT: 

B6  B7  B14 

THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  HAD 
NEGATIVE  TESTS: 

B1  B2  B3  B4  B5  B8 
B10  Bll  B12  B13 
B17  B19  B20  B21  B22 
B23  B24  B26  B27  B30 
B32  B34  B35  B36 
B38  B40 

THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  HAVE 
INCOMPLETE  TEST  RESULTS  AND 
SHOULD  CALL  267-7593  ON  TUES. 
AND  THURS.  1-2  P.M.: 

B45  B25  B28  B29 
B31  B33  B37  B39 


NEW  ENGLAND  BAR  GUIDE 


CONNECTICUT 


LEWISTON 


HARTFORD 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
TONY  R’s 
170-174  High  St. 
third  world 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

BANANA 

148  West  Service  Rd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 

PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 

NEW  BRITAIN  

THE  OASIS 
20  Chestnut  St. 

SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  LONDON 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 

LUNA  BASE  ONE 

Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 

SYBIL’S 
135  Middle  St. 

PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
(mostly  women) 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 


AMHERST 


THE  RATHSKELLER 
85  Amity  St. 

BOSTON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  Si. 

THE  CORRAL 
727  Bank  St. 

NEW  MILFORD 

THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 


WATFRBURY 

CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
Vincent's  Disco 
925  State  St.  East 

MAINE _ 

AUGUSTA _ 

FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7)59 
Dancing.  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing.  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  334=8177 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 


JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Food.  Men.  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM;  Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco.  Dancing.  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  4PM 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 
TWELVE  CARVER 
12  Carver  St. 

Men 


BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 


FRAN’S  PLACE 

776  Washington  St. 

(617)  595-8961 

MR.  DOMINIC’S 

34-36  Central  Ave. 

(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


LACONIA 


BRICK  YARD  MOUNTAIN  INN 
Rte.  3,  Weiss  Beach 


MANCHESTER 


THE  MEETING  PLACE 
1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 
THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


CLUB  484 
484  Chestnut  St. 

(603)  627-4797 

MANCHESTER  CIVIC  CLUB 
Merrimack  St.  (603)  623-8264 

TUDOR  CAFE 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONWAY 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  Si.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH _ _ 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
I93A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


RANDOLPH 


CAMBRIDGE 


PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


HADLEY 


RACHID’S  DISCO 
Mountain  Farms  Mall  (Rte.  9) 
(413)  584-9080 


LOWELL 

COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 

SPRINGFIELD 

THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  STANCHION  II  LOUNGE 
59  Taylor  St. 

(413)  739-8374 
THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 

ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 
77  Daniel  St.  (603)  436-9451 

RHODE  ISLAND 
CENTRAL  FALLS 
MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St,  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 

THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
•DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Wcybossct 
THE  ( iAI  I  FRY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St, 

I  A  BOHEME 

83  Dorrancc  St.  (401)  621-8681 


SMITHFIE1.D 

THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  Cl  UB 
Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 

WOONSOCKET 

I  HE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


TYNGSBORO 

DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3 A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 

ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 


VERMONT _ 

BELLOWS  FALLS 

ANDREW'S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

RUTLAND 

MARDI  GRAS 

40  Center  St.  (802)  775-3976 
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CALENDAR 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Wednesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


29  sat 


Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Health  Project 
announces  free  VD  testing  by  the  Gay 
Health  Collective  in  Bridge  Over  Troubled 
Waters'  Medical  Van.  Anonymous  (by 
ID#).  5pm  to  midnight:  5-6:30pm,  Copley 
Sq.  (near  Chaps);  7-8:30pm,  Combat  Zone 
(near  Playland);  9-10:30pm,  Sporters 
(Cambridge  St.);  1 1-midnight,  The  Fenway 
(near  Eagle).  Have  you  had  your  summer 
checkup? 

30  sun 

Boston  — -  Clearspace.  Boat  trip  to 
Nantasket  Beach.  Open.  Call  227-4327  for 
info. 


Boston  —  BUUGL  will  continue 
dlscussioi)  on  how  families  deal  with 
gayness.  Tpm.  355  Boylston  St. 


Boston  —  David  Socia— Photographs 
1971-1978.  Opening,  6-9pm.  Joy  of  Move¬ 
ment  Center,  393  Boylston  St. 


Framingham,  UA  —  Lambda  of  Middle¬ 
sex.  Picnic  at  Milford  Quarry.  12pm.  Call 
877-8550  for  info. 


Cambrldga,  UA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740am).  A  lecture  by  John  Gerassi,  author 
of  The  Boys  of  Boise.  9am. 


31  mon 


Washington,  DC  —  Gay  Counsel  on 
Drinking  Behavior.  Lambda  Rising,  2012  S 
St.  NW.  Information  and  referral  about 
drinking  problems.  6-8pm. 


Allston  —  Barney  Frank  Night  at  the 
House  Restaurant.  100%  of  proceeds  to 
go  to  the  Committee  to  Re-Elect  Barney 
Frank.  Dinner  6pm;  cocktails  8pm.  Call 
783-5131  for  info. 


NYC  —  All  the  Queen’s  Women.  Open 
softbpll  game.  6:30pm.  Klssena  Park 
(Kissena  Blvd.  &  South  Memorial). 


Baltimore  —  Maryland  Gay  Rights  Coali¬ 
tion  mtg.  8pm.  2133  Maryland  Ave.  (S.E. 
cor.  of  22nd  St.  &  Maryland  Ave.) 


Boston  —  Social  evening  for  Gay  Youth, 
7-9pm.  Parish  Hall,  Arlington  St.  Church 


NYC  —  All  The  Queens  Women  Young 
Adults  Rap,  for  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors.  SI.  7:30pm,  23  164th  St„  Flush¬ 
ing.  Info:  (212)  359-9204. 


Boston  —  There  will  be  a  meeting  at  State 
Rep.  Mel  King's  home  for  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  working  on  King's  re-election 
campaign.  7pm.  4  Yarmouth  St.  in  the 
South  End 


USA  —  ABC-TV  will  broadcast  a  Police 
Story  episode  entitled  “The  Ripper"  — 
two  officers  track  down  a  killer  of  gays. 
11:30pm.  Monitor  this  program  and  re¬ 
spond  to  Mr.  Richard  Gitter,  ABC-TV,  1330 
Ave.  of  Americas,  NYC  10019. 


Boston  —  Out  Here:  Social  evening  Gay 
Youth.  Talent  Show!  Bring  refreshments 
and  talent.  7pm.  355  Boylston  St. 


1  tues 


NYC  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group. 
“Gay  Marriage  —  Can  it  ever  be  made 
legal?"  8:30pm,  Triangle  Gay  Community 
Center,  3rd  floor.  26  Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St. 


USA  —  GCN  subscription  rates  go  up  on 
this  date.  In  order  to  subscribe  or  renew 
at  the  old,  lower  rates,  your  order  must 
be  postmarked  by  July  31. 


USA  —  ABC-TV  will  air  Carter  Country 
episode  entitled  “Out  of  the  Closet" 
about  a  teacher  who  comes  out.  9:30pm. 
Monitor  this  program  and  respond  to  Mr. 
Anthony  thomopoulos,  ABC  Entertain¬ 
ment  Inc.,  1330  Avenue  of  the  Americas, 
NYC  10019. 


Boston  —  Beginner  Signing  Class 
starting  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  every 
Tuesday,  7:30pm.  131  Cambridge  St. 


2  wed 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Open  House  at 
Women's  Community  Health  Center.  Tour 
and  introduction  to  the  Health  Center. 
5:30pm.  639  Mass.  Ave.  Rm.  210. 


Boston  —  Out  Here  for  Gay  Youth.  Rap 
Session:  Drugs  &  Alcohol.  7-9pm.  355 
Boylston  St. 


3  thurs 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing. 
6:30-9pm  at  Phillips  Brooks  House,  3rd 
floor,  Harvard  University.  Live  music. 


NYC  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbians  Couples 
Club  will  meet  at  8pm  at  the  Triangle  Gay 
Community  Center,  26  Ninth  Ave.  at  W. 
14th  St. 


Boston  —  Hot  Peaches  presents  Oscar,  a 
rhythm  and  blues  revue  of  the  life  and 
times  of  Oscar  Wilde.  Boston  Arts  Group 
Theatre,  367  Boylston  St.  Through  Sun¬ 
day.  Info:  267-8518. 


Boston  —  Ella  Ellison  will  be  reading  her 
poetry  at  a  celebration-reading  at  Harriet 
Tubman  House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  8pm. 
$2.50  donation.  Info:  964-1009 


5  sat 


Boston  —  Gay  Mountain  Climb  up  Mt. 
Adams,  NH.  Sponsored  by  Gay  Unitar¬ 
ians.  Overnight.  By  reservation  only.  All 
welcome.  Info:  (603)  883-5583. 


Quincy,  UA  —  Clearspace:  Potluck  dinner 
and  open-  house.  Open  to  all  lesbian 
women.  Info:  646-8598. 


Randolph,  UA  —  Appreciation  Party  for 
Barney  Frank  at  the  Randolph  Country 
Club.  Tickets,  $5.  Sponsored  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Re-Elect  Barney  Frank.  12  noon. 
Info:  961-2414. 


6  sun 


Irvington,  NJ  —  Women's  Caucus  Picnic 
for  Dignity  women  and  friends  of  the  five 
New  Jersey  chapters,  and  of  the  NY, 
Brooklyn,  Long  Island  and  Westches¬ 
ter/Rockland  chapters.  Information:  (201) 
278-8445. 


Boston  —  Benefit  for  GCN  at 
Somewhere.  Flea  Market  and  more.  295 
Franklin  St.  Info:  423-7730. 


8  tues 


NYC  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group. 
David  Rothenberg,  president  of  the 
Fortune  Society,  will  speak.  8:30pm. 
Triangle  Gay  Community  Center,  26  Ninth 
Ave.  at  14th  St. 


9  wed 


NYC  —  MCC/NY  Choir  Rehearsal.  8pm. 
Triangle  Gay  Community  Center,  26  Ninth 
Ave. 


Boston  —  Out  Here  for  Gay  Youth.  Rap 
Session.  7-9pm.  355  Boylston  St. 
Framingham,  UA  —  Lambda  of 
Middlesex  organizational  mtg.  8pm.  Call 
877-8550  for  info. 


10  thur 


Cambridge,  UA  — -  Boston  NOW  presents 
“The  Naked  Truth:  The  Cultural  Condi¬ 
tioning  of  Women  via  Advertising."  A 
slide  show  produced  &  presented  by  Jean 
Kilbourne.  8pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $2.50  benefit  for 
Boston  NOW. 


11  fri 


Ramapo,  NJ  —  An  Open  Conference  on 
Men  and  the  Male  Role  Ramapo  College. 
Aug.  11-15.  Info:  (201)  273-5072. 


Boston  —  Giearspace  uivuea  an  numen 
and  men  in  the  gay  community  to  a  Booze 
Cruise  from  8-10pm.  Music  by  Lilith. 
Price,  $6.50.  Meet  at  6:30pm  at  Some¬ 
where,  Franklin  St. 


12  sat 


Uiddlelield,  CT  —  Women's  Music 

Festival  to  benefit  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez. 
All  day.  Tickets,  $4.  Performers  include 
Kay  Gardner,  Felicidad,  New  Harmony 
Sisterhood  Band  and  more.  Call  (800) 
243-3760  for  info. 


Boston  —  Rev.  Troy  Perry,  founder  of 
MCC,  will  speak  at  a  Community  Rally 
and  Celebration  of  Gay  Voter  Power. 
Sponsored  by  the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay 
Legislation.  $3  admission.  7:30pm, 
Arlington  St.  Church. 


13  sun 


Cambridge,  UA  —  "Straight  Talk  About 
Lesbianism,"  a  slide  show,  Amaranth,  134 
Hampshire  St. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Dignity  and  Integrity  will 
celebrate  together.  Service  at  5pm,  Trinity 
Chapel,  followed  by  a  pot  luck  picnic  in 
the  garden. 


Boston  —  Rev.  Troy  Perry,  founder  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  will  be 
conducting  the  MCC  Boston  service  at 
131  Cambridge  St.  at  7:30pm 


17  thurs 


Ut.  Pleasant,  Ul  —  The  Michigan 

Women’s  Music  Festival!  Presented  by 
the  We  Want  the  Music  Collective.  Write 
1501  Lyons  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ml  48858  for 
info. 

IS  fri 


Long  Island,  NY  —  The  monthly  board 
meeting  of  the  New  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights  of  Long  Island  will  take  place  at 
Pal  Joey's  East,  Deer  Park  at  8pm.  A  bene¬ 
fit  and  buffet  will  follow  at  10pm.  $3 
donation.  Info:  Gayphone:  (516)  665-7373. 


20  sun 


Hamilton,  Canada  —  Living  as  a  Gay 
Person  Today.  A  week  long  conference  at 
Unicamp  of  Ontario.  Write  Unicamp,  268 
Aberdeen  Ave.,  Hamilton,  Ontario.  L8P 
2R3  for  info. 


24  thurs 


Toronto,  Canada  —  Gaydays  lii 
celebration  of  lesbians  and  gay  mem 
Come  to  the  fair,  concert,  dance,  picnic 
Auo.  24-27.  For  more  info,  write  4  ( . 

St..  Toronto  M4W  1L7. 
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